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Merchants  Greet 
New  Year  with 
Optimism 

Holidays  and  Babies  Give  Local 
Stores  a  Bounce 

By  Tim  limes 

While  they're  not  quite  ready  to  sing 
"Let  the  Good  Times  Roll,”  many 
Noe  Valley  merchants  are  starting  2010 
with  a  spring  in  their  step,  thanks  to 
strong  December  sales  and  a  sense  that 
loyal  customers  have  their  back. 

"The  holiday  season  was  good."  said 
Anna  Jatta.  owner  of  the  Ark.  a  toy  store  at 
24th  and  Vicksburg  streets.  "The  economy 
has  stabilized.  People  are  not  as  fearful." 

Jatta  attributed  the  store's  success  to  a 
"very  supportive  neighborhood"  that  ap¬ 
preciates  toys  that  stir  the  imagination — 
castles,  pirate  ships,  and  dollhouses — in¬ 
stead  of  heavily  marketed  gadgets  like 
robotic  hamsters. 

Ladybug  Ladybug's  Rebecca  Heller 
agreed  with  Jatta 's  assessment.  "Things 
are  definitely  picking  up.  There's  less 
anxiety,  less  stress." 

She  said  that  after  a  "touch-and-go"  pe¬ 
riod  earlier  in  the  year,  business  at  the  gift 
shop  perked  up.  "It  seems  to  be  carrying 
over  to  2010,''  she  said. 

Heller  said  the  mid-November  opening 
of  La  Boulange  bakery  and  cafe  at  24th 
and  Sanchez  streets  has  been  a  boon  to 
businesses  on  the  block,  particularly  on 
weekdays.  That  contrasted  with  the  late- 
September  arrival  of  Whole  Foods  Mar¬ 
ket,  which  increased  foot  traffic  west  of 
Sanchez,  but  not  to  the  east,  she  said. 

"It's  kid-friendly,”  she  said  of  La 
Boulange.  which  draws  large  numbers  of 
stroller-pushing  parents  and  nannies,  who 
often  stop  by  to  check  out  Ladybug's  toy 
and  craft  offerings  after  lunch. 

An  instant  hit.  La  Boulange  has  drawn 
crowds  since  it  opened  in  the  space  pre¬ 
viously  occupied  by  Noe  Valley  Pizza.  At 
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City  Clears  the 
Way  for  More 
Restaurants  on 
24th  Street 

Issue  Will  Be  Aired  at 
Community  Meeting  Feb.  25 

By  Conic  M.  Anders 

Noe  Valley  diners  may  soon  get  to  fill 
their  plates  with  as  many  restaurants 
on  24th  Street  as  they  want. 

That  prospect  came  after  the  city's 
Planning  Commission  last  month  voted 
unanimously  to  repeal  an  ordinance  that 
for  23  years  has  placed  strict  constraints 
on  new  eateries  along  the  commercial 
strip. 

The  commission  sent  the  measure  to 
the  Board  of  Supervisors.  If  approved,  the 
proposal  would  allow  an  unlimited  num¬ 
ber  of  cafes  to  open  in  Downtown  Noe 
Valley,  as  long  as  they  survived  a  sticky 
permit  process  at  City  Hall. 

Before  the  board  acts,  however,  local 
residents  will  have  a  chance  to  relish  or 
reject  the  idea  at  a  Feb.  25  community 
meeting  at  St.  Philip's  Church.  Supervi¬ 
sor  Bevan  Dufty  and  five  neighborhood 
groups  will  host  the  restaurant  forum. 

On  24th  Street  in  late  January,  there 
were  many  who  said  they'd  welcome  an 
increase  in  restaurants  in  Noe  Valley — es¬ 
pecially  if  they  contributed  to  the  ethnic 
variety  of  local  cuisine. 

"Anything  that's  good”  was  what  25th 
Street  resident  Wendy  Slaughter  would 
like  to  see:  "Burmese,  Afghani,  or  an¬ 
other  restaurant  that  has  California  cui¬ 
sine.  I  think  it  will  be  great  to  bring  new 
businesses  into  Noe  Valley,  especially 
when  you're  got  seven  or  eight  empty 
storefronts  here."  said  Slaughter. 

“Sushi,”  said  Liesl  Brown,  a  Mission 
Dolores  area  resident  who  was  shopping 
with  her  husband,  Andy.  “We’d  love  a 
good  sushi  restaurant  in  the  neighbor- 
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A  Lovebird’s  Story 

When  Siri  Met  Leslie  at  the 
Animal  Company 

By  Heather  World 

Siri  is  in  love.  While  lovebirds  across 
Noe  Valley  share  dinner  and  kisses 
this  Valentine's  Day,  she  will  be  standing 
on  one  foot  and  making  a  chewing  sound. 

That’s  because  Siri,  a  recent  resident  of 
the  Animal  Company  on  24th  Street;  is  a 
true  lovebird,  the  kind  with  beak  and 
feathers,  and  when  she  moves  her  beak 
back  and  forth  and  chews  softly  while 
standing  on  one  leg,  she's  telling  her  new 
“mom."  Leslie  Zwemer,  that  she’s  happy. 

“She  bonded  to  my  husband  immedi¬ 
ately,  but  she  goes  to  me,  too,”  says 
Zwemer,  noting  that  Siri  has  displayed 
other  signs  of  affection,  such  as  nuzzling 
her  hair. 

Zwemer,  who  teaches  kindergarten  at 
CONTINUED  ON  PAGE  17 


Officer  Lorraine  Lombardo  is  a  familiar  face  to  most  Noe  Valleyans,  especially  those  who've 
dared  to  make  a  left  turn  out  of  Whole  Foods  (Bell)  Market.  Photo  by  Pamela  Gerard 


Officer  Lorraine  Lombardo — On  the 
Beat  for  20  Years 


Bike  Patroller  Feels  Right  at 
Home  on  Noe  Valley  Turf 

By  Olivia  Boter 

On  a  Thursday  around  noon,  San  Fran¬ 
cisco  Police  Officer  Lorraine  Lom¬ 
bardo  handcuffs  her  mountain  bike  out¬ 
side  Bernie's  on  24th  Street  before 
heading  inside  the  cafe  for  a  cup  of  cof¬ 
fee.  She's  been  off  duty  for  a  few  days, 
and  it's  dime  to  catch  up  with  the  local 
merchants  and  neighbors. 

“People  see  the  handcuffs  and  they 
know  I'm  here,"  she  says.  "They  come  in 
and  tell  me  what’s  been  going  on.” 

For  a  little  over  20  years,  Lombardo — 
known  even  to  the  panhandlers  as  “Lor¬ 
raine” — has  been  working  the  Noe  Valley 
beat.  Technically,  her  job  title  is  Com¬ 
munity  Police  Officer,  but  the  more  col¬ 
loquial  term  "beat  cop"  suits  her  fine,  too. 

Lombardo  explains  that  her  beat — the 
territory  she  covers — stretches  loosely 


from  Valencia  Street  to  Grand  View  and 
from  21st  to  26th  streets.  (Ingleside  Po¬ 
lice  Station  handles  the  part  of  Noe  Val¬ 
ley  that  is  south  of  Cesar  Chavez.)  She  re¬ 
ports  to  Mission  Police  Station  and  works 
under  Capt.  Greg  Corrales.  who  recently 
returned  to  the  station  after  a  stint  in  the 
Police  Department's  traffic  detail. 

"I'm  usually  on  24th  Street.”  says 
Lombardo.  56.  "But  I'll  respond  any¬ 
where  I'm  needed." 

Since  Lombardo  joined  the  police 
force  in  the  mid-1980s,  she  has  seen  its 
manpower  dwindle.  When  she  was  first 
assigned  the  Noe  Valley  beat,  she  and  an¬ 
other  officer,  Lois  Perillo,  would  switch 
off.  "That  was  great.  We'd  cross  over  one 
day.  and  someone  was  always  covering 
the  beat.  Now  it's  just  me." 

In  recent  years.  Noe  Valley  shopkeep¬ 
ers  and  property  owners  have  filled  that 
hole  by  funding  the  San  Francisco  Patrol 
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At  five  weeks  old,  lovebird  “Siri”  is  starting  to  admire  the  hair  and  eyes  of  her  new  owner, 
Leslie  Zwemer,  while  being  weaned  at  the  Animal  Company  on  24th  Street.  Photo  by  S ally  Smith 
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Love, 
Troop  88 


A  love  of  the  outdoors  and  adventure  took  these  fearless  members  of  San  Francisco’s  Troop  88  to  Thousand  Mile  Lake  (elevation  9,500  feet)  near  Bonner  Peak. The  stop  was  on  their  70 
mile  hike  from  Toulumne  meadows  to  Lake  Thomas  Edison  on  John  MuirTrail.  From  left,  they  are  Y  Bing  Yan,  Andrew  Dotson,  Christopher  Yan,  Jackson  Yant,  Michael  Dotson,  Gary 
Furney,  Edmond  Chan,  Antonio  Chacon,  Milan  Gurung,  Brian  Furney,  and  Lisa  Kakehashi. 
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Deborah  Nguyen  Joost  Van  deWater  Tim  Hawko 


Vicki  Valandra  Anna  Spathis  DonWoolhouse  Tanya  Dzhibrailova  Daniel  Fernandez 


Ken  Eggers 


Julie  Reber 


Chris  Sprague 


Susan  Oik 


Congratulations  2009  Zephyr  Top  Producers 


FRONT:  Mollie  Poe  #1  Company  Top  Producer,  Michael  Ackerman  #3  Company  Top  Producer,  Robin  Hubinsky 
West  Portal  Top  Producer,  Bonnie  Spindler  Upper  Market/Castro  Top  Producer.  BACK:  Bill  Kitchen  #2  Company 
Top  Producer,  Richard  Meyerson  Noe  Valley  Top  Producer,  Christine  Doud  Potrero  Hill  Top  Producer,  Debbie  Dells 
Pacific  Heights  Top  Producer,  Britton  Jackson  SOMA  Top  Producer. 


Andrew  Roth 


John  Zhou 


Duncan  Wheeler  Darryl  Honda  James  R.  Holloway  Gillian  Pontes  Jan  Medina 


Joan  Loeffler 


Sherri  Howe 


Tim  Gullicksen  Marion  Broder  Stefano  DeZerega  Laura  Kaufman  GaryTribulato  Tara  Donohue 


Jane  Mermelstein  Michelle  Stephens  Else  Townsend 


Susanna  Townsend 


Jayne  Jones 


Erik  Reider 


Seth  Skolnick 


Richard  Sarro 


Martin  Harris 


Ravi  Malhotra 


Karen  Tarantola  Wes  Freas 


Virginia  Thackwell  Stephanie  Johnson 


Noe  Valley  •  415.695.7707 
Pacific  Heights  •  415.674.6500 
Potrero  Hill  •  415.315.0105 
Upper  Market  •  415.552.9500 
Castro  •  415.552.9500 
West  Portal  •  415.731.5000 


ZEPHYR 

REAL  ESTATE 


Patrick  Lowell  Luba  Muzichenko  Jennifer  Kauffman  Eric  Castongia  Todd  Wiley 


Zephyr  Real  Estate.  We're  all  about  San  Francisco,  www.zephyrsf.com 
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Noe  Valley  Classic 

228  Day  Street 
Offered  at  $899,000 

Why  buy  a  condo  or  a 
TIC  when,  you  can  own 
your  own  home?  This 
lovely  home  offers  2 
bedrooms,  1  remodeled 
bath,  a  formal  living  room 
with  its  Original  Victorian 
fireplace  (decorative),  a  bay 
window  and  high  ceilings. 
The  formal  dining  room  is 
elegant  and  has  a  built  in 
buffet  for  additional  storage. 
In  addition  to  these  public 
rooms,  a  sitting  room  is 
adjacent  to  the  kitchen  for  more  casual  living.  The  kitchen  has 
been  tastefully  remodeled  and  has  direct  access  to  the  deck.  The 
basement  level  offers  a  bonus  room,  laundry,  lots  of  storage  and  a 
1  car  garage.  No  HOA  dues  or  TIC  agreements  to  deal  with!  Enjoy 
total  independence  with  this  single  family  home! 


Beth  Kershaw 

(415)  260-2321 
bkershaw@hill-co.com 

•  Donald  Gable 

(415)  350-3854 
•  dgable@hill-co.com 


HILL  &  CO. 

REAL  ESTATE 


ADDITION  &  GARAGE 
FOUNDATION  RETROFIT 
RETAINING  WALLS  &  SEISMIC 


Engineering 
Design  &  Build 
with  20  years 
experience. 
Free  estimate. 

Lie  #564297 
Engineer  Lie  #43437 


3  §i  ®[^D[M(sl 

415.747.1000 

Safe  Engineering 
Construction 


BUY  2  GAMES  GET  3RD  AT 

50%  OFF 

c 

Family  Games  •  Party  Games  •  Kids  Games 
Strategy  Games  •  Card  Games  •  Dice  Games 
Educational  Games  •  Travel  Games 

Qcuhul  Mlgkt  £vewt&!  •  Ql{£u>rua|i{ iuuj! 

320  West  Portal  Ave 

<fAWESOME?i>>  www.JustAwesomeTheWebsite.com 

(41 5)  681-4263 


Lowest  priced  item  is  50%  off.  See  store  for  details. 

Cannot  be  combined  with  any  other  offer.  Offer  not  valid  on  prior  purchases. 


( Drexves  (Bros  Meats 

San  Francisco  (Butchers  since  1889 


th 


1706  Church  St.  corner  of  29 
(415)821-0515 
www.drewesbros.com 

Support  your  locally  owned  butcher  shop 


Serving  Noe  Valley  for  120  years!!! 
Specializing  in  Free  Range,  100%  Grass  Fed  & 
All  Natural  Meats,  Poultry  and  Fresh  Fish 


Since  1889 

In  a  hurry?  Check  out  our  ready  to  cook  items: 

Stuffed  Pork  Chops  Stuffed  Chicken  Breast 
Stuffed  Bell  Peppers 

Check  us  out  on  the  web  @  www.drewesbros.com 


RESTORATION 
RENOVATION 
NEW  CONSTRUCTION 


ft  It 


artistic  license 

a  guild  of  artisans 


ARCHITECTURE  •  DECORATIVE  PAINTING 
TEXTILES  •  INTERIOR  DESIGN 
CUSTOM  FURNITURE  •  WALLPAPER 
WOODWORK  •  ORNAMENTAL  PLASTER 
TILE  •  PAINTING  •  COLOR  DESIGN 
STAINED  GLASS  •  LANDSCAPE  DESIGN 

Designers,  contractors,  and  artists,  providing 
a  range  of  services  from  building  design  to 
fine  finishes  and  everything  in  between. 

www. artistic  I  icense.org 


♦  Natural,  Organic  Products  ♦  Organic  Fruits  and  Vegetables 
♦  Quality  Selection  of  Domestic  &  Imported  Wines, 

Beer  &  Spirits 

*  Fresh  Acme  Breads  Daily  ♦  Vitamin  Selection 
♦  We  Carry  Rupam’s  Herbal  Products  ♦  Fresh  Flowers 

Your  Neighborhood  Health  Food  Store 

1400  Guerrero  Street  at  26th  Street 
415-282-6274  •  Open  Every  Day 
www.26thandGuerreroMarket.com 

Hours:  Mon  -  Fri  8  am  -  9:00  pm  •  Sat  -  Sun  9  am  -  9pm 
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The  City’s  Best. 

And  Noe  Valley's 


We  love  being  a  part  of  this  neighborhood.  Come  by  and  say  hello  anytime. 


Just  Some  of  the  Noe  Homes 
We  Sold  in  2009. 


“List”  Prices,  Rather  Than  “Sold"  Prices,  Are  Displayed  Below  Per  Seller  and  Buyer  Typical  Preference 


We  sold  these  homes  in  a  very 
challenging  year.  Just  imagine  what 
we  can  do  for  you  in  201 0  as  the 
market  improves.  Stop  by  our  office 
today  or  visit  our  website  at 
www.hill-co.com. 


Noe  Valley  Office  Agents:  We'd  be  delighted  to  talk  to  you  about  properties  in  this  neighborhood! 


William  Don 

Coleman  Gable 


Erkan 

Gozum 


Jamie  Ginger 

Howell  Karels 


§ 

•.  w 

m 

Tasneem 

Karimbhai 

Beth 

Kershaw 

Tal 

Klein 

Debra 

Lee 


Michelle  Robert 

Long  .  Mayer 


Betty 

Michael 


Eddie 

O’Sullivan 


Smith 


Michael 

Tekulsky 


James  Tim  Ron 

White  Woloshyn  Wong 


®  Who's  Who  In 
Luxury  Real  Estate 


HILL  &  CO. 

REAL  ESTATE 

(415)  824-1100  •  www.hill-co.com 
Noe  Valley  Office:  3899  24th  Street 
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AESTHETIC 


DENTISTRY 
NOE  VALLEY 


info@aestheticsmiles.com 

www.aestheticsmiles.com 


Now  you  can  go 

wireless 


ini 

Wk  >■&  W 


OTHER  COSMETIC  SERVICES 


FREE  BLEACHING  WITH  INVISALIGN 


•  Porcelain  Veneers  •  Laser  Gum  Lift 
•  Implants  •  Lumineers  •  Cosmetic  Bonding 
Zoom  Teeth  Whitening  •  Cerec  CAD/CAM  Technology 


Nisha  Krishnaiah  DDS  •  4162  24th  Street  (between  Castro  and  Diamond)  •  415.285.7007 

2010  Top  Doctor  &  Dentist  •  NBC  Bay  Area 


Integrative  family  medicine 


Receive  10%  off  your  first  year  membership 
by  entering  promotion  code  NOESF1002 
on  the  payment  confirmation  page. 

For  more  information,  visit  us  in  person  or  at 

\ 

www.noeclinic.  com. 


MUR 
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ART 

COMMUNITY 

FOOD 


KRAFT 


VELVEETA 

it**"' 


OVSOfS 


OVSEN'S 


★  CREATING  COMMUNITY  THROUGH  FOOD  ★ 


GROCERY  SHOPPING 
III  CONE  A  LONG  WAY- 
WEVRE  PUSHING  IT  FURTHER 


ai-atre 


CRERfTLERV 


ENGAGING  OUR  COMMUNITY 
WITH  THE  PEOPLE  WHO  FEED  US 


U,  thutu  ,. 

% 


Check  our  online 
calendar  for 
upcoming  events! 


H?2  -  I8TH  STREET 
(AT  DOLORES),  SF 
WWW.BIRITECREAMERY.COM 


GUERRERO  STREET 
(AT  I8TH  STREET),  SF 
WWW.l8REASON5.ORG 


Fruits  and  Veggies  From  Our  Own  Farm 
Charcuterie  &  Butchery  From  Whole  Animals 
Service  with  a  Smile 

W?  I8TH  STREET,  SAN  FRANCISCO  WWW.BIRITEMARKET.COM 


BRING  IN  THE  CORNER  OF  THIS  AD  AND 
WE  LL  DONATE  5%  OF  YOUR  PURCHASE  TO 
MEALS  ON  WHEELS  OF  SAN  FRANCISCO 


5%  DONATION  TO 
MEALS  ON  WHEELS  }F 


Gt-fttTE 


a 


0. 


lie. 


Importing  the  finest  award  winning  Goudas  and  Gourmet  cheeses  from  The  Netherlands 
for  over  25  years.  Find  your  favorite  at  your  local  cheese  shop. 


Ewephoria..  Sheepmilk  Gooda* 

Unlike  any  other  sheep  milk  cheese  you  have  ever  tasted.  Aged  for 
one  year  with  a  sweet  and  nutty  flavor.  Experience  it  for  dessert! 


24th  Street  Cheese  Company:  3893  24th  Street,  San  Francisco,  CA  941 1 4.  TEL:  41 5.821 .6658 
Bi-Rite  Market:  www.biritemarket.com.  3639  1 8th  Street,  San  Francisco,  CA  941 1 0-1 531  TEL:  41 5.241 .9760 
Cheese  Plus:  www.cheeseplus.com.  2001  Polk  Street.  San  Francisco,  CA  94109  TEL:  415.921.2001 
Country  Cheese:  415  Divisadero  St,  San  Francisco,  CA  941 1  7  TEL:  415.621 .81  30 


Leyden  Aged® 

Leyden's  firm  composition  and  the  addition  of  cumin  seeds 
(which  are  responsible  for  its  tangy  flavor  and  spicy  aroma) 
distinguish  it  from  other  Dutch  cheeses. 


vailable  at  your  locally  owned  specialty  stores: 


Noord  Hollander® 

This  four  year  aged  gourmet  cheese  is  made  of  the 
highest  quality  milk.  The  pastures  in  the  North  of 
Holland  sit  on  top  of  mineral  rich  ocean  clay.  The  milk 
is  noticeably  sweeter  and  richer  than  any  other  milk. 
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THE  CROSSWORD  BY  MICHAEL  BLAKE 


ON  24TH  STREET 


Noe  Valley 
Star 'Map 


ACROSS 

1 .  Lomond  or  Ness 
5.  Bank  acct.  guarantor 
9.  Knitting  or  beadwork 

14.  Newspaper  essayist’s 
page 

15.  _ Pahlavi  (former 

shah  of  Iran) 

16. 10:1  or  5:2,  eg. 

17.  Where  Fidel  buys  his 
anti-virus  programs 
in  Noe  Valley 

20.  Kicking 's  partner 

21 .  Notions 

22.  Month,  in  Mexico 

23.  Baton  Rouge  univ. 

24.  Beer  keg  insert 
26.  Org.  opposed  to 

Napster 

28.  Where  designer 
Stewart,  along  with 
her  sibs,  goes  for 
latte  in  Noe  Valley 

34.  Showed  disapproval 

35.  Jazz  great  Blake 

36.  Cross-legged 
exercises 

39.  Base  stealer  Lou 

42.  Riverbed  deposit 

43.  Cream  of  the  crop 
45.  France's  major  river 
47.  Where  singer  Seeger 

gets  his  shirts  done 
in  Noe  Valley 

51 .  Clock  face 

52.  Bleacher  shout 

53. 90-degree  pipe  turn 
56.  Fishing  pole 
59.  Tree,  in  Tijuana 
61 .  Daytime  TV  host 
O’Donnell 

63.  Where  singer  Clapton 
dines  in  Noe  Valley 

66.  Potato  state 

67.  Enormously 

68.  “So  be  it!’’ 

69. 1 3,  to  a  baker 


70.  All's  antonym 

71.  Jay  who  chins  with 
guests 

OOWN 

1 .  Homegrown 

2.  October  birthstones 

3.  Element  in  atomic 
clocks 

4.  Improved-resolution 
video  sys. 

5.  To  and _ 

6.  Convert  from  code 

7.  Company  with  a 
crocodile  logo 

8.  Minolta,  e.g. 

9.  Holy  war 

10.  Beastoolie 

11.  "Up  and _ !” 

12.  Blaze 

13.  Flip,  as  a  coin 

18.  Fashionably  outdated 

19.  Ache 

25.  From _ (one  step) 


27.  Bully 

29.  Lessened 

30.  Be  crazy  about 

31 .  Batting  stat 

32.  "Black  gold’’ 

33.  Filming  site 

36.  Backwoods 
affirmative 

37.  Acapulco  accolade 

38.  Backwoods  “scram !” 

40.  Actor  Heston 

41.  Hawaiian  roast  at  28- 
Across 

44. 1988  NFL  MVP 
Boomer 

46. 1960s  jacket  style 
named  for  a  Hindu 
leader 

48. 1960s  vocalist  Vikki 

49.  J.  Crew  rival 

50.  Big  Bird's  street 

54.  Bedding  and  such 

55. “... _ man  put 

asunder" 


56.  Nevada  Senator  Harry 

57.  “Novus _ 

Seclorum"  (words  on 
the  $1  bill) 

58.  Actress  Cameron 
60.  Capital  of  Norway 
62.  By  mouth 

64.  Cuban  hero  Guevara 

65.  Chowed  down 


Solution  on  Page  43 

NOTE:  The  Crossword, 
including  all  past  puzzles,  is 
now  available  at  www.noe- 
valleyvoice.com. 


illi  Valentine's  Day  just  around  the  earner,  Voice  reporter  Shayna  Rubin 
asked  Noe  Vail  cyans  strolling  near  the  farmers  market  on  24th  Street: 


What  is  the  most  romantic  place  in  Noe  Valley? 


Cameron  Campbell, 

Clipper  Street:  The 
French  Tulip  is  the 
most  romantic  place 
in  Noe  Valley.  It 
always  leads  to  a 
romantic  night  with  my  wile,  Anne. 


Lisa  Jaicks,  Eliza¬ 
beth  Street:  It  is  a 
tossup  between 
Martha's  Coffee  and 
the  farmers  market. 

Martha's  is  one  be¬ 
cause  my  partner  and  I  are  always  engaged 
in  deep  conversation  there.  The  farmers  mar¬ 
ket  is  the  other  because  it's  a  sensual  experi¬ 
ence.  There  are  lots  of  nice  sounds,  colors, 
smells,  and  everyone  is  close  and  warm. 

John  Peters,  Church 
Street:  Tamasei  Sushi 
is  the  most  romantic 
place  in  Noe  Valley.  It 
is  cozy  and  so  small 
that  you  can  only  go 
there  with  one  person.  My  wife  and  I  have 
always  gone  for  a  quiet  dinner  on  a  Friday. 


Psyche  Philips, 

Vicksburg  Street: 

The  most  romantic 
place  in  Noe  Valley  is 
that  little  bench  made 
out  ota  tree  stump  on 
Sanchez  and  2 1  si  streets.  It's  peaceful  and  it 
feels  like  it's  not  in  the  city. 

Bryan  Shiles,  Eliza¬ 
beth  Street:  Contigo 
is'the  most  romantic 
place  in  Noe  Valley 
because  the  food  is 
sensual  and  the  wine 
list  is  fabulous.  It  is  warm,  lively,  and  com¬ 
fortable.  When  I  have  dinner  with  my  wife, 
we  like  to  go  to  places  that  arc  casual. 


Steve  March,  Jersey 
Street:  The  most 
romantic  place  in  Noe 
Valley  is  Upper  Dou¬ 
glass  Park — through 
the  fence.  There  is  a 
great  view  of  the  city,  and  it  is  very  quiet 
and  nice. 


Regina  Eaustine,. 

Hoffman  Street: 

Upper  Douglass  Park 
is  the  most  romantic 
place  in  Noe  Valley. 

It  is  wooded,  there’s  a 
nice  view,  and  it  is  secluded. 


Cary  Rose,  Chat¬ 
tanooga  Street:  I  like 
to  take  a  stroll  to  get 
gelato  at  Tuttimelon. 

It  is  a  perfect  night  if 
you  can  have  ice 
cream  and  romance. 


Amanda  Meth. 

Church  Street:  St.* 

Paul's  Church  is  the 
most  romantic  place 
in  Noe  Valley.  I  have 
never  been  inside,  but 
I  love  the  classic  architecture.  I  love  build¬ 
ings  built-centuries  ago  and  that  it  is  still 
preserved. 


Ryan  Wiederkehr, 
Dolores  Street:  My 
back  yard  is  the  most 
romantic  place  in  Noe 
Valley.  There  is  a  nice 
bench  surrounded  by 
lots  of  plants. 


HERE  FOR  YOU 


4045  24th  Street,  Suite  A 


415.282.0830 


Old  Republic  is  proud  to  be  the  ONLY  title  company 
in  Noe  Valley.  We  are  excited  to  be  part  of  the 
community  and  look  forward  to  assisting  you  with 
your  title  and  escrow  needs. 


Michelle  Patterson 
Escrow  Officer 
mpatterson@ortc  com 


Chris  Matthtfws 
Branch  Manager 
cmatthews@ortc .  com 


Bonnie  Manning 
Account  Executive 
bmanning@ortc.com 


Sandy  Churton 
Asst.  Branch  Manager 
Escrow  Officer 
schurton@ortc.com 


Terry  Pizzo 
Escrow  Officer 
tpizzo@ortc.com 


Is  a  Will  still  on  your  to-do  list?  Need  to  nominate  guardians  for  your 
kids?  Don’t  have  a  lot  of  money  right  now  but  still 
wake  up  at  night  worrying  about  the  ‘what-ifs’? 

Don’t  panic! 

Panic-free  Planning  Workshops 

Get  the  basics  in  place  without  breaking  the  bank. 
$215  per  person  or  $330  per  couple 

check  website  for  Winter  schedule 

Amy  Shelf 

Counselor  at  Law 

amy@amyshelf.com  (415)  643-1 292 
www.amyshelf.com 

also  offering  a  full-service  estate  planning  and  probate  practice 


New  Mailing  Address  for  the  Noe  Valley  Voice 


Dear  Readers,  Advertisers, 
Subscribers  and  Writers, 
friends  all, 

We  haven't  yet  moved 
from  1021  Sanchez  Street, 
San  Francisco,  CA  94114, 
but  you  could  be  among 
the  first  to  grace  our  new 
post  office  box  at  24th 
Street's  Noe  Valley  station, 
where  in  a  few  months,  all 
your  "snail  mail"  will  be 
directed. 


We  actually  love  letters  (and 
checks)  written  by  hand,  placed  in 
a  paper  envelope,  with  an  often 
lovely  stamp  affixed.  Remember 
sealing  wax? 

We're  not  suggesting  a  return  to 
the  19th  century, ±>ut  not  every¬ 
thing  needs  to  be  a  digital/elec¬ 
tronic  communication.  Write  us  a 
letter  today.  Slower  can  be  fun! 


The  Noe  Valley  Voice 

PO  Box  460249 

San  Francisco,  CA  94146 


Supporting  snail  mail  since  a  first-class  stamp  cost  13<t 
THE  NOE  VALLEY  VOICE 
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LETTERS 


Remember  Posing  with  Santa? 

Editor: 

My  name  is  Fima,  and  I  own  Fima  Pho¬ 
tography.  In  December,  I  took  photo¬ 
graphs  of  children  with  Santa  in  front  of 
Zephyr  Real  Estate  on  24th  Street.  So  far, 
only  about  10  percent  of  parents  have 
come  to  pick  up  their  photographs. 

I  want  everyone  to  know  that  if  their 
children  were  photographed  with  Santa, 
they  can  come  to  my  studio,  located  at 
1414  Castro  Street  (between  Jersey  and 
25th)  and  pick  up  their  free  5x7  photo¬ 
graph. 

Fima  Gelman 
1414  Castro  Street.  Suite  A 
415-641-1010 
www.FimaPhotography.com 

Orange  Alert  in  Upper  Noe 

Editor: 

In  December,  my  two  cars  were  broken 
into  three  times  at  Sanchez  and  Valley 
streets.  The  culprits  have  taken  mostly 
spare  change,  but  they  did  steal  some  sun¬ 
glasses  and  a  gym  bag  I  had  left  in  the 
trunk.  They  broke  a  window  one  time. 
I've  reported  the  incidents  to  the  police 


and  hope  that  if  others  have  been  bur¬ 
glarized  this  way.  they  will  report  the 
crimes  to  the  SFPD.  There's  an  online 
form  at  this  link:  http://www.sf-police 
.orgt index.  asp.\?page=778. 

Since  I  made  my  initial  report,  I've 
been  contacted  by  SFPD  lngleside  twice 
to  follow  up  on  what  was  apparently  a 
string  of  incidents.  They  told  me  they  1 
were  aware  of  an  increase  in  burglaries 
and  had  assigned  a  special  problem-solv¬ 
ing  team  to  the  area. 

Meanwhile,  a  neighbor  reported  spot¬ 
ting  some  out-of-place  loiterers  at  5  a.m. 
who  appeared  to  be  casing  houses  by  ob¬ 
serving  when  people  left  their  homes  in 
the  morning.  Also,  a  different  neighbor's 
benches,  which  were  in  front  of  their 
house  on  the  sidewalk  for  at  least  10 
years,  were  vandalized. 

So  be  on  the  lookout  for  people  who  are 
loitering  around  homes,  especially  in  the 
early  hours,  and  call  the  police  non-emer¬ 
gency  number  to  report  suspicious  peo¬ 
ple  (553-0123).  Lock  your  car  doors  and 
don't  leave  anything  valuable  in  your  cars. 

Steve  Komlos 
Upper  Noe 


Overwhelmed? 

Talk  to  someone  who  can  help. 

Psychotherapy  &  Consultation 
4155  24th  St.  San  Francisco 

Call  415-505-0179  for  a  free  consultation. 

Licensed  Marriage  &  Family  Therapist  MFC  #43762 
www.TherapistSF.com 


L.  Flick  Hatcher 


Bike  to  Marin  for  M.S. 

Editor: 

I  live  in  Noe  Valley  and  would  like  to 
invite  my  neighbors  to  participate  in  an 
event  that  benefits  the  nonprofit  National 
Multiple  Sclerosis  Society.  The  event, 
taking  place  Sept  25-26,  is  called  "Bike 
M.S.:  Waves  to  Wine,"  and  participants 
raise  money  for  M.S.  while  biking  from 
San  Francisco  to  Flealdsburg. 

The  cost  is  $35  until  March  30,  $50  un¬ 
til  June  29.  and  $65  until  Sept.  25.  with  a 
$350  minimum  fundraising  requirement. 

The  two-day  ride  is  fully  supported,  so 
all  you  have  to  worry  about  is  riding  from 
the  start  to  the  finish  each  day.  Day  I 
leaves  from  S.F.  and  heads  over  the 
Golden  Gate  Bridge  to  Marin  County. 
You'll  bike  north  on  Highway  1  and  then 
inland  to  Rohnert  Park  for  an  overnight 
filled  with  music,  food,  and  beer  and  wine 
from  our  generous  sponsors.  Day  2  will 
leave  Rohnert  Park  and  wind  its  way 
through  wine  country,  ending  in  Healds- 
burg.  Both  days  are  75  miles,  with  a  1 00- 
mile  option  on  Day  1  and  a  40-  to  50-mile 
option  each  day.  You  can  sign  up  at 
vi'Mvr.nc/re.vrmi  ine.org . 

For  more  information,  email  infofg. 
msi  omieciion.org  or  cal  I  Liz  Bernstein  of 
Bike  M.S.  at  415-230-6678. 

Join  this  great  cause! 

Abby  Weidner  Brody 


CORRECTION 


In  the  Store  Trek  section  of  our  December 
2009/January  2010  issue,  the  Noe  Valles 
Voice  mistakenly  primed  the  wrong  first 
name  for  Robert  Hanfling.  the  founder  and 
co-owner  of  Star  Magic,  the  gift  store  at 
4028  24th  Street.  We  apologize  for  the  er¬ 
ror.  and  hope  readers  will  read  the  cor¬ 
rected  story  at  www.noeYalleyyoiee.com. 
Or  better  yet.  go  visit  the  shop — it’s  cur¬ 
rently  open  every  day  except  Tuesday.  1 1 
a.m.  to  6  p.m. 


Brown  &  Co.  is  pleased  to  congratulate  and 
recognize  Pete  Brannigan  for  his 
accomplishments  and  sales  in  Real  Estate. 

In  2009,  PETE  BRANNIGAN  WAS  THE 
#i  TOP  PRODUCING  AGENT  IN  NOE 
VALLEY  AND  SURROUNDING 
NEIGHBORHOODS  IN  DISTRICT  5.* 


Pete’s  production  was  a  real  asset  to  the  newly 
opened  Brown  &  Co  office  at  4156  -  24th  St.  @ 
Castro  and  to  the  many  valued  Buyers  and 
Sellers  that  he  represented  in  Noe  Valley  and 
surrounding  areas.  His  knowledge  of  the  prop¬ 
erties,  neighborhoods,  and  their  values  along 
with  his  experience  in  pricing  and  presenting 
all  types  of  residential  properties,  has  put 
Brown  &  Co.  Noe  and  his  valued  clients 
officially  “ON  THE  MAP.” 


Lw  restrict  S 


*  #\  top  producing  agent  in  Noe  Valley  & 
District  5  as  per  San  Francisco  Board  of  Realtors 
Multiple  Listing  statistics.  His  service  to  his  many 
valued  clients  was  rated  #1  as  well. 


Brown  &  Co. 

a  li  A  t  U  STAY  Ji 

N  O  H  V  A  L 1 E  V 


4156  24th  Street,  San  Francisco,  CA  94114.  0:415.401.9900 

775  Monterey  Boulevard,  San  Francisco,  CA  94127.  0:415.334. 7596 

2207  Lombard  Street,  San  Francisco,  CA  94123  0:415.922.7596 
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Happy  to  Help  Haiti.  Katy  Jones  (left)  mans  a  table  on  24th  Street  and  offers  baked  goods  that  she  and  friends  from  Fairmount  and  James  Lick  schools  made  the  night  before.  1 00%  of  her  profits 
were  going  to  the  £ed  Cross  Haiti  Relief  Fund.  Photo  by  Pamela  Gerard 


E3*' iAls 


See  our  new  mixed-use  building  in  progress  on  Cortland  Avenue! 


fxhttecimexom 


Get  organized  with  our 
SMART  Design  Study. 

Put  our  design  intelligence 
to  work  for  you! 

See  website  for  details. 


Designing  modern  buildings  today  for  a  sustainable  tomorrow. 


*  * 


* 

Food  you  eat. 


4288  24th  Street  ★  San  Francisco 
415.821.7652  ★  fireflyrestaurant.com 
prix-fix  menu  Sunday-Thursday  *  $35  for  3  courses 
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A  Fresh  Approach 
To  New  Restaurants 

CONTINUED  FROM  PAGE  1 

hood."  While  they  occasionally  dine  in 
Noe  Valley,  the  couple  said  they  mostly 
go  out  to  eat  at  bistros  and  cafes  on  Va¬ 
lencia  Street  a  few  blocks  away.  “Some 
of  the  best  restaurants  in  the  city  are  down 
there,"  said  Andy  Brown. 

Famished  on  24th  Street? 

Carol  Yenne,  who  owns  Small  Frys 
children's  clothing  store  on  24th  Street, 
said  that's  exactly  why  she  and  other  mer¬ 
chants  have  been  lobbying  the. city  to 
loosen  the  restaurant  restrictions.  "Why 
don't  we  have  more  nice  restaurants  on 
24th  Street?  Why  are  they  all  opening  on 
Valencia  Street?" 

Yenne  said  that  over  the  years  she  had 
watched  new  cafes  gravitate  to  the  Mis¬ 
sion  while  24th  Street  storefronts  stood 
empty  in  a  tough  economy. 

‘"We’ve  lost  seven  restaurants"  since 
the  city  imposed  restrictions  in  the  late 
1 980s.  said  Yenne,  a  former  president  and 
longtime  member  of  the  Noe  Valley  Mer¬ 
chants  and  Professionals  Association. 

The  original  zoning  law.  passed  in 
1987.  put  a  fixed  limit  on  the  number  of 
bars  and  restaurants  on  24th  Street  from 
Chattanooga  to  Diamond  (and  several 
surrounding  blocks).  Since  the  limit  was 
reached  long  ago,  the  effect  has  been  a 
ban  on  new  cafes — unless  an  existing 
food-serving  establishment  happens  to 
vacate  its  storefront. 

Neighborhood  activists  at  the  time 
championed  the  tough  measure  because 
of  fears  that  trendy  restaurants  and  night¬ 
clubs  would  supplant  shoe  repair,  clean¬ 
ers.  locksmiths,  and  other  small  busi¬ 
nesses  on  24th  Street,  just  as  they  had  on 
Union  Street  and  other  strips  in  the  city. 


When  the  ordinance  first  took  effect, 
diners  in  Noe  Valley  could  choose  among 
29  restaurants  and  four  takeouts.  Ac¬ 
cording  to  city  planner  Tara  Sullivan,  just 
over  two  decades  later,  the  number  of 
restaurants  on  24th  Street  has  dwindled  to 
22,  though  there  are  currently  13  takeout 
locations. 

In  the  meantime,  the  number  of  vacant 
storefronts  has  jumped  from  one  in  1987 
to  15  today,  she  said. 

-Sullivan  noted  that  “the  character  of 
Noe  Valley  has  changed"  over  the  past  20 
years,  as  a  new  generation  of  younger  and 
wealthier  residents  has  flocked  to  the 
neighborhood. 

Slow  Food  Only 

Under  the  proposed  changes  for  24th 
Street,  a  new  restaurant  would  still  have 
to  obtain  a  conditional  use  permit  and  un¬ 
dergo  public  hearings.  The  city  would  ap¬ 
prove  or  deny  restaurant  applications  on 
a  case-by-case  basis. 

In  addition,  large  fast  food  franchises 
like  In-N-Out  Burger,  Taco  Bell,  and 
KFC  would  be  expressly  forbidden. 

The  safeguards  in  the  legislation,  cou¬ 
pled  with  a  competitive  marketplace, 
would  prevent  Noe  Valley  from  being 
overrun  by  restaurants,  promised  Boe 
Hayward,  a  legislative  aide  to  Supervisor 
Bevan  Dufty.  The  supervisor  initiated  the 
push  for  additional  restaurants  last  Octo¬ 
ber  at  the  request  of  local  merchants. 

“Even  if  you  have  a  rush  to  fill  seven 
restaurants,  we’re  back  to  where  we  were 
15  to  20  years  ago."  Hayward  said.  And 
because  it's  so  expensive  to  open  a  restau¬ 
rant  in  San  Francisco,  “this  is  not  just 
something  people  are  going  to  jump  into 
willy-nilly."  he  said. 

Diamond  Street  ‘resident  Pat  Bus- 
covich  agreed  when  he  testified  at  a  meet¬ 
ing  of  the  Planning  Commission  on  Jan. 
14.  “You  are  not  going  to  see  any  great 
sea  change  on  24th  Street  as  a  result. 


These  are  things  that  will  allow  24th 
Street  to  grow  and  progress.  I  think  it’s;  a 
really  good  idea.” 

Some  Warn  of  Congestion 

But  Eleanore  Gerhardt  and  Jean  Amos 
told  the  commission  that  the  plan  did  not 
sit  well  with  them.  In  the  mid- 1 980s.  both 
Gerhardt  and  Amos  were  actively  in¬ 
volved  in  Friends  of  Noe  Valley,  the  civic 
group  that  fought  for  the  restrictions. 

"We  have  over  50  places  where  we  can 
buy  food,  drink,  either  prepared  or  to  take 
home,"  Gerhardt  said.  “And  allowing  for 
more  restaurants  literally  increases  the 
parking  problems,  and  with  the  'daily  de¬ 
livery  of  materials  to  the  restaurants,  it' 
would  increase  traffic." 

She  acknowledged  that  the  economic 
downturn,  with  its  emblematic  empty 
storefronts,  had  hurt  the  neighborhood. 
“As  the  economy  improves,  so  will  24th 
Street,"  she  said.  "I  really  do  not  think  you 
can  eat  your  way  out  of  a  recession." 

Amos  argued  that  the  effort  to  repeal 
the  legislation  was  a  “movement"  pushed 
by  merchants  who  "would  directly  bene¬ 
fit  from  having  tourists  coming  through. 
Their  business  obviously  would  increase, 
but  this  is  not  a  good  use  for  a  neighbor¬ 
hood,"  Amos  said. 

City  planner  Sullivan  contended  oth¬ 
erwise.  She  said  that  last  fall’s  advent  of 
Whole  Foods,  the  popular  gourmet  and 
natural  grocery  store,  had  increased  vi¬ 
tality  on  24th  Street,  and  “certainly  some 
new  restaurants  have  wanted  to  come  in." 

Two  Permits  Unused 

The  clamor  for  additional  restaurants 
prompted  the  city  four  years  ago  to  grant 
exemptions  for  three  new  full-service  es¬ 
tablishments.  But  only  one  of  the  three  is 
serving  meals  today — and  the  grace  pe¬ 
riod  to  open  closed  in  March  2009. 

“|  The  other]  two  have  taken  out  per¬ 
mits,  but  because  of  the  economy  or  other 


reasons,  they  have  not  opened  their 
restaurants  and  [have]  essentially  locked 
out  any, new  restaurants  from  coming  in." 
Sullivan  said. 

The  one  success  story  is  Contigo,  a 
tapas  bar  at  1320  Castro  Street  near  24th 
Street.  It  opened  last  March  and  has 
drawn  rave  reviews  for  its  Spanish  and 
Catalan  cuisine. 

However,  a  defunct  barbershop  at  1 298 
Church  Street  (at  25th  Street),  where 
plans  called  for  a  Vietnamese  fusion 
restaurant,  remains  boarded  up.  Also,  the 
owners  of  a  permit  to  open  a  diner  spe¬ 
cializing  in  soups  never  got  their  opera¬ 
tion  running  at  4 1 28  24th  Street,  a  former 
real  estate  office  between  Diamond  and 
Castro  streets. 

"They  took  the  applications  and  per¬ 
mits  and  used  up  the  two  spots  and 
haven’t  opened."  said  Robert  Roddick, 
current  president  of  the  Noe  Valley  Mer¬ 
chants  Association.  "They’ve  created  a 
real  problem." 

A  community  forum  on  a  City  Planning 
decision  to  lift  the  limit  on  new  restau¬ 
rants  on  24th  Street  will  he  held  Thurs¬ 
day.  Fch.  25.  7:30  p.m..  at  St.  Philip's 
Church.  665  Elizabeth  Street  between 
Castro  and  Diamond  streets.  Participants 
will  include  Supervisor  Bevan  Dufty.  the 
Noe  Valiev  Merchants  and  Professionals 
Association,  the  Noe  Valley  Association. 
Friends  of  Noe  Valley,  the  Noe  Valley 
Democratic  Club,  and  Upper  Noe  Neigh¬ 
bors.  Officials  from  the  Planning  De¬ 
partment  will  be  available  to  discuss  and 
answer  questions  about  the  code.  ■ 
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Our  skilled  team  of  remodelers  offers  both  design/build 


projects  using  our  licensed,  in-house  architect  and  general 


contractor  services  in  collaboration  with  your  designer 


Whole  House  Renovations  •  New,  Updated  Kitchens 


Master  Suite  Garage  Additions  •  Historic  Restorations 


Kevin  Wallace  offers  on-site  consultations  for  prospective  properties, 
providing  an  expert  assessment  and  in-depth,  local  knowledge. 

•  for  HomebuyerS:  Details  and  perspective  that  will  help  you  make 
informed  decisions  and  guide  you  toward  opportunities  to  enhance  a  property 
and  its  future  value' for  you  as  the  new  owner. 

•/or  Real  Estate  Brokers:  Concise,  invaluable  information  about 
properties  that  will  help  you  build  targeted  sales  and  marketing  strategies  and 
add  tremendous  value  to  your  clients'  listings. 

•  for  Small  Businesses:  Answers  that  help  envision  the  possibilities 
of  a  commercial  space  and  how  it  will  serve  your  needs,  from  build-out 
options  to  permit  process  and  timeline. 


Since  1973.  A  local  Noe  Valley  business  since  1982. 


415.550.1993 

www.wallaceremodeling.com 

BKBBM 


■ 
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Contractors  Lie.  4601656 
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CALIFORNIA  MISSION-STYLE  HOME  AND  APARTMENT 

Centrally  located  in  Eureka  Valley  with  expansive  views  of 
surrounding  Corona  Heights,  this  two-bedroom  home 
features  an  open  floor  plan  perfect  for  entertaining, 
exceptional  period  detailing,  a  chef’s  kitchen  with  Viking 
appliances  and  custom  cabinetry,  garden  and  parking. 
Additionally,  there’s  a  legal  1-BR  apartment  that  may  be 
rented  or  incorporated  into  the  main  house. 

>  Offered  at  $1,249,000 


Making  Homework  Easy 

) 

Stephen  Moore 

DRE#  874403 
415.701.2607 

stephen@stephenmoorehomes.com 


window  coverings 


custom  draperies  and  shades 
custom  shutters 
motorization 
solar  screen  shades 
custom  furniture 
complete  interior  design 


O  design  <>  sales/service  O  installation 


415.839.8686 

or  650.777.8072 
info@www@shadewindow.com 


HunterDouglas 

window  fashions 


Has  Moved! 

You  will  now  find 
Artsake 
at 

Just  For  Fun 

&  $cu66/ec/ooc//e) 

3982  24th  Street 
Noe  Valley 
415-283-4068 

c§ame  staff, 

same  great  art  supplies, 
just  a  new  location! 

Come  see  us  soon! 

c  _ : _ > 


SWATDEE  Thai  Cuisine 
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Thank  You 

/ 

for  Your 

Noe  Valley 
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Support! 
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Specializing  in  Curry 

Serving  lunch  and  dinner  •  Ask  about  our  daily  specials  •  Take-out  menu  available 

PHONE  415-824-8070  www.swatdeesf.com  415-285-5274  FAX 
4 166  24th  Street  between  Castro  and  Diamond 

Open  for  Lunch:  Monday  through  Saturday  10:30  —  4 
Dinner:  Monday  through  Saturday  4  —  10  •  Sunday  4:30  -  10 


Happy  Valentine’s  Day  to  All  Our  Noe  Valley 
Friends  and  Customers! 


Martha 

&BROS. 


COFFEE  COMPANY 


SINCE  1987 


3868  24th  Street  •  641-4433 

1551  Church  (at  Duncan)  •  648-1166 
745  Cortland  Avenue  •  642-7585 
2800  California  Street  •  931-2281 


We  Roost  Our  Own! 

Offering  50  Varieties  of 
C*0*FmF*E*E 

by  the  pound  or  half-pound 

Custom  Drinks 
Healthy  Breakfasts 

Open  Monday  through  Friday 

5:30  a.m.  to  8 p.m. 
Saturdays  6 a.m.  to  8 p.m. 

Sundays  6  a.m.  to  7 pan. 

FREE  Bag  of 
40  FILTROPA  FILTERS 

With  purchase  of  any  1  lb.  of  coffee 
(except  those  on  sale) 

February  only,  with  this  ad 


NOE’S  BAR 


Noe  Valley’s  Original  Sports  Bar 


The  Best  in  Sports  Viewing! 


Located  at  the  corner  of  24th  &  Church 

415-282-4007 
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Merchants  Get  a 
Lift  Over  Holidays 

CONTINUED  FROM  PAGE  1 

noon  on  a  recent  weekday,  nearly  every 
table  was  occupied  by  diners  enjoying 
such  varied  fare  as  coffee  and  pastries, 
oatmeal,  salads,  soup,  and  sandwiches. 

“There’s  a  nice  lunch  rush — lots  of 
moms  with  strollers,"  said  manager  Anna 
Kelly.  And  weekends  have  been  busier 
than  expected.” 

Parents  Being  Practical 

Moms  with  strollers  were  also  seen  in 
large  numbers  at  Small  Frys  and  Peekaboo- 
tique,  stores  catering  to  the  needs  of  in¬ 
fants  and  small  children  near  the  western 
end  of  the  24th  Street  business  corridor. 

Owner  Carol  Yenne  said  Small  Frys 
posted  double-digit  sales  gains  in  De¬ 
cember  compared  with  a  year  earlier, 
though  annual  sales  trailed  those  of  2008. 
Practical  products — strollers,  car-seat 
covers,  diaper  bags — sold  briskly,  as  did 
shoes,  pajamas,  and  jackets.  Dresses  from 
Tea,  a  San  Francisco  children's  clothing 
label,  were  also  in  demand.  “We’re  try¬ 
ing  to  be  optimistic,”  she  said. 

Around  the  corner  on  Castro,  Peeka- 
bootique  co-owner  Michele  Furlong  said 
bargain-hunters  homed  in  on  toys  costing 
less  than  $20.  "High  price-point  items 
just  didn't  sell.  We’ve  had  to  rethink  our 
approach,"  she  said. 

Practical  gifts — hats,  coats,  shoes, 
socks,  tights,  and  underwear — sold  well. 


as  did  boys’  used  clothing.  Furlong  said. 
“We’re  having  trouble  keeping  used  stuff 
in  stocl^," 

Although  last  year’s  sales  were  little 
changed  from  2008,  Furlong  said  she 
thinks  “we’ve  hit  the  hardest  patch.  Peo¬ 
ple  are  more  optimistic.  And  the  baby 
boom  we'r§  experiencing  will  be  good  for 
business.” 

Find  Art  in  Just  for  Fun 

Back  on  24th  Street,  the  holidays  were 
bittersweet  for  David  Eiland  and  Robert 
Ramsey,  who  closed  Artsake,  their  six- 


year-old  art  supply  store  opposite  Whole 
Foods,  in  early  January. 

“It  was  all  about  cutting  costs  ”  said  Ei¬ 
land.  who  with  Ramsey  also  owns  Just  for 
Fun,  a  card,  stationery,  and  gift  shop  on 
the  same  block.  He  said  they  found  room 
for  98  percent  of  Artsake ’s  wares  at  Just 
for  Fun,  dropping  only  a  high-end  line  of 
acrylic  paints  that  never  sold  well. 

Closing  Artsake  reduces  overhead  by 
$5,800  a  month — money  that  can  be 
plowed  into  the  business  or  used  to  reduce 
debt.  In  addition,  at  Just  for  Fun  art  sup¬ 
plies  can  be  displayed  in  street-level  win¬ 
dows,  which  was  not  possible  in  the  old 
location. 

Eiland  said  fourth-quarter  merchan¬ 
dise  sales  were  "pleasantly  robust." 
though  total  revenue  was  down  1.2  per¬ 
cent  due  to  a  drop  in  custom  printing  or¬ 


ders  from  corporate  clients. 

“January  is  off  to  a  good  start,”  he  con¬ 
tinued.  "I’m  jazzed  for  2010.” 

Duncan’s  Den  and  D.O.A. 

Two  blocks  to  the  west,  near  Diamond, 
San  Francisco  Mystery  Bookstore  owner 
Diane  Kudisch  said  that  after  a  slow  fall, 
business  picked  up  from  Thanksgiving  to 
Christmas.  Sales  benefited  from  the  ad¬ 
dition  of  a  children’s  section  she  calls 
Duncan’s  Den  after  her  dog  Duncan,  a 
basset-pointer  mix.  “A  girl  just  bought 
three  Nancy  Drew  mysteries.” 

To  help  keep  the  momentum  going, 
Kudisch  commissioned  a  TV  commercial 
that  pays  homage  to  the  1950  film-noir 
classic  D.O.A.,  which  is  set  in  San  Fran¬ 
cisco.  The  ad  is  running  on  such  cable 
channels  as  A&E  and  TLC. 

The  store  also  sports  a  bright  new  crim¬ 
son  awning  proclaiming  it  to  be  “The 
Oldest  Mystery  Bookstore  in  the  U.S.A.” 

Meanwhile,  the  oldest  butcher  shop  in 
San  Francisco,  the  1 20-year-old  Drewes 
Bros.  Meats,  keeps  rolling  along.  After  a 
dizzying  drop  in  sales  that  coincided  with 
the  Whole  Foods  opening,  business 
bounced  back  in  November  and  Decem¬ 
ber. 

“The  holidays  were  fine,”  said  Josh 
Epple,  who  owns  the  venerable  Church 
Street  shop.  "We  had  plenty  of  orders. 
January  is  off  to  a  good  start,  but  it  will 
take  a  month  or  so  to  tell  if  October  was 
an  aberration.” 

Epple  said  he  is  considering  adding 
prepared  foods  to  attract  hungry  com¬ 
muters  embarking  from  the  J-Church 
streetcar  in  front  of  the  shop. 

“We’re  going  to  keep  on,"  he  declared. 
"The  community  has  been  very  support¬ 
ive.  We  made  it  through  the  1906  quake 
and  two  world  wars.  We’ll  get  through 
this.”  ■ 


Carol  Robinson,  EA 


Member  of  the  National 
Association  of  Enrolled  Agents 


•  Individual  •  Tax  Planning 

•  Business  Returns  •  Prior  Year  Returns 

•  Electronic  Filing  •  Out-of-State  Returns 

Call  for  an  app ointment  TODAY! 

300  Vicksburg  Street  #1,  San  Francisco  •  415-821-3200 


David  Eiland  says  he’s  blended  98  percent  of  the  art  supplies  from  the  now-closed  Artsake 
into  Just  for  Fun,  the  gift  store  he  co-owns  on  24th  Street  near  Noe.  Photo  by  Pamela  Gerard 
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Both  merchants  and  residents  share  an  affection  for  La  Boulange.  The  cozy  bakery/cafe  has 
drawn  crowds  to  24th  Street  from  the  first  day  it  opened  in  November.  Photo  by  Pamela  Gerard 


(on  the  corner  of  24th  near  Church  Street) 


Notary  Public  Service 


Piazza 

LANGUAGE  & 


D  ’  I  T  A  L  I  A 

Travel  School 


Learn 


Italian 

In  NOE  VALLEY  through 

Music,  Cooking,  & 
Conversational  Classes! 

Next  session  —  March  1st! 


www.pia2zaditalia.0rg  415.285.5130 


FRENCH  BISTRO 

WINE  BAR 

LUNCH  •  TAPAS  •  DINNER 
WEEKEND  BRUNCH 


WINE  FEST  On  THURSDAYS! 

Join  us  for  dinner  on  Thursdays 
and  receive  a  30%  discount  on 
your  bottle  of  wine. 


LeZiNC 

FRENCH  BISTRO 


4063  24TH  STREET  SAN  FRANCISCO 
T.  415  647  9400  www.lezinc.com 
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INTIMATE,  SIMPLE  AND 
UNDENIABLY  GLOBAL 


|  menus  and  more  visit  pomelosf.com 

outer  noe  valley 

1793  church  street  san  francisco  ca  94131  /  415  285  2257 
brunch:  Saturday  and  Sunday  10:00  -  2:30 
dinner:  nightly  5:30 

inner  sunset 

92  judah  street  san  francisco  ca  94122  /  415  731  6175 
lunch:  jnonday  to  friday  1 1 :30  -  2:00 
dinner:  nightly  5:30 


REFRESHINGLY  GLOBAL 


g§ 

FIT 

WELL 

■ 

Chiropractic  Sports  Medicine 


Active  Release  Techniques  ® 

Massage  Therapy 

Complete  Chiropractic  Care 

Graston  Techniques 

Progressive  Rehabilitation 

Pilates 

You've  changed  my  whole 
perspective  on  what  I  can 
achieve  with  my  body. 

Cheers,  Lisa 
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Whether  you  are  on  a  hill  or  in  the  valley 

FOR  ALL  YOUR  REAL  ESTATE  NEEDS... 
ALWAYS  DEMAND  THE  BEST 

Let  Hendel  Handle  It 


Dattid  Hendelj  Real  Estate  Agent 

Top  Producer  -  President's  Premier  -  Top  1  Percent  Internationally 

(415)  338-0221 

www.danhendel.com 
Homes  on  Hills  by  Hendel 

Thank  you  for  your  referrals! 

Call  for  a  free  market  analysis 


COLDUieU. 


BANKjBR 


NORTHERN  CALIFORNIA 


Coldwell  Banker 
2633  Ocean  Ave.  at  19th 
San  Francisco,  CA  94132 


[stitch] 


Call  to  schedule  an 
in-home  consultation. 

(415)641-6081 

www.stitchsf.com 


Finish  your  room 

with  custom  furnishings  from  Stitch. 
-Hundreds  of  fabrics 
-Custom  hardware 
-Curtains  and  blinds 
-NEW  natural  shade  products 
-Solar  shades  &  motorization 
-Window  seats  &  slipcovers 
-Duvets,  pillows  &  shams 


Savor 

The 

Flavor 

Qt 

(415) 

;  1500 

282-0919 

Church  Street 

Integral  Counseling  Center 
at  Church  Street 

Affordable,  reliable,  caring  counseling 

SERVICES  FOR  THE  NOE  VALLEY  COMMUNITY. 

The.Integral  Counseling  Center  offers  mind-body-spirit  psychotherapy  to 
individuals,  couples,  and  families,  providing  a  safe  and  supportive  setting  to  explore 
a  wide  range  of  life  issues — emotional,  interpersonal,  psychological,  or  spiritual. 

•  Relationship  and  Family  Concerns 

•  Anxiety  and  Stress 

•  Depression  and  Loneliness 

•  Abuse  Issues 

•  Grief  and  loss 

•  Scxuality/Body  Image 

•  Life  Transitions/Crises 

•  Occupational  Concerns/Choices 

•  Personal  Grosvth/Spititual  Issues 


1782  Chi.kl.h  St.,  San  Francisco  *415.6482644 
ATOV.IN  TEtiRAU  XtyNSEUNttCEN'IlR.ORr; 
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Cassandra  Mettling-Davis,  Architect 

415  664  3400 

Specializing  in  kitchens,  bathrooms  and  remodels. 
CMDarchitecture.com 

801  Portola  Drive  Suite  104  SF  CA  94127 


CMD  Architecture  I  San  Francisco 


A  Sit-Down  with 
Officer  Lorraine 
Lombardo,  SFPD 

CONTINUED  FROM  PAGE  I 

Special  Police,  a  private  group  that  gets 
training  from  the  Police  Academy  and  is 
supervised  by  the  San  Francisco  Police 
Department.  Lombardo  says  she  appreci¬ 
ates  Officer  Jane  Warner  of  the  Special 
Patrol.  “We  communicate  well,  and  it’s 
great  having  her  around.” 

The  Noe  Valley  Voire  last  profiled 
Lombardo  1 8  years  ago  in  the  April  1 992 
issue.  “In  fact,  I  think  I  was  interviewed 
right  here,"  she  gestures  to  the  interior  of 
Bernie's.  "But  back  then,  it  was 
Spinelli’s.” 

She  still  has  the  same  schedule — a 
"4/10.  which  means  I'm  on  four  days  with 
a  10-hour  shift  from  1 1  a.m.  to  9  p.m.,  and 
I  never  know  when  my  days  off  will  be. 
They’re  never  the  same  days." 

Even  though  she  doesn’t  live  in  the 
neighborhood — "To  buy  a  house.  I’m 
short  about  a  million,”  she  laughs — Lom¬ 
bardo  says  that  the  people  of  NoY  Valley 
are  like  a  family  to  her.  "People  are  in¬ 
formal  and  comfortable.” 

She  attends  the  Noe  Valley  Merchants 
Association  meetings.  "1  think  we  have  a 
mutual  respect  after  all  these  years.  That’s 
not  so  easy  to  say  for  some  officers."  She 
also  tries  to  be  available  for  special  events 
like  the  Harvest  Festival  and  Noel  Stroll. 
“If  people  specifically  ask  for  me,  the  sta¬ 
tion  will  work  to  get  me  here." 

Guard  That  Laptop 

Over  her  career,  she's  been  involved  in 
two  shootings,  but -most  of  the  incidents 
she  encounters  in  Noe  Valley  fall  into  the 
category  of  petty  theft,  burglary,  narcotics, 
robbery,  or  aggressive  panhandling. 

Lombardo  notes  there  has  been  a  spate 
of  laptop  thefts  in  cafes  in  recent  months. 
She  looks  around  at  the  other  Bernie’s  pa¬ 
trons,  and  there  are  at  least  six  sitting  with 
laptops  (including  this  reporter). 

“If  you're  getting  up  to  get  your  coffee 
or  cream  or  to  go  to  the  bathroom,  take 
your  laptop  with  you.  Or  ask  someone  to 
watch  it  for  you."  says  Lombardo.  "Stolen 
laptops,  cell  phones. ..they’re  really  easy 
to  sell." 

Another  too  common  crime  in  the 
neighborhood  is  home  invasion.  "A  basic 
reminder  that  we  all  need  to  hear  is  don’t 
forget  to  lock  your  doors,”  says  Lom¬ 
bardo.  "Particularly  back  doors  to  gar¬ 
dens.  Make  sure  you  lock  your  houses 
completely.  A  lot  of  people  who  have 
lived  30.  40.  50  years  in  Noe  Valley  tell 
me,  ‘I  feel  safe.’  But  we’ve  had  a  string 
of  burglaries  over  the  years,  and  I  don't 
want  to  see  people  lose  their  property 
while  they're  asleep." 

Lombardo  also  handles  traffic  patrol 
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415)  641-0188 
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Reviews  on  tripadvisor.com  and  yejp.com 

www.innsf.com 


Lorraine  Lombardo's  standard  mode  of  transportation,  when  scouting  for  cars  doing  illegal  U-turns  on  Noe  .Valley’s  main  drag,  is  her  trusty 
police-issue  mountain  bike.  Photos  by  Pamela  Gerard 


Officer  Lombardo  can't  walk  far  on  24th  Street  without  running  into  one  of  her  friends. 
When  she  wants  people  to  come  to  her,  she  handcuffs  her  bike  outside  Bernie's  or  Martha's. 


wanted  to  go  to  New  York.  From  the  first 
day  I  came  on  the  beat,  you  don't  know 
how  many  times  I’ve  been  asked.  ‘What 
are  you  doing  in  this  job'?’  I  was  32  when 
I  came  in.  I  had  a  sales  background,  and 
I  liked  working  with  people  and  working 
outside.  And  I  was  tired  of  not  having  job 
security." 

Before  joining  the  SFPD.  Lombardo 
owned  her  own  business,  the  Coffee  Con¬ 
nection  in  Marin,  which  supplied  coffee 
to  offices.  "I  went  from  wearing  business 
suits  and  high  heels  to  carrying  a  gun.” 

As  for  her  family  at  home,  they  don’t 
worrj'.  From  one  of  the  many  pockets  in 
her  uniform,  Lombardo  takes  out  a  photo 
of  her.two  cats.  Prince  and  King.  “These 
are  the  only  men  in  my  life.” 

She  likes  dogs  too.  and  is  eager  to  visit 
the  two  sheltie  puppies  in  Just  for  Fun.  to 
frolic  with  them  on  the  floor.  As  she  heads 
out  the  door,  she  gives  a  wave  to 
Bernadette  Melvin,  owner  of  Bernie's. 

“Noe  Valley  is  a  great  neighborhood." 
Lombardo  says.  "It’s  hard  to  find  much 
wrong  with  it."  ■ 


and  says  she  sees  many  drivers  blowing 
through  stop  signs  or  not  wearing  their 
seat  belts.  "My  favorite  ticket  to  give  out 
is  to  drivers  who  make  a  U-turn  in  the 
middle  of  the  block  to  get  a  parking  spot 
on  the  opposite  side  of  the  street.  Or  dri¬ 
vers  that  turn  left  out  of  the  Whole  Foods 
parking  lot,  when  there  are  two  [no-left- 
turn]  signs,  one  at  the  exit  and  another 
across  the  street.  You  know  what  they  say 


to  me?  ’I  was  in  a  hurry.  I  didn't  see  the 
sign. '  I  ask  them.  'How  long  have  you  lived 
here?"'  She  shakes  her  head  and  laughs. 

Front  Farm  to  Firearms 


As  a  child  who  grew  up  on  four  differ¬ 
ent  farms — the  last  one  was  in  Vacav¬ 
ille — Lombardo  never  dreamed  she'd 
one  day  have  a  career  in  law  enforcement. 

“I  wanted  to  be  a  fashion  designer!  I 
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Sam's  Got  the  Good  News! 

and  The  Noe  Valley  Voice 


Photo  by  Pamela  Gerard 

Come  visit  Sam  Salamah  at 

GOOD  NEWS 

3920  24th  Street  •  (415)  821-3694 

Monday  through  Saturday  7:30  a.m.  to  9  p.m. 

Sunday  7:30  a.m.  to  8  p.m. 

and  pick  up  a  free  copy  of  his  favorite  newspaper: 

The  Noe  Valley  Voice 


Betty  Taisch 


Top  Producer 


It  takes  more  than  a  sign  to  sell  your  home. 

I  offer  you  the  knowledge  and  experience  needed  in 
today's  rapidly  changing  market  -  plus  local,  nationwide, 
and  international  marketing.  Call  me  today  to  learn  more 
about  buying  or  selling  your  home! 


CRS,  LTG,  PMN,  CRB,  SRES,  EPRO 
International  President's  Premiere 
Top  1%  Nationally 


(415)338-0121 

betty@taisch.com 

www.taisch.com 


Thought  of  selling  your  home?  We  have  sold 
several  houses  in  your  area  and  would  like  the 
opportunity  to  help  you  sell  yours.  In  today's 
changing  market  it  pays  to  have  a  long  term 
industry  professional  to  rely  on  for  all  of  your 
real  estate  needs.  With  over  fifteen  years  in  the 
real  estate  business  Betty  has  experience  with  a 
wide  variety  of  transactions.  If  you  or 
someone  you  know  is  looking  to  buy  or  sell, 
we’re  here  to  help.  Contact  us  today  for  a  free 
consultation  and  market  analysis! 


0UIT 

SMART 

Stop  smoking 
in  three  sessions. 

Individuals  •  Couples  •  Groups 
27  years  experience 
Noe  Valley  Office 

Lori  Feldman,  LCSW 

415.285.9770 

QuitSmartLori@aol.com 

Psychotherapy  also  offered  for 
anxiety,  stress,  depression  • 
and  communication  issues. 


get  free 

^help  with 
tax  returns! 


AARP  Tax-Aide  is  the 

nation's  largest,  free, 
volunteer-run  tax  coun¬ 
seling  and  preparation 
service.  Our  free  service 
can  answer  most  of  the 
tax  issues  faced  by  middle-  and  low-income  taxpayers,  with 
special  attention  to  those  age  60  and  older. 

To  locate  a  site  near  you,  call  our  toll-free  number  at  1-888- 
AARPNOW  (1  -888-227-7669)  from  February  1  to  April  1 5 
or  visit  our  website  at  www.aarp.org/taxaide  for  year-round 
assistance. 

A4RP  Tax- Aide" 


Administered  through  the  AARP  Foundation  in  cooperation  with  the  IRS. 


Need  an  extra  caring  hand  with 
childcare,  home  health  care,  and 
housecleaning  sectors? 

Call 

6  Caring  Hands 
Workers'  Association  for  I 

Experience, 

Friendly  &  Reliable  Workers, 
Affordable  Roles, 

Reference  Checks, 

CPR  Certification, 

and  Sensitivity  to  Family  Diversity. 

4  Call:  415. 626.2128  x  305 


Paxton  Gate 

EXCEPTIONAL  GARDENS 

Desigfn  and  Construction  since  1992 

Experts  at  all  outdoor  construction: 

•  Fine  Carpentry 

-  Decks,  arbors,  gazebos,  furniture  &  more 

-  Custom  bot  -tub  struct  ures 

•  Stonework  &  Masonry 

-  Walls,  patios  and  fountains 

•  Permanent  Barbeque  Island: 

&  Outd  oor  Kitchens 

•  Garden  Maintenance 
&  Arborist  Services 

•  Irrigation  &  Lighting 

• Visit  our  showroom  and 
retail  store  at  824  Valencia  St., 
log  on  to  PaxtonGate.com,  or 
call  us  at  415-824-1872. 


Stonehouse  Olive  Oil  Refills 


Exciting  news!  You  can  now  refill  your  Stonehouse  Olive  Oil 
bottles  at  your  neighborhood  cookware  shop.  We’re  refilling 
the  House  Oil  and  one  other  flavor.  Of  course  we  still  offer  the 
House  Oil  and  all  your  other  favorites  like  Blood  Orange  and 
Lisbon  Lemon  in  bottles  as  well. 

Drop  by  for  a  refill  or  to  pick  up  a  bottle  or  two  for  gifts.  And 
don’t  forget  -  we  ship!  Take  the  hassle  out  of  your  gift-giving  by 
letting  us  wrap  and  ship  your  gifts. 


We  offer  speedy  weekly  knife  sharpening.  Drop  off 
Sunday  by  6pm.  Pick  up  Tuesday  after  1  lam. 

f  Cooks  1309  Castro  st.  @  24th 

iBOULEVARD  (415)  647-2665 
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Baby  Lovebird 
Leaves  the 
Animal  Company 

CONTINUED  FROM  PAGE  I 


J,ai  Anniversary 


1/2  Price  Color  w/Haircut 


cuts 

colors 

styling 

perms 


Not  valid  w/any  other  offer  •  Expires  2/28/10 


Facial  &  Massage  $150 

facials 

massage 

waxing 

makeup  artistry 

Not  valid  w/any  other  offer  •  Expires  2/28/10 


Alvarado  School  on  Douglass  Street, 
spent  a  month's  worth  of  lunch  breaks 
visiting  her  little  lovebird  at  the  pet  store 
and  waiting  until  she  was  big  enough  to 
move  to  her  new  home  in  mid-January. 

Or  liis  new  home.  Zwemer  doesn’t 
know  Siri's  sex,  but  she's  paid  the  Ani¬ 
mal  Company  the  $30  fee  to  send  a  drop 
of  blood  from  the  bird's  foot  to  Davis  for 
DN  A  testing. 

But  Siri  is  more  than  just  a  pretty 
(peach)  face.  She’s  also  a  lot  of  work. 

“It’s  not  something  you  just  put  in  a 
cage  and  it  looks  pretty  in  your  living 
room,”  says  Zwemer,  who  cuts  fruit,  boils 
eggs,  and  shells  peas  because  lovebirds 
must  eat  soft,  fresh  food  in  addition  to 
seed.  Occasionally,  she  has  to  clean  the 
entire  birdcage  in  her  bathtub. 

A  smaller  cousin  to  the  parrot,  love¬ 
birds  are  smart  and  can  understand  lan¬ 
guage,  though  they  don’t  speak.  They  can 
even  be  toilet-trained,  says  Zwemer.  Full- 
grown,  they  are  about  five  to  seven  inches 
long,  usually  with  a  green  body  and  a  col¬ 
orful  head.  Siri's  body  is  mostly  bright 
apple-green. 

Some  people  buy  lovebirds  in  pairs, 
but  those  birds  may  not  stand  on  one  foot 
in  their  owner’s  company. 

"A  pair  won’t  bond  to  people,”  Zwemer 
points  out.  That’s  because  the  two  love¬ 
birds  are  smitten  with  each  other. 

For  now.  Zwemer  and  her  husband  are 
focused  on  keeping  Siri's  50  grams  of 
weight  stable  or  growing.  She  was  a  small 
bird  to  begin  with  and  birds  can  lose  up 
to  one-third  of  their  weight  when  they 
leave  their  siblings. 


“You  get  a  feel  for  people  and  whether 
or  not  they’re  interested  in  getting  a  pet 
for  a  long  time.”  he  says.  A  detailed  dis¬ 
cussion  of  bird  care  can  dissuade  the  im¬ 
pulse  buyer. 

Not  all  impulses  are  bad,  though.  Zwe¬ 
mer  got  her  first  bird  when  her  husband 
found  an  escaped  parakeet  while  walking 
home  wondering  what  he  should  get  his 
wife  for  her  birthday  that  day.  Mana  lived 
with  them  for  eight  years. 

After  Mana  came  Lully.  Zwemer’s 
adored  first  lovebird. 

"The  bird  was  so  bonded  to  us."  she 
says.  "My  husband  could  hold  him  in  his 
hand  and  roll  him  over  and  pet  his  stom¬ 
ach.  That’s  really  rare  for  a  bird  to  have 
that  much  trust.” 

Zwemer  was  devastated  when  Lully 
died  last  year.  Her  kindergarten  class 
comforted  her  with  letters,  and  one  girl 
made  a  bird's  nest  with  eggs. 

"They  knew,  and  they  were  so  com¬ 
passionate,”  she  says. 

She  has  sent  an  e-card  to  those,  stu¬ 
dents,  now  in  first  grade,  to  thank  them 
and  introduce  them  to  Siri. 

“For  those  first-graders,  it’s  learning 
about  loving  and  losing,”  she  says. 

For  her  current  crop  of  kindergartners, 
Zwemer  has  screened  a  video  about  Siri 
and  the  care  of  a  bird.  She  even  took  in¬ 
dividual  students  to  meet  the  bird  when 
she  was  still  at  the  store. 

Now  that’s  true  love.  ■ 


“Siri,”  whose  gender  at  five  weeks  still  remained  a  mystery,  went  home  to  her  new  family  in 
mid-January.  She — or  he — may  want  to  attend  Alvarado  School  someday.  Photo  by  Sally  Smith 


“Birds  can  die  quickly  if  they  lose 
weight,”  Zwemer  says.  If  her  weight  dips, 
Siri  will  have  to  go  back  to  the  pet  store 
and  live  with  other  birds  who  will  stimu¬ 
late  her  and  make  her  eat. 

Rick  French,  owner  of  the  Animal 
Company,  says  caring  for  a  lovebird  isn’t 
dramatically  different  from  caring  for  any 
bird.  "They're  really  nothing  unusual," he 
says. 

They  are  somewhat  rare  these  days, 
however.  Not  many  people  are  breeding 
lovebirds  at  the  moment,  so  he  doesn't  get 
many  in  the  store.  When  they  do  come  in. 
they  are  young — about  two  weeks  old — 
and  need  hand-feeding,  which  is  standard 
for  birds  in  the  store.  They  can  live  to  be 
1 2  to  15  years  old,  he  says. 

"It’s  a  good  starter  bird  for  someone 


who  has  never  had  a  bird,"  he  says. 
"They're  cute  and  real  personable." 

There  is  no  Valentine’s  Day  rush  on 
lovebirds  as  there  are  on  rabbits  at  Easter, 
but  French  discourages  potential  cus¬ 
tomers  from  buying  birds  impulsively 
any  time  of  the  year. 


pilates  mat  and  springboard 

privates  and  group  classes  forming  now 


drop  in  today  for 
ZUMBA,  feldenkrais,  yoga 
pre  &  postnatal,  restorative 


605b  Chenery  St,  Glen  Park 
415  587  5454  www. ki ki-yo"'1 


new 


happy 

you 


all  levels  welcome 


blisters  heal,  muscles  recover,  friendships  last  a  lifetime. 


visit  our  noe  valley  store 
on  24th  near  sanchez 


seejanerun.com 

San  Francisco  •  Oakland  •  Danville  #  Boise 


follow  us  on: 


WALK-INS  AL  WA  YS  WELCOME!  _ 

415.641.8948  /  1401  Castro  Street  ES  E3I 


The 

Scarlet  Sage 
Herb  Co. 


organic 

herbs  and  extracts 
vitamins  &  supplements 
natural  body  care 
homeopathy 
flower  essences 
aromatherapy 
unique  plant-inspired  gifts 


11:00  a.m.-6:30  p.m. 
Every  Day 

1173  Valencia  at  23rd  Street 
San  Francisco  CA  94110 
415-821-0997 

Herbalists  on  staff 


2010  training  and  events 

sign  up  now! 

« triathlon  team  ♦  half  marathon  &  5K. 
•  run  team  «  sprint  triathlon 
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Sue  Bowie 

Real  Estate  Broker 
Noe  Valley  Specialist 

\* 

\ 

(415)  642-4000 

suebowie@aol.com 
www.SueBowie.com 

Selecting  the  Best  Realtor 
is  the  Most  Important  Decision  You  Will  Make 
in  Buying  or  Selling  Real  Estate 

Now,  more  than  ever  before,  experience  counts! 

•  Full  time  Licensed  Real  Estate  Broker  since  1986 

•  Top  1%  Nationally  and  for  San  Francisco  since  1988 

•  More  than  1,000  Successfully  Closed  Transactions 

•  Noe  Valley  Homeowner  for  30  years 

•  Owner  and  Manager  of  5+  Unit  Residential  Income  Properties 

•  Professional  Background  in  Teaching,  Research  and  Counseling 
(M.A.,  Ph.D.,  Psychology,  M.P.H.  Epidemiology,  Public  Health) 


Specializing  in  single  family  homes,  condominiums  and  TICs,  income  properties 

AND  1031  EXCHANGES,  TRUST,  ESTATE  AND  PROBATES,  RELOCATION  AND  REFERRALS. 


Check  out  the  latest  in  Noe  Valley  at 
wiviv.NoeValleyOnline.com 
a  free  interactive  website  for  Noe  Valley 
DRE  #  00872741 


Prudential 

California  Realty 


677  Portola  Drive,  San  Francisco  94127 
two  blocks  from  Clipper  and  Portola 


TIME  TO  PAINT? 
Rely  On  The  Professionals 

Rich  Quinn  Premier  Painting 

18  Years  Experience  &  Quality  Service 

•  Free  Estimates 

•  Interior  &  Exterior 

•  Basement  Waterproofing 

•  Epoxy  Floors-Garages,  Driveways,  etc. 

•  Commercial/Schools,  Churches,  etc. 

•  Historic  Preservation  Specialist 

•  Using  “green”  Sustainable  Paints 

•  Power  Washing 

•  Deck  &  Hardwood  Floor  Staining 

•  Spotless  Cleanup 

•  References  Available 

•  Member  GGBA 

I  Live  in  the  City  and 
Paint  the  City! 

415-861-1621 

www.richquinnpremierpainting.com 


SchweD 

CONSTRUCTION 


Serving  San  Francisco 
for  over  25  Years 


Historic  Restoration 
Custom  Remodeling 
Major  Reconstruction 
Foundations  —  Additions 
Kitchens  —  Baths 

General  Contractor 

State  Lie.  No.  579875 
WWW.SCHWED.NET 

415-285-8207 


member: 
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ISHING 
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llOOlti 


There's  no  longer  any 
reason  to  wait  to 
renew  that 
beautiful  wood 
\  in  your  home. 


NON  7 


Unlike  typical  wood 
refin ishing,  the 
NHance 
revolutionary  system 
allows  you  a  dust 
/ree  house  Within  24 
hours,  no  mess. 


fora 


no- 


ow 


and 
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more  witt 


compete 
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& 


-Satisfaction 


Guaran 


ee 


Renewthelife 
your  wood  now 
/"With  NHance. 


iNLiance 

Revolutionary  Wood  Renewal 


Mfii 


unvw,  nhance.  co  m 
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•ATLAS  LANDSCAPES* 

Designers  &  Builders  of  extraordinary  gardens 
Under  the  masterful  eye  of  David  Graham 


Please  visit  us:  Atlands.com 
Phone  415-380-0604 


o 

*  r  i  v  N  £ 

Qiulii.y  -  SK'rg'ilzTUM  •  £■« 


Landscape  &  General  Contractors 
Ca.  Lie.  #  S62324 


Decks 

Retaining  Walls 
Artistic  Fencing 
Water  Features 

Superb  Masonry 
Work 

Drainage  Issues 

Planting 

Lighting 

Hot  Tub 
Installation 

Small  Spaces  a 
Specialty 
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By  Tim  limes 

With  a  loud  crash,  the  wall  separat¬ 
ing  two  long-vacant  storefronts 
just  east  of  Whole  Foods  Market  came 
tumbling  down  late  last  month,  a  major 
step  in  transforming  the  space  into  a 
Circle  Bank  office. 

The  project  got  the  green  light  Dec.  3 
when  the  Planning  Commission  voted 
unanimously  to  grant  Circle's  request  for 
a  conditional  use  permit  to  open  its  first 
San  Francisco  branch,  at  3936-38  24th 
Street.  The  Novato-based  community  bank 
already  has  four  offices  in  the  North  Bay. 

In  addition  to  knocking  down  the  wall 
between  the  former  Aveda  and  Noe  Val¬ 
ley  Video  stores,  workers  will  update 
electrical  and  mechanical  systems  and 
construct  a  vault,  conference  room,  com¬ 
puter  room,  offices,  and  kitchen.  Devel¬ 
oper  Joe  Cassidy  said  he  expects  the  job 
to  take  about  60  days. 

Circle  hopes  to  open  its  doors  in  late 
March,  followed  by  a  grand  opening  cel¬ 
ebration  in  mid- April. 

The  branch  will  entice  customers  with 
a  coffee  bar  and  freshly  baked  cookies,  a 
play  area  for  children,  stroller  parking, 
and  a  place  for  pets  to  curl  up  while  their 
owners  conduct  business.  Plus,  it  will  be 
open  seven  days  a  week. 

Kim  Kasejionis,  the  bank's  president 
and  CEO,  said  the  branch  will  have  five 
or  six  staffers,  all  new  hires  and  residents 
of  San  Francisco.  "We  will  be  recruiting 
from  the  neighborhood,"  she  said. 

Kaselionis  said  Circle,  which  special¬ 
izes  in  small-business,  multifamily-hous¬ 
ing,  and  TIC  (tenants-in-common)  lend¬ 
ing,  will  sponsor  Small  Business 
Administration  seminars  to  help  would- 
be  business  owners  get  started  and  exist¬ 
ing  businesses  grow. 

She  said  Circle  aims  to  be  involved  in 
the  community  and  has  already  partnered 
with  an  Alvarado  Elementary  School 
PTA  project  and  signed  on  as  a  sponsor 
of  the  annual  neighborhood  Easter  egg 
hunt.  Once  the  branch  opens,  nonprofit 
and  community  groups  will  be  able  to  use 
the  conference  room,  she  added.  ■ 


Mike  Gutierrez  has  a  lot  of  weight  on  his  shoulders  these  days.  He’s  trying  to  beat  the  world 
current  record-holder  weighs  five  tons  and  has  730,000  rubber  bands.  Can  you  help  him  out, 


Rubber-Band  Ball 
Going  for  Guinness 
Record — It  Might 
Be  a  Stretch 


n; 


By  Jan  Goben 

Text  time  you’re  strolling  through 
Noe  Valley,  remember  to  take  a  few 
rubber  bands  with  you.  There’s  a  big 
bouncy  gal  who  could  sure  use  them. 

Rubberta  is  not  quite  six  months  old. 
but  she  has  to  gain  a  lot  of  weight  as  fast 
as  she  can.  Her  goal?  To  win  a  Guinness 
World  Record  as  the  biggest  rubber-band 
ball  of  all  time. 

Her  creator  is  Mike  Gutierrez,  manager 
atTuggey's  Hardware on-24th  Street.  "Eve 
always  wanted  to  be  in  the  Guinness  Book 
of  World  Records,"  says  Gutierrez.  28. 

Last  October,  Gutierrez  unwrapped 
some  packages  atTuggey's  and  picked  up 


AWARD  WINNING  PIZZA 


sMck 


Pizza 

Restaurant 


Fine  Italian  Cuisine 

37th  Anniversary  -  A  Family  Tradition  Since  1972 


Dine  in,  use  our  Free  Delivery  or 
Call  ahead  to  pick  up! 


the  excess  rubber  bands,  looping  them 
into  a  ball.  He  kept  adding  to  it,  and  soon 
his  co-workers  were  joining  in  his  quest. 

Now,  Gutierrez  says,  he  carries  Rub¬ 
berta  back  and  forth  to  work  and  leaves 
her  during  the  day  on  the  front  counter, 
where  customers  give  her  a  pat  or  add 
some  rubber  bands.  She's  gotten  quite  big 
now.  and  Gutierrez  sometimes  loops  a 
string  of  rubber  bands  together  to  fit 
around  her  girth. 

“The  guy  with  the  record,  it  took  him 
1 2  or  1 3  years,"  Gutierrez  says  .(actually, 
six).  'Tve  gotten  to  50  pounds  in  just  four 
months.  That's  100  pounds  in  eight 
months.  I  want  to  beat  his  record  in  five 
years.  I  want  tOTake  half  his  time." 

Gutierrez  sees  Rubberta  as  eventually 
being  six  feet  tall  (which,  of  course, 
means  six  feet  wide  as  well). 

Rubberta  has  a  ways  to  go — she  was  1 6 
inches  in  diameter  on  Jan.  30.  "Her  waist¬ 
line  is  49  inches  around,  though,"  says 
Gutierrez  with  pride. 

But  a  Web  search  revealed  that  in  Au¬ 
gust  2008,  Floridian  Joel  Waul  presented 
the  Guinness  judges  with  a  rubber-band 
ball  tharweighed  9,400  pounds.  It  took 
Waul  six  years  and  730,000  rubber  bands 
to  make  his  prize-winner. 

However.  Gutierrez,  a  native  Noe  Val- 
leyan,  is  not  deterred. 

He  is  asking  his  neighbors  to  visit 
Rubberta  at  Tuggey's  (3885  24th  Street) 


record  for  the  largest  rubber-band  ball,  but  the 
Noe  Valley?  Photo  by  Pamela  Gerard 

or  on  Facebook,  where  her  fan  base  keeps 
growing. 

And  don't  forget  to  bring  rubber  bands. 

The  Saturday  Farmers  Market  at  24th 
and  Vicksburg  has  launched  a  drive  to 
help  Gutierrez  collect  rubber  hands  for 
Rubberta.  A  grand  finale  and  celebra¬ 
tion — with  rubber-band-related  enter¬ 
tainment — will  be  held  on  Saturday. 
March  13.  (the  day  before  daylight  sav¬ 
ings  time),  starting  at  noon.  ■ 


Pug  Bruce  Wayne  has  been  a  key  player  in 
the  rubber-band  campaign  since  its  start  at 
Tuggey's  Hardware  last  October. 

Photo  courtesy  Mike  Gutierrez 


Customers  for  Life 


,851 


rr*. 


CABRILLO 


CabriUo  Plumbing,  Heating  and  Air 


OFF  REPAIR 

415-821-0560 

WWW  DiscoverCabrillo.com 


415-647-1929 

ORDER  ONLINE  NOW!  -  www.haystackpizZa.com 
Open  Sunday -Thursday  -  11:30  a.m.  -  11:00  p.m. 

Friday  &  Saturday  -  11:30  a.m.  until  Midnight 

3881  24th  Street  between  Sanchez  &  Vicksburg 


HANDMADE  PIZZA  TO  ORDER! 


Circle  Bank  to 
Open  in  Spring... 
With  Cookies 
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Find  the  loan  that  fits. 

Mortgages 
Home  Equity  Lines 
Pr  equalisation 

Calls  returned  &  questions  answered 
21  years  in  real  estate,- 
Dartmouth  BA,  Duke  MBA 
Noe  Valley  Homeowner 
Access  rates  from  all  major  lenders 
including  Citibank,  HSBC 
&  JP  Morgan  Chase. 


Christopher  Baker 

JVM  Lending 
415.307.5626 
ChrisB@JVMLending.com 

Ca  Lie.  #01308305 


Professional: 

Experienced: 

Local: 

Competitive: 


WHO  TO  CALL  AT  CITY  HALL 


NW  2HI0 


City  Information  Line . 

Aggressive  Panhandling  . , . 

Burned-Out  Streetlights  Street  Lighting  and  Repair  ...... 

Detox  Mobile  Assistance  Patrol  (MAP)  . 

District  8  Supervisor  Bevan  Dufty . 

Graffiti/Tree  Removal  . . 

Hazardous  Waste  Disposal  /Garbage  Pickup. 

Homeless  Services  Urgent  Care_Clinic . < . 

Lost  or  Injured  Animals  Animal  Care  and  Control . 

Mayor’s  Office  of  Neighborhood  Services  wivwjfgov.org/mons 
NERT  (Neighborhood  Emergency  Response  Teams) 

Parking  Enforcement  DPT  Dispatch  . 

Potholes  potholes@sfdpw.org . . 

Recycling  . : . 

Street  Signs,  Damaged  or  Missing . 

Street-Sweeping . 

Traffic  Signals  Out  . 

Tree  Planting  . 

24th  Street  Community  Benefit  District  (CBD)  Dispatch 


. 311 

415-553-0123 

415-554-0730 

415-431-7400 

415-554-6968 

415-695-2017 

415-330-1300 

415-355-7400 

415-554-6364 

415-554-7111 

415-558-3456 

415-553-1200 

415-695-2100 

415-554-7329 

415-554-9780 

415-554-6926 

415-550-2736 

415-554-6700 

415-559-8492 


Utility  Undergrounding  Department  of  Public  Works  undergrounding@sfgov.org  415-554-6167 


"Do  not  protecl  yourself  by  a  fence ,  bul  rather  by  your  friends." 
-Czech  proverb 


CARLIN’S  GARDENS 

Organic  Garden  Artistry 


Celebrating  our  15th  Year 


Beautiful 


Sustainable 


Unique 

Designs,, 


design 
installation 
maintenance 
renovation 
garden  cleanups 


Carlin  Ellison  415-826-3127 

carlinel@fastmail.fm 

www.carlinsgardens.com 


Creating  ornamental,  edible  or  combination  gardens. 
Grow  your  own  herbs  &  vegetables  -  /  can  show  you  how! 


DENNIS  OTTO 

41  5.345.2570 

dennis@dennisotto.net 

www.dennisotto.net 


THANK  YOU 

for  a  great  year! 


556  Peralta 


4338  Cesar  Chavez 


847  Oak 


3900-3902  22nd  St. 


277-279  29th  St. 


332  Day 


20  Graystone 


130  Roanoke 


1711  Broderick 


77  Van  Ness,  #604 


681  Duncan 


3701  Geary,  #501 


38-40  Virginia 


120  Chenery 


80  Collingwood,  #401 


532  Peralta 


1  Baker,  #3B 


471  Banks 


1735  Wawona 


45  Lloyd 


PACIFIC 

UNION 

LAI  AC  Run  I  INtMo 


International 


lix,  htsivr  l//i/i.tfr  ••/ 

CHRISTIE'S 

GREAT  ENIAl  I  S 
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The  Cost  of 
Living  in  Noe 


Decade  of  Ups 
and  Downs 

By  Corrie  M.  Anders 

The  housing  market  in  Noe  Valley 
ended  a  roller-coaster  decade  with  a 
mixture  of  rising  sales  and  falling  home 
values. 

In  November  and  December  2009,  new 
residents  purchased  19  single-family  de¬ 
tached  homes,  according  to  sales  data 
supplied  to  the  Voice  by  Zephyr  Real  Es¬ 
tate.  During  the  same  two  months  in 
2008,  13  homes  were  sold. 

The  19  transactions  pushed  total  sales 
to  1 1 7  for  all  of  2009 — five  more  than  the 
1 1 2  sales  posted  in  2008. 

However,  home  prices  were  down  for 
the  year.  Data  showed  that  the  average 
sales  price  of  a  home  in  Noe  Valley  last 
year  was  $1,307,598 — a  13.8,  percent 
drop  from  2008 ’s  average  of  $  1 ,5 1 7.45 1 . 
Ten  years  ago,  in  November/December 


2000,  there  were  18  single-family  homes 
purchased  in  the  neighborhood,  at  an  av¬ 
erage  price  of  $883,055  (see  February 
2001  Voice). 

In  the  white-hot  market  of  2005,  buy¬ 
ers  snapped  up  1 67  homes  at  an  average 
price  of  $  1 ,277,075.  Average  values  rose 
the  next  year  to  $  1 ,303, 1 43  on  132  sales, 
and-  to  $  1 ,49 1 ,374  on  1 08  sales  in  2007. 

The  banking,  mortgage,  and  stock  mar¬ 
ket  crisis  in  the  fall  of  2008  precipitated 
a  nationwide  real  estate  slump,  which  by 
early  last  year  had  Noe  Valley  firmly  in 
its  grip. 

Randall  Kostick.  Zephyr's  general 
manager,  says  he  expects  a  return  to  a 
more  conventional  marketplace  as  the 
new  decade  gets  under  way.  One  sign  of 
that  will  be  homeowners  listing  their 
homes  ip  mid-March  to  get  an  early  start 
on  spring  sales. 

“I’ve  got  my  fingers  crossed  on  that 
one,”  Kostick  said. 

If  there  is  a  silver  lining  in  the  No- 
vember-December  statistics,  it  is  that 
buyers  have  gained  some  sway  in  what  is 
considered  one  of  the  priciest  neighbor¬ 
hoods  in  San  Francisco. 

The  least  expensive  Noe  Valley  house 
cost  about  three-quarters  of  a  million  dol¬ 
lars  in  December  and  $700,000  in  No¬ 
vember.  That's  a  lot  of  money,  but  less 


Noe  Valley  Home  Sales* 


Total  Sales 

No. 

Low 

Price  ($) 

High 

Price  ($) 

Average 
Price  (S) 

Avg.  Days 
on  Market 

Sale  Price  As 
%  of  List  Price 

Single-family  homes 

Dec.  2009  7  $  756,217 

$1,710,000 

$1,300,888 

76 

97% 

Nov.  2009 

12 

$  700,000 

$2,925,000 

$1,262,917 

46 

100% 

Dec.  2008 

6 

$  885,000 

$1,500,000 

$1,219,833 

75 

99% 

Nov.  2008 

7 

$1,000,000 

$5,818,000 

$1,921,143 

32 

95% 

Condominium 

Dec.  2009 

3 

$  755,000 

$  796,500 

$  770,500 

147 

98% 

Nov.  2009 

4 

$  675,000 

$  903,000 

$  807,000 

69 

99% 

■Dec.  2008 

4 

$  650,000 

$1,198,000 

$  869,500 

76 

98% 

Nov.  ?008 

2 

$  324,000 

$  895,000 

$  609,500 

91 

94% 

2-  to  4-unit  buildings 

Dec.  2009  2  $1,375,000 

$1,425,000 

$1,400,000 

47 

98% 

Nov.  2009 

2 

$  921,500 

$1,056,500 

$  989,000 

117 

99% 

Dec.  2008 

0 

— 

— 

.  - 

— 

— 

Nov.  2008 

3 

$1,050,000 

$1,360,000 

$1,195,000 

64 

v  100% 

5+-unit  buildings 

Dec.  2009  0 

Nov.  2009 

0 

— 

— 

— 

- ' 

— 

Dec.  2008 

1 

$1,960,000 

$1,960,000 

$1,960,000 

197 

96% 

Nov.  2008 

0 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

*  Sales  include  all  Noe 

Valley  home  sales  completed  durin 

g  the  month.  Noe  Valley  in  this  survey  is 

defined  as  the  area  bordered  by  Grand  View.  22nd.  Guerrero,  and  30th  streets.  The  Voice  thanks 
.  Zephyr  Real  Estate  ( w  ww.zephyrsf.com J  for  supplying  the  sales  data.  nw  2  10 


A  Snapshot  of  Noe  Valley  Rents** 


Unit 

No.  in 
Sample 

Range 

Jan.  2010 

Average 

Jan.  2010 

Average 

Nov.  2009 

Average 

Jan.  2009 

Studio 

11 

$  995 -$1,450 

$1,278/ mo. 

$1,307  /  mo. 

$1,429/  mo. 

1-bdrm 

32 

$1,295 -$2,750 

$1,810  /  mo. 

$1,775  /mo. 

$1,880  /  mo. 

2-bdrm 

40 

$1,650-  $4,350 

$2,709  /mo. 

$2,625  /  mo. 

$2,972/  mo. 

3-bdrm 

23 

$2,020 -$7,000 

$4,210  /  mo. 

$3,884  /  mo. 

$4,086  /  mo. 

4+-bdrm 

11 

$4,1 50 -$8,750 

$5,805 /mo. 

$6,367  /mo. 

$6,759/  mo. 

**  Survey  based  on  a 
2009.  to  Jan.  12,2' 

sample  of  1 17  Noe  Valley  listings  appearin 
OK). 

g  on  Craigslist.org  from  Dec.  31. 

NW  2  10 

Mel 


Murphy 
(415)  648-1200 

mmurphy@mobrei.com 


Murphy 

& 

O'Brien 

Real  Estate  Investments,  Inc. 


Luke 
O'Brien 
(415)  516-8488 

lobrien@mobrei.com 


2  TIC  in  the  Heart 
of  Noe  Valley! 


2  BR  /  2  tile  finished  BA 
with  bonus  Rm.  Both 
open  floor  plans  inch 
hardwood  fl.,  recessed 
lights  &  VV/D.  Kitchens 


I  inch  SS  appliances,  oak 


cabinets  and  granite 
countertops.  Shared 
backyard.  Parking 
available  . 

$550,000  -  $575,000 


Pacific  Heights  Gem! 
A  Must  See. 


7  BR  /  5.5.  BA 
remodeled  single 
family  home  in 
Pacific  Heights. 


MURPHY  &  O’BRIEN  REAL  ESTATE  INVESTMENTS,  INC 


4153  24th  St.  •  San  Francisco,  CA  94114 
Ph.  415.648.1200  Fax  415.648.1213 
www.murphyobrienre.com 


than  the  cheapest  houses  sold  in  the  same 
two  months  a  year  earlier — $885,000  and 
$1  million. 

The  reason.  Kostick  said,  was  a  “com¬ 
bination  of  lower-priced  homes  on  the 
market"  and  a  few  sellers  "taking  a  sig¬ 
nificant  reduction  in  their  prices  to  get 
them  sold  at  a  difficult  time.” 

Still,  Noe  Valley  is  not  a  hangout  for 
the  stone  soup  crowd. 

Last  November,  two  homes  sold  for 
more  than  $2  million,  including  a  six- 
bedroom,  4.5-bath  house  in  the  4200 
block  of  25th  Street  between  Castro  and 
Diamond  streets.  The  4,395-square-foot 
property  sold  at  the  asking  price  of 
$2,925,000. 

A  four-bedroom,  three-bath  house  in 
the  1 300  block  of  Sanchez  Street  was  the 
most  expensive  sold  in  December.  The 
2,200-square-foot  home,  located  between 
Cesar  Chavez  and  27th  streets,  sold  for 
$85,000  less  than  the  $  1 ,795,000  list  price. 

Condominium  sales  were  stable  in  No¬ 
vember  and  December  of  2009.  Seven 
condos  changed  hands,  compared  with 


Fences  Decks  Stairs 

New  Construction  Repairs  Refinishing 

Serving  San  Francisco  Neighborhoods  for  20  Years 

415  282  5406 

CSL#888938  Licensed  Bonded  Insured  www.ThosBuilders.com 


HARDWOOD  FLOORS 


30  Years  Experience 
In  San  Francisco 

REFINISHED 
REPAIRED 
INSTALLED 

3  Coat  Finishes 

References  Available 

License  #  594759 
Insured,  PL  &  PD 

Visalli  &  Son 

Free  Estimates  •  415-586-0307 


six  during  the  same  months  in  2008. 

Buyers  paid  $903,000  in  November  for 
a  two-bedroom,  two-bath  unit  in  the  1 000 
block  of  Sanchez  Street  between  23rd  and 
Elizabeth  streets.  The  1,500-square-foot 
condo  sold  for  5  percent  more  than  the 
asking  price. 

In  December,  the  owners  of  a  Diamond 
Street  condo  waited  nearly  nine 
months — 258  days — to  close  escrow  on 
a  1,400-square-foot  unit.  Buyers  paid 
$796,500 — slightly  below  the  $800,000 
asking  price — for  the  three-bedroom,  2.5- 
bath  property  located  between  21st  and 
22nd  streets.  ■ 


22  The  Noe  Valley  Voice  •  February  2010 


HEART  + 
HANDS= 
HOSPICE 


BECOME  A  VOLUNTEER! 


Hospice  care  is  a  team  program  for  terminally 
.  ill  patients  and  their  caregivers  which  supports 
patiehts  in  remaining  home  for  as  long' as 
possible.  Volunteers  provide  companionship, 
caregiver  relief,  and  other  support  to  families 
and  caregivers!  All  volunteers  are  provided 
extensive,  training  and  ongoing  support  and 
education.  Once  trained,  they  have  the  free¬ 
dom  to  structure  their  hours  during  the  week 
or  eveningsand  weekends. 

If  interested  in  finding  out  more,  please  visit 
the  website  below  or  contact  Bernard  Douglas 
by  e-mail  or  phone. 

http://groups.yahoo.com/group/KPHV/ 

Bernard.Douglas@kp.org 

415  833  3173 


Voted  BEST  SALON 
on  City  Search 
Try  our  new  HAIRPLAY  SET 
for  curly  hair! 


sfseamstress .  com 

Cut*  Sew 

Sewing  for  Interiors 
free  in  home  estimate 


Slipcovers 
Drapery 
Pillows 
Shades 
Bedding 
Table  linens 


415*271*0212 

sfseamstress.com 


MAIL  BOXES  ETC 


4104  24th  Street  (at  Castro) 

(415)  824-1070  •  Fax  (415)  824-1072 

Mon.  -  Fri.  9  a.m.  -  6  p.m.  •  Sat.  10  a.m.  -  5  p.m. 


Where  culture  and  hair  come  together 

Two  locations 
to  serve  you 

1599  Dolores  St. 
at  29th  St. 
415.550.1656 
and 

21 1  Church  St.,  Suite  A 
at  Market 
415.863.0703 

Open  7  Days  j 

www.hairplay.com 


?  t'6  in  lAe  ^  J'jir  a/ 


2010 


M ardi  Gras 
too! 


Valentine  Balloons  of  Every  Kind 
Oscars  and  St.  Patrick's  Day 


VALENTINE'S  DAY  SPECIAL:  One  Free  Mylar  Balloon 
with  purchase  of  two  dozen  Latex  Balloons 

1600  Church  Street  at  28th  •  415-824-0414 

Open  Noon  -  7  Monday  -  Friday  •  10  -  6  Saturday  and  Sunday 


Mailbox  Rentals 
Black  &  White  Copies 
FAX 

Color  Copies 
Laminating  /  Binding 


FEDEX 

DHL 

UPS 


Notary  Public 
Passport  Photos 
Custom  Packing 
Boxes 

Shipping  &  Moving 
Supplies 


The  NoeValleyVoice  •  February  2010  23 


POLICE 

BEAT 


REPORT  FROM 
MISSION  STATION 

The  Voice  thanks  Mission  Police  Offi¬ 
cers  Miguel  Granados  and  Lorraine 
Lombardo  for  providing  this  tally  of  inci¬ 
dents  occurring  in  the  part  of  Noe  Valley 
within  the  Mission  Police  District.  The  log 
includes  some  but  not  all  incidents  occur¬ 
ring  Nov.  3.  2009,  to  Jan.  3,  2010,  in  the 
area  bordered  by  Grand  View,  2 1st,  Guer¬ 
rero,  and  Cesar  Chavez  streets.  To  contact 
Officers  Granados  or  Lombardo,  call  Mis¬ 
sion  Station  at  558-5400.  Members  of  the 
San  Francisco  Patrol  Special  Police  also 
patrol  24th  Street.  To  reach  the  Special  Pa¬ 
trol,  call  559-9955. 

Nov.  3,  9  a.m.,  3900  block  of  23rd,  Bur¬ 
glary:  Victim  left  property  in  a  room  and 
upon  return  found  personal  items  missing. 

Nov.  14, 2  p.m.,  23rd  &  Fair  Oaks,  Stolen 
Vehicle 

Nov.  16,  2009,  8:30  p.m.,  100  block  of 
Fair  Oaks,  Theft  from  Locked  Vehicle: 

Victim  parked  and  locked  vehicle.  Upon  re¬ 
turn,  they  found  the  vehicle’s  window 
smashed  and  personal  items  missing. 

Nov.  18, 12  a.m.,  Jersey  &  Castro,  Theft 
from  Locked  Vehicle:  Victim  parked  and 
locked  vehicle.  Upon  return,  they  found  the 
vehicle’s  window  smashed  and  personal 
items  missing. 

Nov.  18,  4  a.m.,  26th  &  Castro,  Theft 
from  Locked  Vehicle:  Victim  parked  and 
locked  vehicle.  U pon  return,  they  found  the 
vehicle’s  window  smashed  and  personal 
items  missing. 

Nov.  19,  12:01  a.m.,  4400  block  of  24th, 
Burglary,  Vehicle  Tampering:  Victim 
parked  and  locked  their  vehicle  in  the 
building’s  parking  lot.  Upon  return,  they 
discovered  the  building  had  been  broken 
into  and  their  vehicle’s  window  was 
smashed,  though  nothing  was  stolen. 

Nov.  19, 10  a.m.,  1200  block  of  Noe,  Ve¬ 
hicle  Tampering:  Victim  parked  and 
locked  vehicle.  Upon  return,  they  discov¬ 
ered  the  vehicle  had  been  ransacked,  but  no 
personal  items  were  missing. 

Nov.  20,  8:30  a.m.,  600  block  of  Alvara¬ 
do,  Computer  Tampering:  Victim's  com¬ 
puter  made  thousands  of  calls  throughout 
the  country  without  authorization.  No 
forced  entry  found  and  no  suspects  ob¬ 
served. 

Nov.  22, 1  p.m.,  Elizabeth  &  Noe,  Stolen 
Vehicle 

Nov.  22,  5  p.m.,  Noe  &  Clipper,  Theft 
from  Locked  Vehicle:  Victim  parked  and 
locked  vehicle.  Upon  return,  they  found  the 


Suspect  Sought  in  Disturbing  Incident  on  24th  Street 

A  man  uttering  coarse  sexual  language  threatened  and  frightened  several  fe-. 

male  merchants  in  January  during  a  middle-of-the-day  rant  along.24th  Street. 
The  tirade  took  place  Jan.  25  near  businesses  at  the  intersection  of  24th  and  Church 
streets,  according  to  Mission  District  Police  Captain  Greg  Corrales. 

A  serious  incident  occurred  about  1:15  p.m.,  when  the  man  tried  to  push  his 
way  past  the  door  of  a  martial  arts  studio.  “Hey  baby,  how’s  it  going?”  the  man 
asked  the  lone  employee  before  demanding  sex.  The  woman  was  able  to  keep  the 
man  from  entering  and  lock  the  studio  door.  The  terrified  employee  told  police 
she  feared  the  man  was  attempting  to  rape  her. 

About  the  same  time,  a  woman  working  at  a  nearby  bar  said  a  man  made  sev¬ 
eral  vulgar  comments  to  her  before  using  the  bar’s  bathroom  and  leaving.  She 
said  she  felt  “uncomfortable”  and  that  his  behavior  was  “very  strange.” 

Corrales  said  numerous  police  units  searched  the  area  but  could  not  locate  the 
suspect.  An  exterior  surveillance  camera  at  a  bank  in  the  vicinity  may  have  taken 
photographs  of  the  man.  “We’re  actively  looking  for  this  guy,”  Corrales  said.  “He 
seemed  to  me  to  be  deranged.” 

The  suspect  was  described  as  a  black  male,  23  to  25  years  old,  six  feet  tall  and 
210  pounds,  with  tiny  teeth  and  large  gums.  He  was  wearing  black  pants,  a  black 
hoodie,  a  single  black  glove,  and  black-rimmed  sunglasses  that  were  thick  and 
heavily  taped. 

Following  the  attacks,  members  of  the  Noe  Valley  Merchants  and  Profession¬ 
als  Association  activated  the  group’s  phone  tree  to  warn  local  businesses  about 
the  suspect. 

Anyone  with  information  regarding  the  incident  should  call  Mission  Police  at 
558-5400. 

—Corrie  M.  Anders 


vehicle’s  window  smashed  and  personal 
items  missing. 

Nov.  24,  8:30  a.m.,  1300  block  of 
Sanchez,  Stolen  Vehicle 

Nov.  24,  5  p.m.,  unit  block  of  Hoffman, 
Theft  from  Locked  Vehicle:  Victim 
parked  and  left  their  vehicle  unlocked. 
Upon  return  they  found  the  vehicle  had 
been  ransacked  and  personal  items  taken. 

Nov.  30, 5  p.m.,  100  block  of  Fair  Oaks, 
Burglary:  Victim  placed  personal  belong¬ 
ings  in  an  unlocked  common  area  and  upon 
return  found  they  had  been  stolen. 

Nov.  30, 5:30  p.m.,  1300  block  of  Castro, 
Shoplifting:  Victim  noticed  a  female  sus¬ 
pect  enter  the  store  and  then  leave  abrupt¬ 
ly.  Victim  later  noticed  merchandise  had 
been  stolen. 

Nov.  30,  9  p.m.,  500  block  of  Shotwell, 
Theft  from  Locked  Vehicle:  Victim 
parked  and  locked  their  vehicle.  Upon  re¬ 
turn,  they  found  the  vehicle  door  had  been 
broken  and  personal  items  taken. 

Dec.  4, 11:55  p.m.,  25th  &  Church,  Theft 
from  Locked  Vehicle:  Victim  parked  and 
locked  their  vehicle.  Upon  return,  they 
found  the  vehicle  had  been  broken  into  and 
personal  items  were  taken. 

Dec.  8,  1  a.m.,  25th  &  Fair  Oaks,  Theft 
from  Locked  Vehicle:  Victim  parked  and 
locked  their  vehicle.  Upon  return,  they 
found  the  vehicle  had  been  broken  into  and 
personal  items  taken. 

Dec.  10,  8  p.m.,  1100  block  of  Dolores, 
Graffiti:  Victim’s  home  was  tagged  with 
graffiti. 


Dec.  8,  1  a.m.,  25th  &  Fair  Oaks,  Theft 
from  Locked  Vehicle:  Victim  parked  and 
locked  their  vehicle.  Upon  return,  they 
found  the  vehicle  had  been  broken  into  and 
personal  items  taken. 

Dec.  15,  4:30  p.m.,  1200  block  of  Dia¬ 
mond,  Vehicle  Stolen 

Dec.  15,  11  p.m.,  3800  block  of  25th, 
Theft  from  Locked  Vehicle:  Victim 
parked  and  locked  their  vehicle.  Upon  re¬ 
turn,  they  found  the  vehicle  had  been  bro¬ 
ken  into  and  personal  items  taken. 

Dec.  17,  4:30  p.m.,  800  block  of  Eliza¬ 
beth,  Battery:  Officers  charged  a  suspect 
from  an  earlier  battery,  still  in  custody  for 
sexual  assault  from  earlier  in  the  day.  He 
was  booked  on  several  felony  charges. 

Dec.  17,  11:57  p.m.,  1200  block  of  Cas¬ 
tro,  Battery:  Officers  responded  to  a  bat¬ 
tery  in  progress.  Officers  arrested  a  suspect 
and  booked  him  accordingly.  Victim  sus¬ 
tained  minor  injuries. 

Dec.  18, 1  p.m.,  26th  &  Sanchez,  Traffic 
Accident,  Hit  &  Run:  Officers  charged  a 
suspect  “in  custody  from  an  earlier  battery 
and  sexual  assault.  He  was  booked  on  sev¬ 
eral  felony  charges. 

Dec.  21,  9:30  p.m.,  600  block  of  Alvara¬ 
do,  Vandalism:  Victim  found  their  front¬ 
door  lock  damaged  from  an  apparent  bur¬ 
glary  attempt.  No  suspects  were  observed. 

Dec.  23,  1:30  p.m.,  4100  block  of  24th, 
Shoplifting:  Victim  found  a  large  amount 
merchandise  stolen  from  the  business.  No 
suspects  were  observed. 

Dec.  21,  6:30  a.m.,  1100  block  of  Dia¬ 


mond,  Theft  from  Locked  Vehicle:  Vic¬ 
tim  parked  and  locked  their  vehicle.  Upon 
return,  they  found  the  vehicle  had  been  bro¬ 
ken  into  and  personal  items  taken. 

Jan.  2, 2010, 4  p.m.,  23rd  &  Church,  Re¬ 
covered  Stolen  Vehicle 

Jan.  3, 11  a.m.,24th  &  Chattanooga,  Bat¬ 
tery:  Victim’s  arm  was  grabbed  by  an  un¬ 
known  male  for  no  apparent  reason.  Sus¬ 
pect  fled  prior  to  officers’  arrival.  Victim 
sustained  minor  injury. 

REPORT  FROM 
INGLESIDE  STATION 

The  crime  log  for  Upper  Noe  Valley— 
an  area  roughly  bounded  by  Cesar 
Chavez,  Guerrero,  30th,  and  Diamond 
streets— has  been  culled  from  newsletters 
produced  by  Capt.  David  Lazar,  comman¬ 
der  of  Ingle  side  Police  Station.  The  inci¬ 
dents  are  those  reported  from  Nov.  19, 
2009,  to  Jan.  15, 2010.  Please  note  that  this 
log  may  not  include  all  incidents  occurring 
or  reported  during  the  peridd. 

Nov.  19,  11:50  a.m.,  100  block  of  28th, 
Theft/Suspicious:  Officer  Coles  respond¬ 
ed  to  a  call  regarding  a  theft  of  United  Par¬ 
cel  Service  deliveries.  The  victim  said  over 
the  last  year  and  a  half  several  of  his  UPS 
deliveries  had  been  stolen  and  a  suspect  had 
been  seen  looking  up  stairwells  of  multiple 
properties.  The  victim  believes  the  suspect 
may  be  looking  for  property  to  steal  that  has 
been  left  on  doorsteps. 

Nov.  20,  7  a.m.,  1500  block  of  Church, 
Theft  from  Building:  Officers  Lim  and 
Fuentes  were  sent  to  investigate  a  theft  The 
victim  told  the  officers  he  locked  his  bikes 
on  a  wall  rack.  When  the  victim  returned, 
he  discovered  the  bikes  were  missing. 

Nov.  22, 11  a.m.,  Valley  at  Church,  Stolen 
Vehicle 

Nov.  20, 9  a.m..  Church  at  27th,  Robbery 
with  a  Gun:  Officer  Morgante  was  sent  to 
investigate  a  robbery  case.  The  victim  told 
officers  she  boarded  Muni  and  that  she  had 
her  iPhone  in  her  hand.  The  suspect  stood 
i  n  f  ront  of  her  and  pul  led  out  a  re  vol  v  er.  The 
suspect  took  her  phone  and  then  fled  in  an 
unknown  direction. 

Nov.  23, 7  p.m.,  200  block  of  Valley,  Theft 
from  Auto:  The  victim  parked  his  car  and 
left.  When  he  returned,  he  discovered  that 
someone  had  broken  his  window  and  re¬ 
moved  a  jacket. 

Nov.  26, 10:05  p.m.,  30th  &  Dolores,  At¬ 
tempted  Robbery:  Officer  Sugitan  and 
Officer  Chou  responded  to  a  report  of  a 
fight  with  weapons.  When  they  arrived, 
they  met  with  a  man  who  had  suffered  cut 
wounds.  The  victim  said  he  and  a  friend 
were  walking  down  the  street  when  they 
were  approached  by  four  men  who  asked 
for  their  money.  The  victims  feared  for  their 
safety  so  they  tried  to  run  from  the  suspects, 
who  then  caught  up  to  them.  The  suspects 
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then  assaulted  and  attempted  to  rob  the  \  ic 
tims.  A  passerby  saw  the  incident  and  canii 
to  the  victims’  aid,  then  called  police. 

Nov.  27, 1:16  a.m.,  1600  block  of  Church. 
Burglary:  Officer  Ma  and  Officer  Jones  re 
sponded  to  a  report  of  a  possible  burglar) 


Tale  of  Two  Districts 

oc  Valley  is  split  between  luoSan 
Francisco  police  jurisdictions:  Mission 
Police  District  and  Ingleside  Police  District 
With  Cesar  Chaves  Street  as  the  dividing 
line.  Mission  police  monitor  the  northern 
half  of  the  neighborhood,  while  Ingleside 
police  patrol  the  southern  half.  Both  dis¬ 
tricts  invite  citizens  to  attend  police  com¬ 
munity  meetings,  held  monthly.  Mission 
Police  District  holds  meetings  on  the  last 
Tuesday  of  the  month.  6  p.m..  at  Mission 
Station,  630  Valencia  Street  near  17th 
Street,  lngleside's  community  meetings 
take  place  on  the  third  Tuesday  of  the 
month,  7  p.m  ,  at  different  locations  in  the 
district.  This  month,  the  meeting  w  ill  be 
held  Feb.  1 6  at  Ingleside  Station.  1  Sgt. 
John  V.  Young  Lane  off  San  Jose  Avenue. 

Police  Contacts 

Mission  Station:  558-5400 
Anonymous  Tip  Line:  552-4558 
Capt.  Stephen  Tacchini:  558-5455 
Slephen.Tacchini@sfgov.org 

Ingleside  Station:  404-4000 
Anonymous  Tip  Line:  587-8984 
Capt.  David  Lazar:  404-4000 
David.Lazar@sfgov.org 

To  file  a  police  report,  go  to  any  local 
station  or  file  online  at  www.sfgov.org. 

To  report  a  crime  in  progress,  call 
911.  Cell  phone  users  can  dial  S.F. 
Dispatch  directly:  415-553-8090. 


The;  reportee  said  that  when  he  returned  to 
his  home  that  evening,  he  noticed  that  hi . 
garage  door  was  open  and  a  black  bag  con 
taining  papers  was  inside  the  garage.  Tin 
bag  did  not  belong  to  the  reportee.  Office  • 
Jones  was  able  to  locate  the  owner  of  tin 
bag  further  down  the  street,  who  stated  tha 
several  other  items  had  been  stolen  from  hi 
residence  along  with  the  bag. 

Nov.  30,  6:30  p.m.,  29th  &  Dolores,  Ve 
hide  Vandalism:  A  woman  reported  to  Of 
ficer  Harris  of  Ingleside  Station  that  sin 
drove  and  met  a  friend  at  a  bar,  w  here  the; 
got  into  an  argument.  She  went  home  b; 
taxi  and  relumed  to  her  car  the  next  day  ti  ■ 
find  that  her  tires  had  been  slashed  and  de 
flated. 

Dec.  3,  10:10  a.m.,  1500  block  of  Not 
Theft  from  Vehicle:  The  victim  of  a-vehi 
cle  theft  reported  to  police  she  had  parket 
her  car  on  Noe  Street  Dec.  2  at  about  7  p.tn 
When  she  returned  the  next  morning,  shi 
noticed  the  door  was  ajar  and  several  item 
were  missing,  including  a  backpack,  videt  > 
recorder,  and  EpiPen  medical  device.  Then 
was  no  damage  to  the  car. 

Dec.  6,  5:05  p.m.,  300  block  of  Duncan 
Stolen  Auto 

Dec.  7,  12:20  p.m.,  300  block  of  Valley 
Recovered  Vehicle 

Dec.  8,  300  block  of  Day,  Theft 

Dec.  9, 200  block  of  30th,  Theft  from  Ve 
hide 

Dec.  11, 7:40  p.m.,  Church  at  26th,  Rob 
bery:  Officers  Kabanuck  and  Eeong  wen 
sent  to  investigate  a  robbery  case.  The  vie 
tim  told  the  officers  that  he  was  on  the  bu 
when  the  suspect  walked  up  and  tried  to 
pull  his  iPhone  out  of  his  hand.  The  suspec 
and  the  victim  struggled  off  the  bus  out  ontt  > 
the  street.  The  victim  told  the  officers  tha 
at  one  point  he  fell  and  that  was  when  tin 
suspect  took  the  phone.  T  he  suspect  thei 
fled  the  scene. 


Dec.  13, 8  a.m.,  300  block  of  30th  Street, 
Theft  from  Building:  Officer  Curry  pre¬ 
pared  a  report  regarding  a  theft  case.  The 
victim  told  the  officer  that  an  unknown 
suspect  had  come  into  the  house  and  re¬ 
moved  $460.  The  victim  told  the  officer 
that  she  suspected  a  former  employee  be¬ 
cause  the  money  w'as  taken  from  a  spot  that 
only  that  person  would  know.’ 

Dec.  15, 8:26  p.m.,  400  block  of  Duncan, 
Drug  Arrest/Parole  Violation:  Officers 
Sugitan  and  Leong  were  sent  to  assist  Cal¬ 
ifornia  Parole  Officers  Chew  and  Aguilar 
on  a  parole  search.  They  discovered  the 
suspect  had  weapons  on  his  person  and  a 
crack  pipe.  The  suspect  was  arrested  and 
booked  for  violating  his  parole  conditions. 

Dec.  17,  12:58  p.m.,  500  block  of  27th, 
Vandalism:  Officer  Sanchez  was  sent  to 
investigate  a  report  of  vandalism.  The  vic¬ 
tim  told  the  officer  that  when  she  left  her 
home  at  4  p.m.  the  previous  day  her  door¬ 
knob  was  undamaged,  but  when  she  re¬ 
turned,  the  doorknob  was  broken.  The  vic¬ 
tim  told  the  officer  that  this  was  the  second 
time  this  had  occurred. 

Dec.  22,  8:40  p.m.,  Castro  at  Valley, 
Theft:  Officer  Stansbury  was  sent  to  in¬ 
vestigate  a  theft.  The  victim  told  the  offi¬ 
cer  that  she  took  her  bags  out  of  her  car  and 
placed  them  on  the  sidewalk  so  they  would 
be  closer  to  her  residence  before  she  went 
and  parked  her  car.  The  victim  said  that  she 
parked  25  feet  away  and  when  she  returned, 
her  bags  were  gone.  She  did  not  see  who 
took  her  items.  The  loss  was  clothing  and 
food  items. 

Dec.  23,  11:02  a.m.,  500  block  of  27th, 
Recovered  Auto 

Dec.  23, 1 1 :36  a.m.,  500  block  of  Day,  Re¬ 
covered  Auto 

Dec.  30, 2  a.m.,  1300  block  of  Noe,  Theft 
from  Auto:  Police  Services  Aide  Knuck¬ 
les  prepared  a  report  regarding  a  theft.  The 


victim  told  Knuckles  he  parked  his  car  ant 
locked  it,  only  to  return  and  discover  tha 
someone  had  broken  his  car  window  ant 
stolen  $1,050  worth  of  electronics  left  it 
the  car.  The  victim  told  the  PSA  that 
known  suspect  stole  his  property  and  tha 
he  received  a  voice-mail  telling  him  this  in 
formation. 

Jan.  8,  3:30  p.m.,  29th  at  Noe,  Stolei 
Auto 

Jan  12, 1  a.m.,  200  block  of  30th  Street. 
Vandalism:  Officer  Curry  was  on  patro 
when  he  was  flagged  down  regarding  ; 
vandalism  report.  The  victim  told  the  offi 
cer  that  he  parked  his  car  a  few  doors  dowt 
from  his  home  only  to  discover  that  some 
one  had  broken  out  the  back  window.  No 
one  was  observed,  and  there  was  no  loss. 

Jan.  14, 9:32  p.m.,  400  block  of  Day,  Van 
dalism:  Officers  Covarrubias  and  Gunte 
were  dispatched  to  the  report  of  vandalism 
The  victim  said  she  was  inside  her  home 
when  she  heard  a  loud  crack.  She  went  out 
side  and  saw  two  people  in  dark  clothing 
walking  away.  The  victim  then  noticed  tha 
the  front  gate  to  her  residence  had  beet 
damaged  and  could  no  longer  be  secured. 
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therefore  prnrecred  by  one's  I 
etsver,  2.<s.  A  coveted  place  or 
imdefbeusK  or  woodland  affi 
One  i ti  tHc  small  leathers  << 
feathers  of  a  bird  3.  wings  or 
OPr.  <  p.pati.  nf  ronw,  to 
i i4t-.  ~  cov /ert‘t less  n. 
cov«er«tnre  'kiw^ar-char, 
let,  b<  Tl-e  state  or  betrtg  emu, 
rtsd  womans  status  under  so 
mt.  conceabd.  Sec  oosxttr.j 
cover-up  of  cover* up  -  kitv^ 
egy  of  vniwiralittent,  csp:  a  ps 
2,  A  muse  gitrtntat  for  went 
«t  ikev^tt  -et’tfd.  -et«i 
t>nhy  desirs  for  tlhat  winch 
2.  To  wish  hr  imiginglv  See 
tha;  whish  is  another's.  :MI 
cojtrfiv.  desire  -  fat,  eupn/hv 
to  desire  !  -cov'«*a*bic  a 
triQ'fy  jJv. 

covet*ous  -kuv'Hov;  ,:d>.  1. 
oils  oi  the  possessions  of  ; 
2.  Marked  hy  extreme  desire 
. >?  <V. ininjg.  ~  cov^  ei  ♦ous  *  fy 
covey  ikuv'o  *t.  pi  -cys.  1, 
sp.  partridge  or  quail.  2.  A  s 
'  Of  r.  eonei*,  brood  <  Icm. 
.at  cubiitf,  to  he  down.) 
Co»¥l*na  jkd -vt^tta-  A  city  I.» 

coving  {I:oiv;r,g  -  Sec  cove 5 
CdV‘tns*ton  Ik 5s Oog-ta;;}.  A 
Ohio  K,  opposite  c  ntcttmati; 
COW1  ikon-  a.  1.  fhc  mature  1c 
Z.  The  manttv  female  -if  •,nh< 
or  mouse-  3-  A  domest natch 
"Idiom,  till  the  cows  com 
Utils-.  ,M£  mu  -■  Ob  v«.  See 
cow*  ikoiu  . .  cowed,  cow 
tbrears  or  a  shvw  of  joxve.  i 
ed'ly  f  ld-  lv!  >«/;•, 
coward  [s  sohuh  *t.  One  who 
cotwed  <-.:>«e,  tail  <  i  at 
Covv'a.rd  ikou'ard;.  Sir  Noel  PI 
plaYVedghi,  and  tottip-ucr  no 
such  as  f'fitotc  Ltott ;  1 9301. 


Castro  Street 

■•Hi  «  1.  I  he  extent  or  tltgme  tt-  whicn  CW3fd»ly  ;kou*ard  h; 


cov*er*ag«  l 

vnneiim::1.  n  id>v  I't'-d,  j-wKvol,  ami  mpi 
tior 

protection  af/ordru  h%Jr  JUx>u;:;  of 

funds  reserved  to  mccr  liabilities.  4.  The  perccmage  of  pcc*«u> 
reached  by  a  medlinn  of  vt.-tnmunicati-.m,  such  as  televisu,r 


?.td. 


fit 

mJtpmJnl  MhuL 


>.  ttiagaratw  v 

cover  charge  ><.  A  fixed  sttntunt  aiultd  to  the  hdi  at  a  nightclub 
or  mstauranx  for  eotcruilumimt  or  «-vv:a-s. 
cover  crop  «  A  crop  pla.ntr.ii  between  periods  of  regular  crop 


voward,  ■■  cow' *rd*  11 -ness 
cow* bane  kou^bjn'}  «  t.  A 
(Oxypoin  ri$ii}wi  having  p 
uttihcb  ni  small  white  flowt 
plants^ such  as  the  water  hen 
[kott^hei  'j  »t.  A  hell 
|y  kon'hff'e:  «  1, 
■lUi-iJooi}  nativ 
America  and  buwsta.  2.  The 
cow -bird  •kou'bGcd';  n.  Any 
mis  Mofotbrui;  esp.  the  a-mn 
<fO",  which  lay  their  eggs 


TUGGEY'S 

Hardware  for  the  Handyperson 

Denny  Giovannoli 

3885  24th  Street 

San  Francisco,  CA  94114 
415-282-5081 

Mon.“Fri. 

9-5:30 

Sat.  9-5 

01011.  /  /  -  3 

Groundbreaking 

Landscapes 


custom  design,  build  &  installation 


license  no.  802371  415.699.6209 

Member;  CLCA  www.groundbreakinglandscapes.com  ’ 
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Matt  and  Brooke  Peterson  traveled  to  Bankok  on  their  honeymoon  in  November.  Here  they  renew  their  allegiance  to  hometown  Noe  Valley  near  the  reclining  Bhudda  at  Wat  Pho. 


From  Thailand 
With  Love 


Color  Copies  from  35< 
black  and  white 
copies  from  7C 


Graphic  Design 
Services  available 
Same  day  service 
on  most  orders 


298  Alabama  St.  -  2nd  Floor ,  SF 

415.431.4731 


Open  Monday  thru  Friday 

8am  -  4  pm 

Free  Parking 

on  right  side  of  building 
(across  from  SFSPCA) 

Design  Online  Everything  From  Business  Cords, 
PostCords,  Greeting  Cards,  to  Posters  at 

www.hhimaging.com 
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CALENDAR 


Feb.  1:  Cartoonist/author  TRINA  ROB¬ 
BINS  discusses  her  book  Forbidden 
City:  The  Golden  Age  ot  Chinese  Night¬ 
clubs  at  the  Odd  Mondays  series  at  the 
Noe  Valley  Ministry.  7:30  pm;  no-host 
dinner  Haystack  Pizza,  6  pm  (RSVP 
jisender@webtv.net).  1021  Sanchez. 
282-2317. 

Feb.  1,  8, 15  &  22:  You  can  be  funny 
on  Mondays  at  Bliss  Bar  at  COMEDY 
Open  Mic  Night,  starling  8  pm.  4026 
24th.  826-6200;  www.blissbarsf.com. 

Feb.  1-22:  Chris  Sequeira  offers  a  free 
Monday  introductory  QIGONG/TAI  CHI 
session  at  the  Glen  Park  baseball  field, 
Elk  &  Chenery,  at  10:30  am,  and  at  the 
Noe  Valley  Ministry,  1021  Sanchez,  at  6 
pm.  livingtaichiprinciples.  blog  spot,  com: 
773-8185. 

Feb.  1-26:  Noe  Valley  SENIOR  CEN¬ 
TER  serves  hot  lunches  for  people  over 
60,  weekdays  at  12:30  pm.  Noe  Valley 
Ministry,  1021  Sanchez.  Call  to  reserve 
a  spot,  648-1030. 

Feb.  1-27:  OVEREATERS  ANONY¬ 
MOUS  meets  Mon.-Sat.,  7  am.  1021 
Sanchez.  282-2317.  .  '  ‘ 

Feb.  2:  STEPHEN  ELLIOTT  discusses 
"his  new  book,  The  Adderal I  Diaries,  at 
826  Valencia.  7-9  pm.  642-5905,  ext. 
210;  www.826vaiencia.org. 

Feb.  2:  Stepping  Into  the  Stream,  a 
film  about  women  and  FLY  FISHING  by 
Noe  Valley  resident  Barbara  Klutinis, 
will  be  shown  at  the  Delancey  Street 
Screening  Room.  7  pm.  600.Embar- 
cadero.  830-0450;  klubarb@gmail.com. 

Feb.  2,  9, 16  &  23:  Sing  along  with 
Patrick  Sosa  at  Phoenix  Books'  Tues¬ 
day-morning  STORY  HOUR,  for  babies 
to  age  4. 10  am.  3957  24th.  821-3477. 

Feb.  2,  9, 16  &  23:  The  Noe  Valley 
Library  sponsors  TODDLER  TALES, 
starting  at  10:15  am.  Family  Time  fol¬ 
lows  at  11  am.  451  Jersey.  355-5707; 
www.sfpl.org. 

Feb.  2,  9, 16  &  23:  Kadampa  Bud¬ 
dhist  Temple  holds  MEDITATION  on 
Tuesdays.  7-8:45  pm.  3324  17th.  503- 
1187. 


Feb.  2-28:  City  Guide  Dan  Sullivan 
leads  WALKING  TOURS  of  the  Castro 
on  Tuesdays  and  Sundays.  Meet  at  11 
am  at  Harvey  Milk  Plaza  (Castro  &  Mar¬ 
ket)  under  the  rainbow  flag.  557-4266; 
www.sfcityguides.org. 

Feb.  3-20:  JOSE  ALVAREZ  exhibits 
new  work  in  "Surfaces  of  Constant 
Time”  at,Ratio3  Gallery.  Wed.-Sat.,  11 
am-6  pm.  1447  Stevenson.  821-3371; 
www.ratio3.org . 

Feb.  3-20:  Four  artists  exhibit  POR¬ 
TRAITS  in  “ID  Redux"  at  Cain  Schulte 
Gallery.  Wed.-Fri.,  noon-5  pm.  714 
Guerrero/19th.  543-1550. 

Feb.  3,  TO,  17  &  24:  Eureka  Valley 
Library's  Wednesday  BABY  RHYME 
TIME,  for  0-18  months,  begins  at  1:30 
pm;  a  family  story  time  for  ages  2  to  5 
starts  at  3:30  pm.  1  Jose  Sarria  Court . 
(16th  &  Market).  355-5616. 

Feb.  4:  Comments  are  due  on  the 
GLEN  PARK  Community  Plan  involving 
Glen  Park  BART.  View  the  report  at 
http://mea.sfplanning.org.  575-9032. 

Feb.  4:  St.  James  School  hosts  an 
OPEN  HOUSE  for  parents  of  potential 
students  in  K-8th.  5-7  pm.  321  Fair 
Oaks.  647-8972:  www.saintjamessf.org. 

Feb.  4-18:  The  12th  annual  San  Fran¬ 
cisco  INDIEFEST  at  the  Roxie  includes 
documentaries,  shorts,  and  feature 
films.  3117  16th.  863-1087; 
www.sfindie.com. 

Feb.  4, 11  &  25:  Youngsters  ages  18 
to  36  months  are  invited  to  sing  and 
play  in  English  and  Spanish  at  TOD¬ 
DLER  TIME  at  Mission  Library.  10:10- 
11  am.  300  Bartlett.  355-2800. 

Feb.  4, 11,18  &  25:  Pal  Mel  teaches 
PAL  TIME,  a  class  for  kids  18  months  to 
3  years.  8:30  am.  MoBu  Dance  Studio, 
1605  Church.  550-PALS;  www.pat- 
ersize.com. 


Feb.  4, 11,18  &  25:  A  Thursday 
STROLLER  WALK  through  the  neigh¬ 
borhood  starts  at  Holey  Bagel  at  1 1  am. 
3872  24th.  www.noestrolls.com. 

Feb.  5:  The  opening  reception  for  the 
City  Arts  GROUP  SHOW  “The  Elements: 
Earth,  Wind,  Fire  &  Water”  goes  from 
7  to  10  pm.  828  Valencia.  970-9900; 
www.  cityartgaiiery.  org. 

Feb.  5-26:  CLARE  tells  tales  for  kids 
at  Cover  to  Cover’s  story  hour.  Fridays, 
10:30'am.  1307  Castro.  282-8080. 

Feb.  5-26:  Yell  “BINGO!”  at  St.  Paul's 
Friday  nights  at  7  pm  (doors  open  at  5 
pm).  Parish  Hall,  221  Valley.  648-7538 

Feb.  6:  Bring  old  cards,  calendars,  and 
magazines  to  the  Sunnyside  Conserva¬ 
tory's  free  VALENTINE  CARD  PARTY.  11 
am-2  pm.  236  Monterey.  334-3601, 
www.  sunnysideconservatory.  org. 

Feb.  6:  The  Museum  of  Craft  and  Folk 
Art  presents  a  slide  show  and  crafts 
program  for  ages  6  and  older,  “Textiles 
of  WEST  AFRICA,”  at  the  Eureka  Valley 
Library.  1:30-2:30  pm.  1  Jose  Sarria 
Court  (16th  &  Market).  355-5616. 

Feb.  6:  The  Men  of  St.  Paul's  Church 
host  a  SUPER  BOWL  PARTY  with 
refreshments.  2-7  pm.  Parish  Hall, 
Church  &  Valley.  309-9428: 
www.stpaulsf.org. 

Feb.  6:  Tori  Ritchie  offers  stow-cooked 
RECIPES  in  Braises  and  Stews.  3-4  pm. 
Omnivore  Books,  3885A  Cesar  Chavez. 
282-4712;  www.omnivorebooks.com. 

Feb.  6:  The  ROVA  Saxophone  Quartet 
performs  at  the  Noe  Valley  Music 
Series.  8:15  pm.  Noe  Valley  Ministry, 
1021  Sanchez.  454-5238;  www.noevai- 
leymusicseries.com. 

Feb.  6  &  7:  ODC  DANCE  JAM  teen 
company  performs  new  works  by  local 
choreographers.  Sat.,  8  pm;  Sun.,  5  pm. 
ODC  Dance  Commons,  351  Shotwell. 
863-6606;  www.odcdance.org.. 


Feb.  6, 13,20  &  27:  Andrea's  BELLY- 
DANCE  BOOTCAMP  combines  dance 
and  strengthening  exercises.  12:30- 
1:30  pm.  MoBu  Dance  Studio,  1605 
Church,  www.andreabeiiydance.com. 

Feb.  6, 13,  20  &  27:  Come  hear  the 
Swinging  Guitars  of  Tom  Huber,  Missis¬ 
sippi  Mike,  and  “Squeezebox  Goddess" 
Rende  de  la  Prade  (Feb.  6);  Jude  and 
Mission  Hill  (Feb.  13);  Damond  Moodie 
and  Dennis  Campagna  (Feb.  20);  and 
Andy  Gillis  &  Nathan  Borofka,  the  She’s, 
and  the  Psychotherapists  (Feb.  27)  at  . 
the  Noe  Valley  FARMERS'  MARKET, 
held  Saturdays,  8  am-1  pm.  24th  & 
Vicksburg.  248-1332;  www.noevalley- 
farmersmarket.com. 

Feb.  6  &  March  6:  Precita  Eyes 
Mural  Arts  hosts  a  MURAL  WALK  the 
first  Saturday  of  the  month.  Meet  at  1 1 
am  at  the  16th  Street  BART  plaza  near 
the  Wells  Fargo  Bank  sign.  285-2287; 
www.precitaeyes.org. 

Feb.  6-March  10:  Artist  Josh  Elling- 
son  introduces  his  new  book,  All  the 
Best,  at  MISSION  COMICS  &  Art.- 
Reception  Feb.  6,  7  pm;  Tues.-Sun., 
noon-8  pm.  3520  20th,  Suite  B. 
www.  missioncomicsandart.  com 

Feb.  7:  Nader  Shabahangi  discusses 
his  Conversations  with  Ed:  Waiting  for 
Forgetfulness:  Why  We  Are  So  Afraid  of 
ALZHEIMER'S  Disease.  2-4  pm.  Bird  & 
Beckett  Books,  653  Chenery.  586-3733; 
www.bird-beckett.com. 

Feb.  7:  Lisa  Schwartz  introduces  her 
MEMOIR,  Over  the  Rainbeau:  Living  the 
Dream  of  Sustainable  Farming.  3-4  pm. 
Omnivore  Books,  3885A  Cesar  Chavez. 
282-4712;  www.omnivorebooks.com. 

Feb.  7:  Noe  Valley  CHAMBER  MUSIC 
features  the  Del  Sol  String  Quartet 
performing  works  by  Haydn,  Szymanski, 
and  Glass  at  the  Noe  Valley  Ministry. 

4  pm.  1021  Sanchez.  648-5236; 
www.nvcm.org. 


Feb.  7, 14  &  21:  Learn  about 
MISSION  DOLORES  at  a  City  Guides 
walk  on  Sundays,  1 1  am.  Meet  at  the 
gold  fire  hydrant  at  20th  and  Church. 
557-4266;  www.sfcityguides.org. 

Feb.  7  &  21  :SF  City  Guides  leads 
free  WALKING  TOURS  of  Noe  Valley 
on  first  and  third  Sundays.  1-3  pm. 
Meet  at  451  Jersey.  557-4266; 
www.stcityguides.org. 

Feb.  7  &  March  7:  Rocket  DOG  RES¬ 
CUE  has  dogs  who  need  homes.  Noon- 
4  pm.  Zephyr  Real  Estate,  4040  24th. 
642-4786. 

Feb.  8:  View  the  SPRING  PROGRAM 
schedule  for  Upper  Noe  Rec  Center 
online.  Registration  starts  March  6, 10 
am.  Park  hours:  Mon.-Fri.,  9  am-10  pm; 
Sat.  &  Sun.,  9  am-5  pm.  Upper  Noe  Rec 
Center,  295  Day  at  Sanchez.  970-8061; 
sfreconline.org. 

Feb.  8:  The  Monthly  RUMPUS  features 
authors  Tony  Dushane,  Robin  Ekiss, 
Ethan  Watters,  Kevin  Sampsell,  and 
Daniel  Handler,  DJ  Real  and  music  by 
the  Yellow  Dress,  a  hoopdance  perfor¬ 
mance  by  Richard  Porter,  and  food  from 
the  Girl  From  Empanada.  7  pm.  The 
Makeout  Room,  3229  22nd.  647-2888. 

Feb.  9, 16  &  23:  TODDLER  TALES  at 
the  Eureka  Valley  Library  features 
books,  rhymes,  music,  and  movement 
for  ages  18  to  36  months.  10:30  am. 

1  Jose  Sarria  Court  (16th  &  Market). 
355-5616. 

Feb.  11:  Openhouse  Outreach  invites 
LGBT  SENIORS  to  second -Thursday 
meetings  at  30th  Street  Senior  Center. 

10  am.  225  30th.  296-8995. 

Feb.  11:  Cooks  Boulevard  hosts  a 
TASTING  of  Frog  Hollow  Farm  prod¬ 
ucts,  including  scones,  granola,  chut¬ 
ney,  and  jams.  3-5  pm.  1309  Castro. 
647-2665;  www.cooksboulevard.com. 

Feb.  11: 18  Reasons  hosts  a  "Sweet 
VALENTINE  18th  Hour"  cookie-decorat¬ 
ing  get-together  for  singles.  7-9  pm. 

593  Guerrero,  info@18reasons.org. 


FREE  PROGRAM 

Friday  Night  Spirit 

Celebrate  family  with  song,  food  &  fun! 

Third  Friday  Each  Month 
February-August 


5:45  PM: 

Meet  &  Snacks 

6:15  PM: 

Musical  Service 

7:00  PM: 

Dinner  &  Schmooze 


No  RSVP  Necessary 

FOR  FAMILIES  WITH  CHILDREN  AGES  7-12 

(no  membership  pitches,  we  promise!) 

For  more  information,  www.shaarzahav.org 
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A  PROGRESSIVE,  REFORM  SYNAG 
INNOVATIVE,  ENGAGED  COMMU 
290  Dolores  St.  |  San  Francisco,  CA 
Rabbi  Camille  Shira  Angel  |  Cantor  Sharon 


_ 


Jennifer  Katz,  {/IC 

Speech  ~  Language  Pathology 


Jennifer  Katz,  Inc.,  a  provider  of  speech  and  language 
therapy  to  children  of  all  ages  proudly  announces 

Theraplay 

Play-based  therapy  preschool  programs  designed 
for  children,  ages  two  through  five,  with  speech, 
language  and/or  social  skill  delays. 

We  target  your  child's  individual  needs  with  a 
multi-disciplinary  curriculum  in  a  small  group  setting 
co-taughf  by  speech  language  pathologists, 
special  educators,  and  early  educators. 

The  program  is  highly  structured  with  an  array  of 
carefully  planned  activities  targeting  social  skills, 
speech  and  language  development, 
pre-academic,  fine  and  gross  motor  skills. 

A  wide  range  of  insurances  are  accepted. 

.  For  more  Information,  please  visit  our  website 

www.katzspeech.com 

1 679  Church  Street  *  San  Francisco,  CA  94131 
415-550-8255  (TALK)  *  415-920-9598  (FAX) 
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FEBRUARY  2010 


Feb.  13:  Cate  du  Nord  hosts  a  “Port- 


Feb.  12:  Celebrate  BLACK  HISTORY 
MONTH  at  "Soul  Food  for  Thought," 
featuring  music,  food,  and  speakers  to 
benefit  the  International  Fund  for  Africa. 
5:30  pm  reception,  8  pm  show.  Herbst 
Theater,  401  Van  Ness.  392-4400; 
wm.ifundafrica.org. 

Feb.  12:  Literary  DEATH  MATCH  fea¬ 
tures  readers  Joshua  Mohr,  Samantha 
Schoech,  Michelle  Tea,  and  Dylan 
Schaffer,  from  6:30  to  9  pm;  Free  Funk 
Friday  follows  at  10  pm.  Elbo  Room, 

647  Valencia.  552-7788;  www.eibo.com. 

Feb.  12:  TANGO  No.  9  and  guest 
dancers  perform  at  the  Noe  Valley 
Music  Series.  8:15  pm.  Noe  Valley  Min¬ 
istry,  1021  Sanchez.  454-5238; 
wm.  noevalleymusicseries.  com. 

Feb.  12, 19,  26  &  March  5:  Video 
Wave's  Family  MOVIE  NIGHT  features 
The  Many  Adventures  of  Winnie  the 
Pooh( Feb.  12),  Chicken  Run  (Feb.  19), 
Pinocchio  (Feb.  26),  and  Anastasia 
(March  5).  6  pm.  Fima  Photography, 
1414  Castro.  641-1010  or  550-7577. 

Feb.  13: LADYBUG  GARDENERS 
invite  you  to  help  weed  and  tend  the 
park  at  Upper  Noe  Rec  Center  on  the 
second  Saturday  of  the  month.  9  am- 
noon.  Day  &  Sanchez.  695-5011; 
jriion@aoi.com. 

Feb.  13:  Local  doulas  and  MIDWIVES 
gather  on  second  Saturdays  at  Natural 
Resources.  2-4  pm.  1367  Valencia.  550- 
261 1 ;  www.naturalresources-sf.com. 

Feb.  13:  Christie  Matheson  discusses 
SALTY  SWEETS  at  Omnivore  Books.  3- 
4  pm.  3885A  Cesar  Chavez.  282-4712; 
wm.  omnivorebooks.  com. 

Feb.  13:  WRITERS  With  Drinks  hosts 
readings  by  Vikram  Chandra,  Cherie 
Priest,  James  Rollins,  Andrew  Porter, 
and  Derek  Powazek,  to  benefit  the  Cen¬ 
ter  for  Sex  and  Culture.  7:30  pm.  Make- 
Out  Room,  3225  22nd. 
wm.  writerswithdrinks.  com. 

Feb.  13:  The  SF  BLUEGRASS  &  Old- 
Time  Festival  features  Fretnot,  the 
Wranglers,  and  Family  Lines.  7:30  pm. 
1021  Sanchez.  454-5238;  wm.noeval- 
leymusicseries.com. 


land  invasion"  (bands  from  Oregon  and 
Maine)  as  part  of  the  SF  BLUEGRASS 
and  Old-Time  Festival.  8  pm.  2170 
Market.  861-5016 
wm.sfbluegrass.org.. 

Feb.  14:  Tour  guide  Kathy  Amendola 
discusses  her  "Cruisin'  the  Castro”  walk 
at  the  monthly  PFLAG  meeting.  2-4  pm. 
St.  Francis  Lutheran  Church,  152 
Church.  921-8850;  wm.pflagsf.org. 

Feb.  15:  Sara  Segal,  Noe  Valley  resi¬ 
dent  and  member  of  the  2002  Civil 
Grand  Jury,  discusses  her  experiences 
at  ODD  MONDAYS.  7:30  pm;  no-host 
dinner  Haystack  Pizza,  6  pm  (RSVP 
jlsender@webtv.net ).  1021  Sanchez. 
282-2317. 

Feb.  17:  City  Assessor  Phil  Ting  and 
SF  Budget  Department  Director  Leo 
LevenSon  discuss  the  2010  BUDGET  at 
the  Noe  Valley  Democratic  Club  Meet¬ 
ing.  7:30  pm.  St.  Philip's  Church,  725 
Diamond,  molly@ffrsf.com. 

Feb.  17:  The  Noe  Valley  BOOK  DIS¬ 
CUSSION  Group  meets  on  third 
Wednesdays,  from  7  to  8:30  pm.  451 
Jersey.  355-5707;  wm.sfpl.org. 

Feb.  18:  J-CHURCH  track  replacement 
and  noise  issues  are  on  the  agenda  at 
the  Upper  Noe  Neighbors  monthly 
meeting.  7:30  pm.  Noe  Valley  Rec 
Center.  Day  &  Sanchez.  285-0473; 
vickimrosen@gmaii.  com. 

Feb.  18:  The  EUREKA  VALLEY 
Promotion  Association  meets  the  third 
Thursday  of  the  month.  7:30  pm.  Castro 
Meeting  Room,  501  Castro.  437-9414; 
mw.evpa.org. 

Feb.  18-April  4:  Creativity  Explored  . 
exhibits  a  group  show  to  celebrate  CHI¬ 
NESE  NEW  YEAR,  "Tiger  Leaping  Gold 
Mountain."  Opening  Feb.  18,  7-9  pm. 
Mon. -Wed.  &  Fri.,  10  am-3  pm.;  Thurs., 
10  am-7  pm;  Sat.,  1-6  pm.  3245  16th. 
863-2108;www.  creativityexplored.  org. 


Feb.  19:  The  SF  BLUEGRASS  and 
Old-Time  Festival  features  the  bands 
Jackstraw  and  the  Crooked  Jades. 

7:30  pm.  Noe  Valley  Ministry,  1021 
Sanchez.  454-5238;  wm.noevalleymu- 
sicseries.com. 

Feb.  19-March  13:  NINA  WISE  per¬ 
forms  What  Just  Happened?,  a  solo 
improvisation  based  on  personal  and 
political  events  of  the  last  24  hours.  Fri. 
&  Sat.,  8  pm.  The  Marsh,  1062  Valen¬ 
cia.  271-3256;  wm.themarsh.org. 

Feb.  20:  FINANCIAL  ADVISER  Cather¬ 
ine  Pinkas  discusses  “Taking  Control: 
Planning  for  the  Future”  at  the  Older 
Women's  League  (OWL).  10  am-noon. 
Flood  Building,  870  N.  Market,  Room 
975.  Preregistration  required:  989- 
4422;  wm.owlsf.com. 

Feb.  20:  Tim  Holt  performs  a  tribute, 
“WOODY  GUTHRIE  and  the  Great  Amer¬ 
ican  Folksong.”  3-4:30  pm.  Glen  Park 
Library,  2825  Diamond.  355-2d58. 

Feb.  20:  Omnivore  Books  hosts  a 
WINE  TASTING  with  author  Kermit 
Lynch.  5-6  pm.  3885A  Cesar  Chavez. 
282-4712;  wm.omnivorebooks.com. 

Feb.  21:  People  born  in  the  year  of  the 
Year  of  the  Tiger  (1926, 1938, 1950, 
1962, 1974, 1986, 1998  &  2010)  get 
free  admission  to  the  LUNAR  NEW 
YEAR  celebration  at  the  SF  Zoo.  10  am- 
3  pm.  753-7080. 

Feb.  21:  Sonia  Ricket  and  guests  host 
a  TANGO  Master  Class  at  Community 
Music  Center.  3-5  pm.  544  Capp.  647- 
6015;  wm.sfcmc.org. 

Feb.  21:  JAZZ  VESPERS  at  the  Noe 
Valley  Ministry  features  “Music  of  For¬ 
giveness.”  5-6  pm.  1021  Sanchez. 
282-231 7 ;  wm.noevaiieyministry.org. 

Feb.  21:  Four  local  bakers  contribute 
to  a  CUPCAKE-TASTING  at  Cooks 
Boulevard.  6:30-7:15  pm.  1309  Castro. 
647-2665;  wm.cooksbouievard.com. 


Feb.  22:  Atlas  Cate  hosts  a  discussion 
about  restoring  COYOTE  VALLEY.  7-9 
pm.  3049  20th.  648-1047; 
wm.sciencecafesf.com. 

Feb.  23:  Park  Ranger  Rick  Penn  dis¬ 
cusses  “The  BUFFALO  SOLDIERS  at  the 
Presidio”  at  the  monthly  San  Francisco 
History  Association  meeting.  8  pm.  St. 
Philip's  Church,  725  Diamond.  750- 
9986;  wm.sanfranciscohistory.org. 

Feb.  24:  Shop  at  Noe  Valley’s  WHOLE 
FOODS  Market,  which  is  donating  5 
percent  of  today's  sates  to  the  commu¬ 
nity  garden  at  James  Lick  Middle 
School.  8  am-10  pm.  3950  24th. 

Feb.  24:  The  Noe  Valley  MERCHANTS 
and  Professionals  Association  meets 
the  last  Wednesday  of  the  month.  9  am. 
Bank  of  America,  4098  24th.  Robert  T. 
Roddick,  641-8687. 

Feb.  25:  Paxton  Gate  offers  a  class  in 
INSECT-mounting.  4-7  pm.  824  Valen¬ 
cia.  824-1872;  www.PaxtonGate.com. 

Feb.  25:  Bring  food-related  books  to  a 
COOKBOOK  SWAP  at  18  Reasons,  co¬ 
sponsored  by  Omnivore  Books.  7-9  pm 
593  Guerrero.  282-4712;  wm.omni- 
vorebooks.com  or  info@18reasons.org. 

Feb.  25:  Supervisor  Bevan  Dufty  and 
five  neighborhood  groups  host  a  COM¬ 
MUNITY  FORUM  on  a  proposal  to  end 
limits  on  new  24th  Street  restaurants. 
Police  Capt.  Greg  Corrales  of  Mission 
Station  provides  a  safety  update.  7:30 
pm.  St.  Philip's  Church,  665  Elizabeth. 
554-6987;  boe.hayward@sfgov.org. 

Feb.  26:  More  than  80  local  high 
schoolers  compete  in  the  Unified  Dis¬ 
trict  POETRY  SLAM  Championship  at 
the  Main  Library.  7-9:30  pm.  100 
Larkin.  557-4400;  mw.sfpl.org. 

Feb.  27:  Michael  Kalanty  gives  advice 
on  How  to  BAKE  BREAD.  3-4  pm. 
Omnivore  Books,  3885A  Cesar  Chavez. 
282-4712;  wm.omnivorebooks.com. 


Feb.  27-March  6:  This  year’s  Middle 
School  SCIENCE  FAIR  features  over 
200  projects  culled  from  4,000  entrants. 
Tues.-Sat.,  10  am-5  pm.  Randall 
Museum,  199  Museum  Way.  554-9600. 

Feb.  28:  CHOCOLATIER  Michael  Rec- 
chiuti  and  cookbook  author  Fran  Gage 
discuss  Chocolate  Obsession.  3-4  pm. 
Omnivore  Books,  3885A  Cesar  Chavez. 
282-4712;  wm.omnivorebooks.com. 

Feb.  28:  Pianist  Larry  Vuckovich  and 
drummer  EDDIE  MARSHALL  play 
bebop  and  jazz  at  the  Bliss  Bar  Sunday 
afternoon  jazz  series  “The  Art  of  the 
Duo.". 4:30-7:30  pm.  4026  24th.  826- 
6200;  wm.blissbarsf.com. 

March  1 :  Women  refugee  expert  Hazel 
Reitz  talks  about  her  book,  Winds  of 
Darfur,  at  ODD  MONDAYS  at  the  Noe 
Valley  Ministry.  7:30  pm;  no-host  din¬ 
ner  Haystack  Pizza,  6  pm  (RSVP  jisender 
@ webtv.net ).  1021  Sanchez.  282-2317. 

March  6:  Registration  begins  for 
classes  this  spring  at  UPPER  NOE  Rec 
Center  and  other  parks  in  the  city.  10 
am.  Upper  Noe  Park,  295  Day  at 
Sanchez.  970-8061;  sfreconline.org. 

March  6:  The  Noe  Valley  Library  and 
the  Garden  for  the  Environment  host  a 
discussion  of  ROOFTOP  GARDENING. 
2-3  pm.  451  Jersey.  355-5707. 

March  6:  Karen  Ande  discusses  her 
book,  Face  to  Face:  Children  of  the 
AIDS  CRISIS  in  Africa. "  3-4  pm.  Glen 
Park  Library,  2825  Diamond. -355-2858. 


MARCHING  ORDERS 

The  next  Noe  Valley  Voice  will  be 
the  March  2010  issue,  appearing 
on  the  streets  of  Noe  Valley  the 
first  week  of  March.  Email 
calendar  items  by  Feb.  15  to 
calendar@noevalleyvojce.com 
or  write  Calendar,  Noe  Valley 
Voice,  1021  Sanchez  St.,  S  F ,  CA 
94114.  Note:  Events  in  Noe  Valley 
and  surrounding  neighborhoods 
receive  priority.  Thank  you. 


Noe  Valley's  Premier  Steak  8c  Seafood  House 

BASSO’S 

■  featuring  quality  meats  and  seafood^______-^ 

FOR  LUNCH  AND  DINNER 

\  _  prizes 


Join  us  for  Valentine’s  Day  -  Sunday,  February  14th! 


Saturday  &  Sunday  Brunch 

Napolitana  style  Pizza  ■  Full  Bar 

Don’t  forget  our  EARLY  BIRD  SPECIALS 

5:00  -  6:30  every  evening! 

includes  Free  cup  of  soup  or  dinner  salad  and 
a  non-alcoholic  beverage  with  any  entree 

(Early  Bird  Special  not  available  on  holidays.  Dine  in  only. 

Not  good  with  other  offer  or  special  events.) 

Senidr  Disc  (Aunt  7S%  * 

J\fo-o  Va/Zaz  /Vtcrc/ucnt  Discount  70%  * 

J 

Cnot  valid  on  alcoholic  beverages)  t 

3782  24th  Street  -  at  Church  Street 
(415)  285-3212  ■  (415)  285-3224 

OPEN  DAILY 

11:30  a. m. -10:00  p.m.  Monday  through  Friday 
10:00  a. m. -10:00  p.m.  Saturday  and  Sunday 
Late  Night  Menu  until  1:30  a. m.  Monday  through  Saturday 


% 

EVENTS 

bk 

FEBRUARY  2010 

(TN D 

OMNIVORE  BOOKS 

SAT 

FEB 

e 

Tori  Ritchie  •  3-4  p.m.  •  free 

Braises  and  Stews.  Learn  how  to  make  hardy,  soul-warming 
one-pot  meals  this  winter. 

SU  N 
FEB 

7 

Lisa  Schwartz  •  3-4  p.m.  •  free 

Over  the  Rainbeau:  Living  the  Dream  of  Sustainable  Farming. 
Come  join  us  for  cheese,  wine,  and  answers  to  questions  about 
sustainable  farming. 

SAT 

FEB 

1  3 

Christie  Matheson  *3-4  p.m.*  free 

Salty  Sweets,  join  us  for  delectable  desserts  and  tempting 
.treats  with  a  sublime  kiss  of  salt. 

SAT 

FEB 

20 

Wine  Tasting  with  Kermit  Lynch  •  5-6  p.m. 
FREE  *  Legendary  wine  importer  Kermit  Lynch  will  be  here 
to  read  from  his  books,  Adventures  on  the  Wine  Route  and 
Inspiring  Thirst.  Meanwhile,  he’ll  provide  us  with  some  of  the 
tastiest  new  discoveries  his  company  offers. 

TH  RS 
FEB 

25 

Cookbook  Swap  at  IS  Reasons  •  7-9  p.m. 

Swing  by  18  Reasons  (593  Guerrero)  Bring  any  and  all 
food-related  books  and  swap  them  with  new  friends  -  55 
members,  *10  general  admission. 

SAT 

FEB 

27 

Michael  Kalanty  •  3-4  p.m.  •  free 

How  to  Bake  Bread.  Join  us  for  tips  on  becoming  a  successful 
bread  baker. 

SUN 

FEB 

28 

Michael  Recchiuti  &  Fran  Gage  •  3-4  p.m. 

•  FREE  •  Chocolate  Obsession.  Join  chocolatier  Michael 
Recchiuti  and  cookbook  author  Fran  Gage  as  we  discuss  the  ins 
and  outs  of  chocolate.  Samples  will  be  provided  by  the  authors! 

OMNIVORE  BOOKS  OR  FOOD 

3885a  CESAR  CHAVEZ  STREET  (AT  CHURCH  ST.)  •  SAN  FRANCISCO,  CA 
,  phone:  -415. 282. 471  8  •  OMNIVOREBOOKS.COM 
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Proudly  Serving  La  Coppa  Coffee 


Serving  an  Assortment  of  Teas  &  Blended  Beverages 


FREE  WIRELESS 


Tea  Room 

&  : 

Please  join  us  in  our  support for  Haiti 

Love  joy’s  will  donate  10%  of  February 
profits  to  Oxfam  and  Doctor’s  without 
Borders  for  their  relief  efforts  in  Haiti 

1351  Church  Street  at  Clipper 
415-648-5895 

Reservations  Recommended  •  Catering  Available 

Wednesday  -  Sunday  1 1:00  a.m.  -  6:00  p.m. 

Closed  Mondays  and  Tuesdays 


Please  help 
Bay  Area 
senior  dogs 
in  need. 

Be  a  foster  home 
or  forever  home. 
Donate  to  help 
veterinary  costs. 


Looks  like  Cupid’s  in  town  again. 


•TM 


Send  the  Lasting  Romance 
Bouquet 

For  Valentine  s  Day 
Sunday,  February  14. 


The  sweet  smell  of  love  is  in  the  air, 
and  it’s  coming  from  the  Stargazer 
Lilies,  Red  Roses,  Limonium,  Pink 
Waxflower,  and  White  Alstroemeria 
bursting  from  this  beautiful  glass  vase. 
Who  could  resist  this  charming  bouquet? 


MUTTVILLE 

senior  dog  rescue 


41 5-824-3233  •  4080  24TH  STREET  (NOE)  TUeflom9 


100%  Satisfaction 
Guaranteed 


SELLERS:  I’ll  sell  your  house  in  60  days  or  I’ll  pay 
you  $  1 ,000  through  escrow  guaranteed! 


BUYERS:  III  save  you  $  1 0,000  or  pay  you 
$  1 ,000  through  escrow! 


JAN  E  IVORY 


A  Top  Producing  Associate  Broker 
20+ Years  in  San  Francisco  Real  Estate 


'WHERE  THE  BEAN  MEETS  THE  VINE" 


cr-^6} 


HILL  &  CO. 

REAL  ESTATE 
1 880  Lombard  St.,  San  Francisco,  CA  94 1 23 


Visit  Janelvoiy.com  to  receive  informative  brochures 

or  sign  up  for  emailed  market  reports.  tel  (4 1 5)  564-700 1 

Call  564-700 1  to  receive  emailed  new  listings.  jivory@hill-co.com 


N  O  E  T  E  C  A 

CAFE  •  WINE  BAR 


VALENTINES  DAY 
BITTER/SWEET 
$35  PR1X  FIXE 


1551  DOLORES  ST 
AT  VALLEY 
41  5  -824  -5524 
noetecacafe.com 


Bring  this  ad  in  &  save  $5  on 
food  &  drink  purchase  over  $25. 
Excludes  alcoholic  beverages. 
One  coupon  per  party  per  visit. 
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Kevin  Danaher  finds  it  easy  to  smile  under  the  sunny  skies  of  Havana,  Cuba  while  reading  the 
Noe  Valley  Voice  he  brought  along.  Behind  him,  is  the  famed  Jose  Marti  monument  in  Revolution 
Square.  Danaher  is  executive  director  of  the  Global  Citizen  Center,  and  can  be  reached  at 
www.globalcitizencenter.org. 


A  Love  of  Reading  While 
On  The  Road 


Our  readers  report  that 
spending  time  with  this 
journal  improves  their  disposition 
which  in  turn  makes  them  more 
able  to  enjoy  travel  outside  our 


Margaret  Bean  (center)  is  visited  by  her  friends  from  the  Noe  Valley  Ministry.  Susan  Olney 
(left)  and  pastor  Keenan  Kelsey.The  two  traveled  to  Margaret's  current  home  in  Antigua, 
Guatemala  and  remembered  to  bring  her  a  copy  of  the  Noe  Valley  Voice. 


Robert  Gregory  and  his  wife  Jan  have  been  Noe  Valley  Voice  readers  for  over  20  years  while 
they  raised  their  two  boys  on  Kronquist  Court.  In  2009,  they  made  their  first  trip  without  the 
kids  since  1 983. This  photo  was  taken  while  visiting  Pushakar,  Rajasthan,  India  in  November. 


favored  neighborhood. To  read  is  to 
love.  So  don’t  forget  to  take  a  copy 
of  the  NoeValleyVoice  with  you 
when  you  leave.  And  when  you 
return,  kindly  mail  a  photo  print  to 
the  Noe  Valley  Voice,  Attn:  Readers, 
PO  Box  460249,  San  Francisco,  CA 
94 1 46,  or  you're  also  welcome  to 
email  editor@noevalleyvoice.com 
with  your  digital  file. Thank  you! 


Travel  specialist  Paula  Gerhardt  pauses  to  read  the  hometown  news  while  her  long  boat  guide  takes  a  break  during  a  recent  tour  ofVietnam 
and  Cambodia.  You  can  reach  Paula  atValueVacation.com  and  this  long-time  Noe  Valley  resident  will  fill  you  in  on  how  to  duplicate  her  trip 
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i  in  Glen  Park.  It’s  quiet.  It  smells  good. We  could  run  forever.  But  there’s  the  phone. 


Photo  by  Jack  Tipple 


GLEN  PARK  DENTAL 

Beautiful  Smiles  for  Life 

CENERAL  &  SEDATION  DENTISTRY  |  EXTREME  MAKEOVERS 


r 


“I  used  to 
hate  going  to 
the  dentist. 

The  team  at 
Glen  Park  Dental 
has  always  made 
sure  that  I'iVi 
comfortable  while 
taking  care  of  me. 
Now  I  have  the 
beautiful  smile 
that  I’ve  always 
wanted... 
without  the  fear." 


Electric 

(415)  648-2609 

Michael  Ballingall 

Affordable  Rates 


243  Chenery  Street 
San  Francisco  94131 

License  No.  479313 


"A 


Address  590  Bosworth  Street 

OUR  NEW  OFFICE  IS  CONVENIENTLY  LOCATED 
DIRECTLY  ACROSS  FROM  THE  GLEN  PARK  BART  STATION 

Telephone  (415)585-1500 
Online  www.glenparkdental.com 


MARKET 

village  grocer 


2815  DIAMOND  ST. 
GLEN  PARK  SF  94IJI 

i  block  from  the 
glen  park  bart 
station 


GLEN 

PARK 


HARDWARE 


OPEN  6  DAYS 

Plumbing  •  Electric  •  Glass 
Pipe  Threading  •  Keys 
Home  &  Garden  Supplies 
Pittsburgh  Paints 

Mon.  to  Sat.  until  5:30  p.m. 


415-585-5761 

685  CHENERY  at  DIAMOND 


☆ 


Got  News? 

Send  your  press  release  to  the 
Noe  Valiev  Voice,  1021  Sanchez 
Street,  S.F.,  CA  94114. 
Better  yet,  email 
editor@noevalleyvoice.com. 
Please  include  a  phone  number. 
The  deadline  is  Feb.  15. 


☆ 


☆ 


homemade 

SOUPS,  SALADS,  COFFEE  BAR,  DELI, 

SANDWICHES,  ORGANIC  PRODUCE,  DAIRY, 
PASTRIES  &  BULK  FOOD,  VITAMINS,  BEER, 

BREAD  WINE,  SPIRITS,  CATERING  ...and  more! 


415-586-9999  WWW.CANYONMARKET.COM 


NEW! 

Solve  the  Voice  Crossword  online! 
Get  hints,  peek  at  answers,  or 
print  out- an  old  puzzle  to  work 
with  pencil  and  paper. 

Go  to 

www.noevalleyvoice.com. 
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SHORT 

TAKES 


Tango  One  Night,  Fiddle 
the  Next 

Temperatures  should  rise  on  three 
nights  in  February,  when  sizzling  tango 
and  heart-thumpin'  bluegrass  make  their 
annual  visits  to  the  Noe  Valley  Ministry. 

The  creative  quartet  Tango  No.  9  ar¬ 
rives  on  Friday,  Feb.  12,  with  "Tango  for 
the  New  Decade,”  an  evening  of  nuevo 
tango  and  dance  hosted  by  the  Noe  Val¬ 
ley  Music  Series. 

Inspired  by  Astor  Piazzolla.  the  con¬ 
troversial  Argentine  composer  who 
stirred  up  traditional  tango  with  elements 
of  classical  music  and  jazz.  Tango  No.  9 
is  Joshua  Raoul  Brody  on  piano.  Isabel 
Douglass  on  accordion,  Greg  Stephens  on 
trombone,  and  Catharine  Clune  on  violin. 
The  group  will  be  joined  on  stage  by 
singer  Zoltan  Lundy,  accordion  player  Rob 
Reich,  and  dancers  Mila  Salazar,  Count 
Glover,  Rose  Vierling,  and  Jessie  Dishart. 

Tickets  for  the  event  cost  $15  in  ad¬ 
vance  and  $17  at  the  door.  The  Ministry 
is  at  1 02 1  Sanchez  Street  near  23rd  Street, 
and  the  show  begins  at  8: 1 5  p.m. 

Not  24  hours  later,  the  wood  floors  in 
the  church’s  upstairs  hall  will  shake  with 
the  boot-stomping  gospel  of  Fret  Not,  as 
the  Music  Series  hosts  its  part  of  the  11th 
annual  San  Francisco  Bluegrass  &  Old- 
Time  Festival.  Led  by  singer  Lori  Arthur, 
Fret  Not  promises  to  lift  the  spirits  of  dis¬ 
heartened  urbanites  with  strong  har¬ 
monies  emanating  from  both  African- 
American  and  white  church  traditions. 
Also  slated  for  the  Feb.  13  gig  are  the 
bands  Family  Lines  and  the  Wranglers. 
Family  Lines  is  a  folk-blues-roots  trio 


composed  of  vocalist  Susan  Nielsen,  gui¬ 
tarist  Tim  McDonald,  and  veteran  plucker 
Ken  Frankel.  Fronting  the  Wranglers  is 
banjo  player  Warren  Heilman,  whom  you 
might  recognize  as  founder  of  the  Hardly 
Strictly  Bluegrass  Festival  in  Golden 
Gate  Park.  The  night  starts  at  7:30,  and 
tickets  are  $16  advance/$l8  at  the  door. 

The  festival  continues  at  the  Ministry 
the  following  Friday,  Feb.  19,  with  Port¬ 
land  bluegrass  band  Jackstraw,  the  Black 
Crown  Stringband,  and  the  Crooked 
Ja,des,  who  mix'  African  and  European 
sounds  with  Americana  roots  music. 
Tickets  cost  $18  and  $20  for  this  show, 
which  also  starts  at  7:30  p.m. 

You  can  pick  up  advance  tickets  at 
Phoenix  Books,  3957  24th  Street  near  Noe 
Street.  For  more  information,  visit  mew 
.noevalleymusicseries.com  or  www.sf 
biuegrass.org ,  or  call  4 1 5-454-5238. 

How  Do  I  Love  Thee?  Let  Me 
Count  the  I  I  Ways 

Friends  of  the  San  Francisco  Library  is 
hosting  its  third  annual  "Poets  1 1,”  a  po¬ 
etry  contest  in  each  of  the  city's  supervi¬ 
sorial  districts  that  concludes  with  a  pub¬ 
lished  anthology  of  winning  selections. 

Judged  by  San  Francisco’s  former  poet 
laureate  Jack  Hirschman,  the  contest  is  a 
platform  for  both  new  and  established  po¬ 
ets.  There  are  no  rules  about  style,  length, 
or  form,  and  past  submissions  have 
ranged  from  lightly  humorous  to  heavily 
political,  says  Sarah  Rosedale,  coordina¬ 
tor  of  the  event.  Even  language  is  open — 
Hirschman  is  a  multilingual  poetry  trans¬ 
lator,  and  he  encourages  writers  to  submit 
work  in  their  native  language. 

"The  poems  really  reflect  the  neigh¬ 
borhoods  well,"  says  Rosedale,  who  man¬ 
ages  Book  Bay  Fort  Mason,  a  bookstore 
run  by  the.  Friends. 

Submissions  of  up  to  three  poems  are 
due  March  I .  Hirschman  will  select  three 


ZEPHYR 

REAL  ESTATE 


Results  in  today’s  market. 


Experienced  in  navigating  recessionary 
markets,  we  bring  keen  negotiation  skills 
in  purchasing  and  selling  properties. 


Over  35  years  experience 


Karin  Phillips 
415.994.1598 
karfnphillipsipzephyrsf.com 


Don  Woolhouse 
415.971.7766 
dwoolhouse@zephyrsf.com 


The  group  Tango  No.  9,  featuring  (left  to 
right)  Isabel  Douglass  on  accordion,  Joshua 
Raoul  Brody  on  piano.  Catharine  Clune  on 
violin,  and  Greg  Stephens  on  trombone, 
performs  Friday,  Feb.  12,  at  the  Noe  Valley 
Music  Series.  •  Photo  by  Anne  Hamersky 

winning  poets  from  each  district,  who 
will  join  him  and  read  their  work  at  a  lo¬ 
cal  branch  library.  District  8  winners  will 
read  at  the  Eureka  Valley  Library  Tues¬ 
day,  April  20,  at  7  p.m.  All  the  winning 
poets  come  together  May  8  for  a  reading 
in  the  Main  Library’s  Koret  Auditorium. 
Winners  also  receive  a  $50  honorarium. 

Last  year,  Noe  Valley’s  District  8  sent 
in  at  least  60  submissions — about  1 5  per¬ 
cent  of  the  total,  says  Rosedale.  Noe  Val¬ 
ley  resident  Stanley  Kiesel  was  one  of  the 
district’s  three  winners. 

Entrants  must  be  1  Kyears  or  older  and 
live  in  one  of  San  Francisco’s  1 1  districts. 
Poems  can  be  emailed  to  poetsll@ 
frienclssfpi.org.  dropped  off  at  any  branch 
library,  or  mailed  to  Poets  1 1 ,  Book  Bay 
Fort  Mason,  Fort  Mason  Center,  Building 
C,  San  Francisco,  CA  94123. 

For  more  information  on  guidelines,  a 
map  of  city  districts,  and  a  submissions 
form,  visit  www.frienclssfpl.org. 

Where  to  Meet  a  Caterpillar 

This  spring,  visitors  to  Noe  Courts  park 
can  learn  about  the  birds  and  the  bees  as 
these  winged  pollinators  buzz  around  a 
new  habitat  garden  planted  last  month  by 
neighbors,  including  30  children. 

Nestled  in  a  planter  that  runs  along  the 


24th  Street  side  of  the  playground  (at 
Douglass),  the  3-by- 12-foot  garden 
houses  1 5  different  plants  that  attract  hon¬ 
eybees,  butterflies,  and  hummingbirds 
year-round,  says  Beth  Saiki,  a  Noe  Val¬ 
ley  mother  of  two  who  helped  organize 
the  planting. 

Depending  on  the  season,  you  will  see 
monarch  butterfly  eggs  under  milkwood 
leaves,  swallowtail  caterpillars  eating  the 
leaves  of  ceanothus  plants,  butterflies  sip¬ 
ping  nectar  from  yarrow,  and  humming¬ 
birds  visiting  the  currant  shrub,  she  says. 

Habitat  gardens  are  magical,  but  don't 
expect  the  tidy-  display  of  a  manicured 
garden,  says  Saiki.  Fallen  leaves  will  re¬ 
main  on  the  ground  to  shelter  butterfly 
eggs,  and  caterpillars  will  munch  some 
plants  to  tatters  come  spring.  Mud  pud¬ 
dles  are  prized  as  a  source  of  drinking  wa¬ 
ter  for  butterflies. 

The  project  grew  out  of  a  $3,000  grant 
from  First  Five  San  Francisco  that  Saiki 
and  11  other  neighborhood  families  se¬ 
cured  in  2008  (see  July  2009  Voice). 

"It  was  a  big  community-building  ex¬ 
perience,"  says  Saiki.  In  preparation,  the 
families  took  a  workshop  in  habitat  gar¬ 
dening  offered  by  Susan  Prentice,  owner 
of  the  plant  nursery  Independent  Nature 
on  Church  Street.  A  store  employee  and 
a  Recreation  and  Park  Department  em¬ 
ployee  helped  design  the  layout  of  the 
plants.  The  garden  was  installed  by  the 
families  and  their  kids  on  Jan.  9. 

Now  that  planting  is  done,  the  grant 
families  will  post  educational  signs  de¬ 
scribing  the  garden  and  the  importance  of 
the  bees  and  butterflies  it  serves.  Then 
they  will  take  turns  maintaining  it. 

City’s  Top  Money  Analysts  at 
Demo  Club 

City  Assessor  Phil  Ting  and  San  Fran¬ 
cisco  Budget  Director  Leo  Levenson  will 
be  the  featured  speakers  at  the  next  meet¬ 
ing  of  the  Noe  Valley  Democratic  Club. 
Wednesday,  Feb.  17,  at  7:30  p.m.  Ac¬ 
cording  to  Molly  Fleischman,  vice  presi¬ 
dent  of  the  club,  each  will  talk  about  the 
serious  financial  challenges  now  faced  by 
city  government. 

"As  the  two  men  come  from  two  dif¬ 
fering  perspectives — one  assesses  and 
collects  taxes,  one  analyzes  revenues  and 
projects  expenditures — these  two  per- 
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BLISS  BAR 

A  neighborhood  cocktail  lounge 

0  4026  24th  St.  § 

2=  2 

S  415-826-6200 


www.blissbarsf.com 


OPEN  7  DAYS  A  WEEK 


CASTRO  COMPUTER  SERVICES 


Sales  •  Service  •  Networking  •  Support 


/pmt\ 

[EVl RY) 

Microsoft 

CERTIFIED 

Mac 

Systems  Engineer 

Convenient  ON  and  OFF  Site  Service! 

826-6678 

email:  ccs@CastroComputer5ervices.com 


15 00  Castro  St.  @  25th  St. 
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,  Levels  of  Vertical.  Reaching  for  the  sky  are  the  human  creations  of  Outer  Noe  Valley  and  A  Noe  Street  Window  with  curtains  drawn  against  the  late  winter  sun. 

beyond.  #  Photos  by  Jack  Tipple 


Tkis  Space  Available  for  Lease 

Call  Steve  at  415.239.1114 

lor  display  advertising  service  in  your  neighborhood 
The  Noe  Valley  Voice 


a  local  girl’s  coffee  shop 

Proudly  Serving  La  Coppa  Coffee 

Featuring  a  Variety  of  Desserts  Delivered  Fresh  Daily 
from  Raison  d’Etre  Bakeries 

Serving  an  Assortment  of  Teas  &  Blended  Beverages 

Savor  our  Friendly,  Cozy  Atmosphere 

FREE  WIRELESS 

Open  7  Days  -  5:30  a.m.  -  8:00  p.m. 

3966  24th  Street  415,642.1 192 

between  Sanchez  &  Noe  BernadetteMelvin@GmaiI.com 


TUGGEY'S 

Hardware  for  the  Handyperson 

Denny  Giovannoli 

3885  24th  Street 

San  Francisco,  CA  94114 
415-282-5081 

Mon.-Fri. 

9-5:30 

Sat.  9-5 

0tm.  //  -  3 

FINGER-PRINTS,  SNOWFLAKES,  & 
OUR  SECTIONALS. 


Start  with  hundreds  of  sofa,  sectional  and  fabric  options. 

Throw  in  our  design  experience.  And,  we'll  deliver  an  orginal  piece  that 
reflects  your  personalty  and  imagination. 

KOHLER  |p  JONES 

CUSTOM  FURNITURE  &  DESIGN 


1747  CHURCH  @  DAY  .  MON-  CLOSED  .  TUES  -THURS  11  -  6  *  FRI-SAT-SUN  11  -  5  •  415  643  6309 
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spectives  should  be  interesting  to  exr 
plore,"  says  Fleischman,  noting  that  Ting 
is  often  mentioned  as  a  possible  candidate 
for  mayor. 

Fleischman  encourages  those  attend¬ 
ing  the  meeting  to  voice  their  concerns 
and  opinions  at  a  Q&A  session  following 
the  presentations.  Refreshments  will  be 
served,  and  all  are  welcome  to  the  event, 
at  St.  Philip's  Church,  725  Diamond 
Street  at  Elizabeth  Street.  For  more  in¬ 
formation,  contact  Fleischman  at  415- 
64 1  -5838  or  moUy@ffrsf.com. 

Get  Your  Geek  On 

Noe  Valley  will  be  home  to  a  high-tech 
scavenger  hunt  Saturday,  Feb.  6,  when 
friends  and  family  from  Alvarado  Ele¬ 
mentary  School  fan  out,  flashlights  and 
phone  cameras  in  hand,  to  show  off  their 
neighborhood  knowledge. 

Teams  of  participants  will  be  given  a 
map  with  clues  to  decipher.  The  clues 
lead  to  various  locations  in  Noe  Valley, 
where  members  take  a  photo  of  the  an¬ 
swer  and  email  it  back  to  the  home  base. 

“It’s  a  scavenger  hunt  meets  block 
party,”  says  organizer  Tim  Smith,  who 
heads  the  school's  technology  committee. 
The  event  is  also  a  fundraiser,  and  Smith 
has  already  secured  sponsorship  from 
Google,  Geeknet,  SalesForce.com,  and 
Circle  Bank.  District  8  supervisor  candi¬ 
dates  Rafael  Mandelman,  Rebecca 
Prozan,  Laura  Spanjian,  and  Scott  Wiener 
have  also  thrown  their  hats  in  the  ring. 


Smith  says  the  school  hopes  to  raise 
$'15,000 — -enough  money  to  provide 
working  computers  for  every  classroom. 

The  hunt  starts  at  6  p.m.  at  the  school’s 
cafeteria  on  22rid  Street  between  Dou¬ 
glass  and  Eureka.  Two  hours  later,  every¬ 
one  will  meet  at  the  Dubliner  Bar  on  24th 
Street  and  compare  notes.  Prizes  from 
Geeknet  and  Electronic  Arts  will  be 
awarded,  and  the  winning  team  gets  a  free 
round  of  drinks.  To  join  the  fun,  visit  the 
website  at  www.lechseairliparty.com. 

Restoration  Sheds  Light  on 
Bernal  Library 

The  Bernal  Heights  Branch  Library, 
500  Cortland  Avenue,  reopened  last 
month  after  a  two-year.  $5.7  million  ren¬ 
ovation.  The  facelift  has  turned  a  win¬ 
dowless  basement  into  a  light-filled  Chil¬ 
dren's  Room,  which  now  opens  onto  the 
adjacent  Bernal  Heights  playground. 

The  new  Children's  Room  replaced  a 
preschool  run  by  City  College,  which 
moved  out  before  renovations  began  in 
February  2008.  There  had  always  been  a 
community  room  downstairs,  but  now  the 
space  is  more  inviting,  says  Michelle  Jef¬ 
fers,  a  spokesperson  for  the  San  Francisco 
Public  Library. 

Built  in  1940  by  the  Works  Project  Ad¬ 
ministration,  a  Depression-era  job  cre¬ 
ation  program,  the  library  saw  a  restora¬ 
tion  of  its  original  hand-painted  stencils 
on  the  ceiling  and  ornate  light  fixtures. 
Wood  veneers  were  refinished  to  match 
the  original  woodwork  in  the  branch,  and 
a  new  Beaux  Arts  staircase  connects  the 
basement  to  the  main  floor.  The  renova¬ 
tion  was  designed  by  the  Library  Design 
Studio,  a  division  of  the  Department  of 
Public  Works  (DPW). 

“Just  as  the  WPA  provided  much 
needed  jobs  for  public  works  projects 
across  San  Francisco,  the  Branch  Library 


Last  Call  for  Garden  Tour 

At  press  time.  Friends  of  Noe  Valley  sent  this  alert  about  the  Noe  Valley  Garden 
Tour: 

The  fourth  Noe  Valley  Garden  Tour  will  be  held  the  second  weekend  in  June. 

on  June  12,  from  10  a. m.  to  3  p.m.  Six  to  eight  gardens  will  be  selected  to  be 
on  the  tour,  which  is  sponsored  by  the  Friends  of  Noe  Valley  neighborhood  as¬ 
sociation.  Proceeds  from  the  tour  will  go  to  help  finance  neighborhood  beautifi¬ 
cation  projects  for  Noe  Valley. 

If  you  would  like  your  garden  or  a  neighbor’s  garden  to  be  on  the  public  tour, 
please  contact  Richard  May  at  298-2344  no  later  than  Feb.  28.  Nominated  gar¬ 
dens  will  be  inspected  during  March,  and  final  selections  made  by  March  31. 

Gardens  can  be  of  any  theme.  Each  garden  must  have  private  access.  Volun¬ 
teers  will  be  stationed  at  the  garden  entrance  to  take  and  sell  tickets,  answer  ques¬ 
tions,  and  monitor  access.  Homeowners  are  encouraged,  but  not  required,  to  be 
on  hand  to  talk  to  their  visitors.  Nominations  from  individuals  and  landscaping 
firms  both  are  welcomed.  Proposals  for  neighborhood  beautification  projects  are 
also  due  by  Feb.  28.  Requirements  are  that  projects  be  in  a  public  space  for  all  to 
enjoy  within  the  boundaries  of  Noe  Valley:  Grand  View/Diamond  Heights  Boule¬ 
vard  on  the  west,  30th  Street  on  the  south,  Guerrero  on  the  east  and  2 1st  Street 
on  the  north.  Please  also  call  May  to  discuss  possible  beautification  projects. 


NOMAD 

RUGS 


15  Great 
Years  In 
Noe  Valley! 


3775  24th  Street 
415.401.8833 

www.NomadRugs.com 


Keeping  Track  of 
Rail  Repairs 

By  Heather  World 

J -Church  riders^ — and  Noe  Valley  resi¬ 
dents  who  live  near  the  streetcar  line — 
are  especially  invited  to  attend  this 
month’s  meeting  of  Upper  Noe  Neigh¬ 
bors.  Muni  staff  will  be  on  hand  Thurs¬ 
day,  Feb.  18,  to  discuss  plans  to  replace 
tracks  along  certain  segments  of  the  J. 

Ha  Nguyen  ,  manager  of  the  upcoming 
rail  replacement  project,  is  one  of  three 
transportation  officials  scheduled  to 
speak  and  answer  questions  at  the  7:30 
p.m.  meeting  at  Upper  Noe  Recreation 
Center,  on  Day  Street  near  Sanchez. 

The  upcoming  repairs  will  happen  in 
two  stages.  On  the  first  three  weekends  in 
March,  crews  will  work  around  the  clock, 
from  Friday  at  6  p.m.  to  Monday  at  5  a.m.. 
to  replace  track  on  San  Jose  Avenue  at 
30th  Street.  Work  on  the  tracks  at  30th 
and  Church  streets  is  scheduled  for  Sep¬ 
tember.  Shuttle  buses  will  cover  the  route 
on  the  weekends  the  repairs  take  place. 

The  project  is  part  of  a  $18  million 
campaign  to  replace  old  track,  repave 
roads,  and  fix  power  poles  and  signals  at 


busy  intersections.  Portions  of  the  Land 
N  lines  have  already  been  upgraded. 

"The  first  weekend  on  one  of  those 
projects  we  did  get  some  complaints  re¬ 
lated  to  loss  of  parking  around  traffic  de¬ 
tours,"  says  Judson  True,  spokesman  for 
the  San  Francisco  Municipal  Transporta¬ 
tion  Agency,  Muni's  parent  organization. 
"Our  goal  is  to  make  sure  people  know 
what  to  expect." 

The  24-hour  weekend  schedule  was  set 
up  to  avoid  disrupting  weekday  service. 
True  says. 

Vicki  Rosen,  president  of  Upper  Noe 
Neighbors,  says  she  plans  to  ask  Muni 
how  it  will  handle  the  noise  issue  for  the 
houses  that  face  30th  Street.  "We'll  be 
watching  what’s  going  on  down  on  San 
Jose  to  see  how  much  of  an,  impact  that 
has,  so  we’ll  be  ready,"  says  Rosen. 

Muni  has  worked  with  the  neighbor¬ 
hood  before  to  quiet  the  screech  of  trains 
rounding  the  30th  and  Church  corner,  she 
says.  "I  have  to  hand  it  to  them^-they  did 
a  pretty  damn  good  job." 

Hopefully  the  rail  replacement  will 
make  it  easier  to  keep  the  train  noise 
down,  she  says. 

For  more  information  about  the  meet¬ 
ing,  contact  Rosen  at  415-285-0473  or 
vickimrosen@amail.com.  ■ 


Improvement  Program  today  is  providing 
work  for  architects,  contractors,  trades¬ 
people,  and  laborers  to  rebuild  libraries 
across  the  city,"  says  Ed  Reiskin.  director 
of  DPW. 

Bernal  Heights  is  the  1 3th  of  1 6  branch 
libraries  to  be  renovated  under  the  Branch 
Library  Improvement  Program,  which  is 
funded  by  a  $105.9  million  bond  measure 
passed  by  voters  in  2000.  The  program  in¬ 
cludes  the  construction  of  eight  new  li¬ 
braries  as  well. 


The  Friends  of  the  San  Francisco  Pub¬ 
lic  Library,  together  with  the  Bernal 
Heights  Library  Campaign  Committee, 
will  contribute  about  $500,000  toward 
the  branch  renovation  to  pay  for  furnish¬ 
ings,  fixtures,  and  equipment  not  covered 
by  the  bond.  For  more  information,  con¬ 
tact  Marian  Chatfield-Taylor  at  mar- 
ian.ctaylor@friendssfpl.ori;. 

This  month's  Short  Takes  were  written  In- 
Heather  World. 


Desired:  Prom  Dresses 

Prom  night  is  an  adolescent  fairy  tale,  but  for  some  girls  that  date  spells  im¬ 
ages  of  Cinderella,  who  was  too  poor  to  afford  a  dress  for  the  ball.  Enter  the 
fairy  godmothers — chic  Noe  Valley  women  who  donate  dresses  to  the-Princess 
Project.  Since  2002,  the  Princess  Project  has  collected  gently  used  dresses  and 
accessories  that  wind  up  on  racks  at  spring  giveaway  events  for  high  school  teens. 
Girls  who  cannot  otherwise  afford  a  prom  outfit  are  invited  to  select  something 
that  is  right  for  them.  In  its  first  year,  the  Princess  Project  gave  away  250  dresses, 
says  board  member  Melissa  Murray.  Last  year,  3.000  dresses  flew  off  the  racks, 
and  this  year  they  expect  to  distribute  4,000,  she  says. 

The  Princess  Project  asks  that  donated  dresses  be  contemporary  and  suitably 
elegant  for  a  high  school  prom.  They  should  be  dry-cleaned  and  hung  on  a  hanger. 
Jewelry,  purses,  and  wraps  in  good  condition  are  also  needed,  though  the  group 
cannot  accept  shoes  or  makeup. 

Dresses  are  being  accepted  through  March  and  April  at  these  San  Francisco 
locations:  Bar  Method  (3  Embarcadero  Center  and  3333  Fillmore  Street),  the  Blue 
Jeans  Bar  ( 1 827  Union  Street),  Marc  by  Marc  Jacobs  on  Fillmore  (2142  Fillmore 
Street),  and  the  YMCA  Presidio  (63  Funston  Avenue). 

To  learn  more,  or  to  host  a  dress  drive,  visit  www.princessproject.ori;. 

— Heather  World 


NOE'S  NEST 

Bed  &  Breakfast 

Private  baths  and  lots  of  amenities 

(415)  821-0751 

www. noesnest.com 
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Life’s  expensive.  But  with  the  EITC,.you  could  get  up 
to  $5,600  extra  back  from  the  IRS.  Single  or  married, 
with  or  without  children,  see  how  much  you  may 
qualify  for  if  you: 


•  Worked  part  or  all  of  2009 

•  File  a  2009  federal  tax  return 

•  Make  less  than  $48,000 


Life’s  a  little  easier  with 


earned  income  tax  credit 


1.800.829.1040  ■  irs.gov/eitc 


Termite  Repair 

Foundation  Bolting  and  Seismic  Engineering 

Serving  San  Francisco  Neighborhoods  for  20  Years 

415  282  5406 

CSL#888938  Licensed  Bonded  Insured  www.ThosBuilders.com 


HEART  + 
HANDS= 
HOSPICE 


BECOME  A  VOLUNTEER! 


Hospice  care  is  a  team  program  for  terminally 
ill  patients  and  their  caregivers  which  supports 
patients  in  remaining  home  for  as  long  as 
possible.  Volunteers  provide  companionship, 
caregiver  relief,  and  other  support  to  families 
and  caregivers.  All  volunteers  are  provided 
extensive  training  and  ongoing  support  and 
education.  Once  trained,  they  have  the  free¬ 
dom  to  structure  their  hours  during  the  week 
or  evenings  and  weekends. 

If  interested  in  finding  out  more,  please  visit 
the  website  below  or  contact  Bernard  Douglas, 
by  e-mail  or  phone. 

http://groups.yahoo.com/group/KPHV/ 

Bernard.Douglas@kp.org 

415  833  3173 


Keci  wt  exfaa  pair  luuuto? 


Call  the  SF  Day  Labor  Program 
&  Women’s  Collective! 


Our  services  include: 

•  YARDWORK  •  SPECIAL  EVENTS  •  CATERING 

•  HOME  IMPROVEMENT  •  MOVING/HAULING 

•  HOUSEKEEPING  •  PAINTING  •  CONSTRUCTION 

•  ELDER  AND  CHILDCARE  ...  AND  MUCH  MOREl 

•  Bilingual  workers  available 

•  Workers  A'.AiAOEAfmriE  with  advance  notice 

•  Rates  start  at  $1  5-20/hour  (3  hour  smajm) 

■  Non-profit  -  all  wages  gooheoiytowowhb 


To  hire  workers,  give  us  a  call! 

(415)  252-5375  or  252-5376 

or  pick  up  at  3358  Cesar  Chavez.  SF  CA  94110, 
Dispatchers  available  Mon-Fri:  7am-1pm  Sal:  7am-12pm 
Same  day  service  within  dispatch  hours. 
After-hour  messages  returned  promptly. 


Say  it 

with 

CLASS! 


For  just  40  cents  per  word, 
you'll  get  your  message  in 
print  and  on  our  web  site 
for  one  month. 

Mail  a  check  and  your  ad 
copy  so  that  it  arrives  by 
the  15th,  and  the  following 
month  your  message  will 
be  out  in  the  world. 

For  more  info,  see  "How  to 
Place  a  Class  Ad"  in  this 
edition. 
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STORE 

TREK 


Store  Trek  is  a  regular  Voice  feature 
profiling  new  stores  and  businesses  in 
Noe  Valley.  This  month,  we  introduce  a 
budding  plant  and  garden  supply  store  on 
Church  Street  and  a  title  company  on  24th 
boasting  a  103-year-old  pedigree. 

Independent  Nature 

1504  Church  Street  at  27th  Street 

415-642-1708 

Thinking  of  growing  your  own  food? 
There’s  a  store  in  the  neighborhood  that 
would  love  to  get  you  started  along  the 
garden  path. 

Independent  Nature,  a  plant  nursery  that 
opened  in  October  at  Church  and  27th 
streets,  specializes  in  native  and  drought- 
tolerant  plants  and  herbs,  and  edibles 
such  as  artichokes,  lettuces,  and  kale.  In 
addition  to  the  gardening  basics,  the  shop 
carries  recycled  tools,  pots,  garden  books, 
soil,  and  a  small  selection  of  houseplants. 

Part  of  the  store’s  interior  space  is 
shared  with  the  When  Modern  Was  fur¬ 
niture  store:  both  shops  occupy  a  former 
garage  and  back  yard  that  was  once  home 
to  the  popular  Mia’s  Flowers. 

Owner  Susan  Prentice  brings  30  years 
of  professional  gardening  experience  to 
her  first  retail  business,  along  with  a  de¬ 
sire  to  make  “gardening  accessible  to  all 
of  us.” 

“Lots  of  people  are  growing  gardens 
for  the  first  time,”  Prentice  says.  Her  goal 
is  to  help  them  see  "you  can  grow  food 
without  having  a  whole  farm." 

Prentice  says  she  and  staffer  Kathleen 
Manly,  who  comes  with  prior  nursery  ex¬ 
perience  and  a  degree  in  ecology,  are 
pleased  to  give  planting  tips  at  the  shop. 
In  addition,  they  offer  home  garden  de¬ 
sign  and  consultation  services. 

Many  of  their  new  customers  have  de¬ 
cided  to  start  small,  Prentice  says,  by  pur¬ 
chasing  items  like  a  $2.69  pot  of  mint. 
(She  chalks  it  up  to  the  "niojito  craze.”) 

With  a  focus  on  California  native 
plants.  Independent  Nature  stocks  some 
unique  varieties,  including  Ribes  san- 
guineum,  a  native  currant  with  bright  pink 
flowers  ($7.99  in  the  one-gallon  size). 
"This  great,  mid-sized  shrub  is  under¬ 
used  in  the  home  garden,”  says  Prentice. 

Because  she  wants  “to  connect  people 
with  sustainability,”  her  shop  sells  no 
chemical  fertilizers.  What  she  recom¬ 
mends  instead  is  organic  compost — your 
own  or  a  product  such  as  E.B.  Stone  Or¬ 


Susan  Prentice’s  Independent  Nature  now 
graces  the  former  home  of  Mia’s  Flowers 
with  a  fresh  generation  of  plants  and  garden 
accessories.  Photos  by  Pamela  Gerard 

ganic  Compost  ($7.99).  “Seaweed  is  an¬ 
other  organic  fertilizer.” 

She  chose  Noe  Valley  for  her  store  lo¬ 
cation  because  "the  neighborhood  was  a 
good  match  without  being  too  trendy. 

“It’s  a  sunny  site,”  says  Prentice,  and 
sunlight  was  one  of  the  things  she  needed 
to  grow  vegetables  or  plants  in  a  small 
garden  plot  behind  the  store.  “You  can 
create  shade  but  not  sun,"  she  laughs. 

Prentice,  who  has  a  horticulture  degree 
from  City  College,  also  teaches  organic 
gardening.  In  December,  she  held  a  class 
on  habitat  growing  for  Nde  Valley's  But¬ 
terfly  and  Bee  group  (see  Short  Takes). 
Her  next  class,  on  spring  planting,  will  be 
offered  in  March. 

Prentice  also  stocks  beekeeping  sup¬ 
plies  for  those  interested  in  starting  a  hive. 

Though  Independent  Nature  doesn't 
have  its  own  website.  Prentice  maintains 
an  email  list  for  customers  and  those  in¬ 
terested  in  taking  classes. 

"All  of  a  sudden  everyone  is  speaking 
my  language,  growing  theirown  food,  be¬ 
ing  self-sufficient,"  says  Prentice. 

Independent  Nature  is  open  daily  ex¬ 
cept  Tuesdays  from  1 1  a.m.  to  6  p.m..  and 
on  Sundays  from  noon  to  5  p.m.  Prentice 
plans  to  extend  the  shop’s  hours  in  the 
spring.  Her  email  address  is  independent 
natitre.plant@frniail.com. 

Old  Republic  Title  Company 
4045  24th  Street  at  Castro  Street 
415-282-0830 

The  recent  arrival  of  Old  Republic  Ti¬ 
tle  Company  on  24th  Street  completes  the 
constellation  of  real  estate  services  of¬ 
fered  in  Noe  Valley. 

In  a  bright  and  spacious  office  at  4045 


[skin  care/electrolysis] 


Holiday  Special 


Take  sweet  revenge  against  aging!!!!!!! 


Enjoy  our  chocolate  facial 
and  eyebrow  shaping  for  $110 
($130  value) 

Expires  end  of  February  2010 


3548  22nd  Street 

San  Francisco,  CA  941 14 

415.824.2125 

sofia@sofiaskincare.com 

www.sofiaskincare.com 


24th  Street  formerly  occupied  by  the  au¬ 
tomobile  service  club  AAA,  a  staff  of 
eight  now  provides  title,  escrow,  and  real 
estate  services  for  residential  and  com¬ 
mercial  buyers  and  sellers. 

Old  Republic,  a  103-year-old  company 
based  in  Minneapolis,  Minn.,  relocated 
its  local  branch  to  Noe  Valley  from  a 
third-floor  space  at  Market  and  Duboce 
streets  on  Nov.  I . 

"We  looked  for  two  years  in  Upper 
Market  and  Noe  Valley.  This  place  was 
ideal  because  of  its  proximity  to  real  es¬ 
tate  offices  and  banks.  We're  right  next 
door  to  Wells  Fargo,"  says  Old  Republic 
Branch  Manager  Chris  Matthews.  Old 
Republic  is  the  only  title  company  in  the 
neighborhood,  according  to  Matthews. 

The  state-regulated  firm  acts  as  a 
neutral  middle  man  between  buyers  and 
sellers- — holding  funds  and  documents 
for  the  two  sides  until  real  estate  trans¬ 
actions  are  finalized.  It  also  offers  notary 
services. 


Matthews  says  most  home  buyers  or 
sellers  are  referred  by  real  estate  agents. 
However,  in  the  two  months  since  the 
company  opened  in  Noe  Valley,  "many 
people  have  walked  in  off  the  street  with 
questions.  Walk-ins  are  possible  because 
there  are  people  available — escrow  offi¬ 
cers  and  assistants,  sales  and  customer 
service  representatives." 

Senior  Vice  President  Bonnie  Man¬ 
ning  says  the  company  experienced  a 
good  year  in  2009. 

"Old  Republic’s  numbers  [of  closings] 
are  up  for  last  year,  particularly  during  the 
last  half  of  last  year.  We  are  still  strong  in 
the  refinance  market  and  re-sale."  she 
says. 

The  firm  plans  to  strengthen  its  ties 
with  the  local  community  by  joining  the 
Noa- Valley  Merchants  and  Professionals 
Association. 

Old  Republic  is  open  from  8  a.m.  to  5 
p.m.,  Monday  through  Friday. 

— By  Karen  Topakian 


Old  Republic  on  24th  Street  is  represented  by  (left  to  right)  Sandy  Churton,  Christine  Lim, 
Bonnie  Manning,  Chris  Matthews,  Michelle  Patterson,  Terry  Pizzo,  and  Doug  Leonard. 


Run  Your  Own  Business 
From  Home? 

Interested  in  Healthy  Chocolate? 

www.chocolateddy.blogspot.com 
Call  Teddy  Herzog:  (970)  903-3763 

Noe  Valley  resident  for  1  8  years. 

Which  two  industries 
are  booming  in  2009 
and  2010? 
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The  Noe  Valley  Family 

The  Noe  Valley  Voice 


Peggy  Handler,  mft 

Psychotherapy 

Heal  old  wounds,  past’trauma,  and 
abuse.  Explore  and  work  through 
stuck  places,  fears  and  anxieties  that 
keep  you  from  having  the 
relationships  and  life  that  you  want. 

415  695-0166 
Noe  Valley  Office 

License  MFC32077 
Se  Habla  Espanol 


VOICE  ARTIFACTS 

The  Noe  Valley  Voice 

website  at 

E’ym/p^lresjTurLeiy'i  |  of  &a  Ma> 

www.noevalleyvoice.com 

Artisanal  Argentine-style  Empanadas 

features  the  current  issue's  news 

PERFECT  FOR  KIDS’  PARTIES,  BUSINESS  MEETINGS,  HEALTHY 

and  Class  Ads.  The  site  also  is  our 

SNACKS,  EVENTS,  MEALS  ON  THE  GO,  BAG  LUNCHES  ... 

EIGHT  DELICIOUS  FILLINGS,  MEAT  AND  VEGETARIAN 

AVAILABLE  IN  MEAL  SIZE  OR  COCKTAIL  SIZE 

archive  for  Voice  issues  from  1996  to 
the  present.  Older  editions,  dating 
back  to  1 977,  are  stored  at  the  San 

order  online  or  call  (41 5)  41 0-8300 
www.VengaEmpanadas.com 

Francisco  Main  Library.  You  can 
also  find  recent  copies  at  the 

Noe  Valley-Sally  Brunn  Library. 

FREE  DELIVERY  IN  NOE  VALLEY.  MENTION  THIS  AD  AND  GET  A  FREE  DIPPING  SAUCE. 

ST.  JOHN  CATHOLIC  SCHOOL 

where  community  matters 


schedule  an 
appointment  to  meet 
our  outstanding  faculty 
and  student  body 


925  CHENERY  STREET  •  SAN  FRANCISCO,  CA 

www.stjohnseagles.com  41 5.584.8383 


Open  Adoption 

Pregnant?  Adopting? 


•  You  choose  the  parents 

•  Help  with  pregnancy 
expenses 

•  No  fees  for  birth  mom 

Susan  Romer,  PH  D. 

Attorney  at  Law 


•  Infants  •  Toddlers 

•  Step  Parent 

•  Domestic  Partner 

•  International  Re-adopt 

1191  Church  Street 

near  24th  Street 


Law  Offices  of  Adams  &  Romer 

Practice  Limited  to  Adoption 

415-643-4523  •  www.l-800-U-ADOPT-US.com 
_ 


HOMEBIRTH 

IN 

NOE  VALLEy 

Homebirth 

Labor  Support 
Well-Woman  Exams 
Prenatal  Counseling 
Cervical  Caps 

Maria  A.  lorillo 
Licensed  Midwife 

415  285-9233 

A*  A*  A4  A4  A 

Midwifery  Care 
to  understand 
and  experience 
the  beauty  and 
power  of  birth 

▲  •▲•A4A 

WISEWOMAN 

CHILDBIRTH 

TRADITIONS 

www.wisewomanchildbirth.com 

The  ONLY  school  in  San  Francisco  offering 
all  this...under  ONE  ROOF!  iN/ahtj- 

5th  grade 


Re^io-inspired  experimental  education 
Cool  camp  (Yosemite  overnights) 

Organic  cooking  classes 
De  Colores  Spanish  Culture  l  Lan^ua^e  Program 
Learning  Differences  addressed  through  a  progressive,  academic  curriculum 


415-821-1434 
1335  Guerrero  Sheet 
www.KatherineMichielsSchool.org 


I  \  je  have  enough  color-by-number  people. 

■  *  We  need  kids  who  can  think! 99  Bev  Boss  (educator) 


FOUNDED  IN  t9@3 


Grades  K-8 
Small  Classes 
Challenging  Academics 
Multi-Cultural 
Innovative  Programs 
Extended  Care 
Tuition  Assistance 


FAMILY  iftOSMETICD ENTIS T R Y 

m 


An  easy, 

positive 

experience 

where  you’re 
treated  like 
•  family  and 
tke  Doctors 
make  every 
effort  to  ensure 
your  comfort. 


Serving  Families  in  Noe  Valley  for  IS  Years  •  Insurance  Plans  Welcome 
Saturday  Appointments  Available  •  Whitening  Available 

1508  CHURCH  ST.  (between  Duncan  &  27th  St.  on  the  Church  line)  TEL  4  I  5.647.6000 


Joy  E.  Morris,  D.D.S.,  Inc.  •  Amy  Chen,  D.D.S 


OPEN  HOUSE 

January  31st,  10  am 


V&  Saint  Philip 

Preschool 

A  Warm  &  Nurturing  Environment 
that  Fosters  a  Love  for  learning 

•  Preschool  &  Pre-Kindergarten 

•  Fun,  developmental  hands-on 
programs  for  kids  age  3  to  5.9 

•  Full  and  half  day  programs 

•  Located  in  Noe  Valley 

Call for  a  tour  appointment 

(415)  282-0143 

Visit  our  website  for  more  info! 

www.SaintPhilipPreschool.org 
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To  learn  more  and  receive  a  complete 
summer  camp  packet,  please  contact  us: 

Marin  Preparatory  School 

117  Diamond  Street 
San  Francisco 
415-865-0899 

HORIZONS  SCHOOL 


www.marinpreparatory.org 


Sunshine  in  January  warms  the  families  hanging  out  at  Noe  Valley’s  Farmers  Market. 


Photo  by  Pamela  Gerard 


Exploraciones  at 
Marin  Preparatory  School 

A  Spanish  language-infused  camp  experience 
for  children  entering  kindergarten  through  2nd  grade 

June  14,  2010  -  August  13,  2010 


Come  and  explore  a  new  language  experience  with  an  adventure  each  week. 
Exploraciones  will  promote  curiosity  about  our  world  and  an  appreciation 
for  the  Spanish  language  and  diversity  in  its  many  forms.  At  the  end  of 
each  session,  students  will  walk  away  with  exciting  new  knowledge 
and  experiences,  making  this  a  summer  to  remember. 


June  14  -  PATAS  Y  ALAS 
June  21  -  LA  PLAYA 
June  28-jDELICIOSA! 

July  6  -  AMERICA  LATINA 

July  12  -  EXPERIENCE  LA  CIENCIA 


July  19  -  TOOT  TOOT,  BEEP  BEEP! 
July  26  -  DEPORTES  Y  EJERCICIO 
August  2  -  S. .  .2. ..  1 ...  BLASTOFF 

August  9  -  WHEN  I  GROW  UP, 
cQUE  SERE? 


■S&SoccerTots 


soctots.com 


Classes  held  at  Telegraph  Soccer  Field  between  Piers  27  &'29  (near  Embarcadero  and  Lombard) 


Weekly 

child  development 
classes  they'11 


is 


Classes-for  18  months  to  6  years  old. 
Space  still  available  for  wipter  sessions! 
Register  online  or  call  (415)  762-5123 
for  more  information. 
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Bathroom  &  Kitchen 
Remodeling 

Serving  San  Francisco  Neighborhoods  for  20  Years 


415  282  5406 

CSL#888938 


Licensed  Bonded  Insured 


www.ThosBuilders.com 


Di 


0  ' 

Specializing  in  the  needs  of  cats 


'unCGn 


Pet  Sitting  <S 
Behavioral  Consultation: 

415.282. PETS 

info@myfurryfriend.ne- 


Bonded  &  Insured 
Member  of  NAPPS 


Dolores  Place 

Bed  &  Breakfast 

25th  Street  between  Dolores  and  Church 
Private  Entrance  •  Private  Bathroom  •  Kitchenette 

(415)  824-8728 

A  place  for  your  visiting  friends  and  relatives 
that’s  close  to  you.  Walk  to  24th  Street! 

Visit  us  on  therweb  at:  www.doloresplace.com 


NOE  VALLEY  PET  COMPANY 

A  STORE  FOR  CATS  &  DOGS 


Featuring  the  largest  selection 
of  dog  collars  in  San  Francisco! 


1451  Church  Street 
at  Cesar  ChaVez  St. 

phone:  415  282  7385 
www.noevalleypet.com 


The  Noe  Valley  Family 

The  Noe  Valley  Voice 
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What  a  smash!  James  Lick  seventh-graders  Carlos  Cartegena  and  Rogelio  Rodriguez  (right) 
look  good  practicing  their  badminton  shots  in  the  school  gym.  Photo  courtesy  Chris  Loughran 


SCHOOL 

REPORT 


The  kids,  parents,  and  staff  at  James  Lick  and 
Alvarado  schools  are  raring  to  go,  with  fit¬ 
ness,  art.  and  fundraising  programs. 

Spiking,  Dunking,  and 
Cycling  into  2010 

By  Heidi  Anderson 

While  P.E.  is  a  part  of  every  kid’s  day 
at  James  Lick  School,  now  it's  a 
part  of  lunch,  too. 

This  fall,  Kyle  Noone  got  together  with 
his  fellow  P.E.  teachers  to  organize  an  ar¬ 
ray  of  supervised  sports  that  kids  can  play 
during  lunchtime.  Among  the  top  calorie- 
burners  are  basketball,  soccer,  volleyball, 
badminton,  wrestling,  and  even  "boot 
camp"  exercise  in  the  school’s  fitness 
center.  With  funding  and  equipment  from 
the  school  district's  PAPA  program  ( Phys¬ 
ical  Activities,  Positive  Alternatives),  the 
sports  program  has  been  a  big  success. 

“It’s  really  been  great  for  the  kids," 
says  Principal  Bita  Nazarian,  who  knows 
that  middle  school  students  often  need  to 
let  off  steam  in  the  middle  of  the  day.  "Or¬ 
ganized  sports  is  a  natural  way  to  get  ex¬ 
ercise,  and  team-building  is  so  important 
in  middle  school.” 

40  Bikes  Roll  Up 

As  if  all  that  running  around  at  lunch 
weren't  enough,  starting  in  February  stu¬ 
dents  will  be  learning  bicycle  skills.  Sev¬ 
enty  kids  have  signed  up  for  a  two-week 
course,  which  will  include  tips  on  riding 
mechanics  and  maneuvers,  and  on  safe 
biking  on  city  streets.  What’s  really  ex¬ 


SCHOOL  CONTACTS 

James  Lick  Middle  School 

Bita  Nazarian,  Principal 
1 220  Noe  Street  at  25th  Street 
4I5-695-567S 
www.jameslickptsa.org 

Alvarado  Elementary  School 

Robert  Broecker,  Principal 
625  Douglass  Street  at 
Alvarado  Street 
415-695-5695 
www.alvaradoschool.net 

Fairmount  Elementary  School 

Mary  Lou  Cranna,  Principal 
65  Chenery  Street  at  Randall 
415-695-5669 

www.fairmountschoolpta.org 

Mission  Education  Center 

Deborah  Molof,  Principal 
1670  Noe  Street  at  Noe  Street 
415-695-5313 
molofd@sfusd.edu 


citing  is  that  in  addition  to  the  lesson 
plans,  the  Presidio  YMCA  has  supplied  a 
fleet  of  40  bicycles. 

Tired  yet?  Not  the  kids!  Another  group 
of  students  has  gotten  together  to  help  beat 
the  Guinness  World  Record  for  the  most 
people  jumping  rope  at  the  same  time. 
Approximately  80.000  Californians,  all 
of  whom  officially  signed  up  for  the  chal¬ 
lenge  with  the  California  Association  for 
Health,  Physical  Education.  Recreation, 
apd  Dance,  will  be  jumping  rope  from  9 
to  9: 1 0  a.m.  on  Feb.  1 .  As  the  Voice  went 
to  press,  200  James  Lick  students  were 
standing  by  with  ropes  in  hand. 

But  wait,  there’s  one  more  feat  to  men¬ 
tion.  James  Lick  alums  Brad  and  Devin 
Henderson  will  be  performing  in  the 
opening  and  closing  ceremonies  of  the 
2010  Winter  Olympic  Games  in  Vancou¬ 
ver,  British  Columbia,  Feb.  12  to  28. 
Many  longtime  Lick  families  will  re¬ 
member  the  acrobatic  shows  that  all  four 
of  the  Hendersons — Brad,  Sadie,  Devin, 
and  Marta — put  on  at  school  while  they 
attended  Lick.  The  four  trained  from  an 
early  age  at  the  Pickle  Family  Circus  here 
in  San  Francisco.  Brad  graduated  a  few 
years  ago  from  Ecole  Nationale  de  Cirque 
in  Montreal  (where  Devin  is  now  attend¬ 
ing)  and  is  touring  with  Les  7  Doigts  de 
la  Main  (the  Seven  Fingers),  a  Montreal- 
based  circus  troupe.  Devin  will  graduate 
from  the  school  in  201 1 . 

Recession?  What  Recession? 

In  the  face  of  big  budget  cuts  (some¬ 
thing  virtually  every  public  school  in  Cal¬ 
ifornia  is  grappling  with),  the  Lick  auc¬ 
tion  committee  is  pulling  out  its  donation 
forms,  dusting  off  the  auctioneer  micro¬ 
phone,  and  kicking  it  up  a  notch  to  bring 
more  money  to  the  school ’s  classrooms. 
Last  year,  the  auction  brought  in  $  1 6,000, 
and  this  year  the  goal  is  $18,000. 

“Last  year,  everybody  said  you'll  have 
such  a  hard  time  raising  money,  what  with 
the  economy,”  says  auction  co-chair  Na¬ 
dine  Kessler.  “But  we  made  more  than 
ever!” 

Kessler,  and  co-chairs  Nancy  Windes- 
heim  and  Elizabeth  Sinclair,  are  applying 
the  same  can-do  attitude  this  year.  The 
committee’s  first  meeting  in  February 
promises  to  be  full  of  ideas  to  get  an  auc¬ 
tion-loving  public  to  the  event. 

Lick’s  auction  is  held  at  the  Noe  Val¬ 
ley  Ministry  on  Sanchez  Street.  This  year 
it  will  be  Saturday,  April  1 7,  beginning  at 
6  p.m.  The  evening  will  feature  a  silent 
and  live  auction  and  deejay  entertain¬ 
ment,  beverages,  and  light  appetizers. 

Donations  from  neighbors  and  mer¬ 
chants  are  warmly  welcomed.  Can  you 
provide  gift  certificates  for  a  local  store? 
Have  a  professional  service  you  can  do¬ 
nate?  Please  contact  Nadine  at  nadine 
kessler@shcglobal.net  or  call  the  school 
at  695-5675  and  leave  a  message  for  the 
PTA  auction  committee.  ■ 


Make  a  Bid  on 
Alvarado 

By  Heather  Work! 

Want  to  see  the  fruits  of  an  arts  pro¬ 
gram  that  is  generously  supported 
by  the  merchants  and  residents  of  Noe 
Valley?  Come  to  Alvarado  Elementary 
School ’s  1 7th  annual  Not-So-Silent  Auc¬ 
tion  on  Saturday,  March  20.  Titled  "Fiesta 
en  el  Jardfn  de  Arte,”  this  year's  auction 
will  reflect  the  school’s  Latino  influence 
and  its  commitment  to  art  in  education. 

During  February,  Alvarado’s  students 
will  gather  by  classroom  to  make  furni¬ 
ture,  wall  art,  blankets,  and  dishes  to  put 
up  for  auction  in  the  "Garden  of  Art." 

Once  the  big  event  arrives,  bidders  can 
do  battle  or  pool  their  money  to  buy  one- 
of-a-kind  art  works,  gift  certificates  from 
local  stores,  hikes  in  the  San  Bruno 
Mountains,  or  gingerbread-making  par¬ 
ties  for  future  Iron  Chefs.  A  silent  auction 
before  the  live  bidding  will  offer  summer 
camp  packages,  hotel  stays,  and  other 
big-ticket  items. 

Local  Stores  Are  Loyal  Donors 

Many  of  the  auction  items  come  from 
merchant  donations,  which  remain  strong 
despite  the  sputtering  economy.  Bill 
Hoover,  who  owns  24th  Street's  Gallery 
of  Jewels  with  his  wife  Dona  Taylor,  has 
been  donating  to  local  schools  ever  since 
his  Noe  Valley  site  opened  20  years  ago. 

"It’s  one  of  those  things  where  you 
give  a  little  and  you  get  a  little,"  says 
Hoover,  who  started  issuing  gift  certifi¬ 
cates  when  his  son  was  at  Noe  Valley’s 
Debra  King  Preschool.  The  school  gets 
the  money,  and  the  store  gets  more  pairs 
of  eyes  looking  over  the  jewelry  of  its  1 20 
designers. 


Cover  to  Cover  bookstore  on  Castro 
Street  has  been  another  strong  supporter. 

"This  neighborhood  has  been  very 
good  to  us,"  says  Mark  Ezarik,  who  owns 
the  shop  with  Tracy  Wynne.  "Anything 
we  can  do  to  give  back  to  the  neighbor¬ 
hood,  we're  very  happy  to  do  so." 

Ezarik  and  Wynne  make  schools  a  pri¬ 
ority,  he  says.  "There  are  a  lot  of  worth¬ 
while  causes,  but  we  always  give  to  the 
schools  because  they  always  need  it.” 

In  turn,  Alvarado  families  make  shop¬ 
ping  locally  a  priority,  says  auction  co¬ 
chair  Diane  Smith. 

“We  feel  fortunate  to  be  in  Noe  Valley, 
where  the  generous  businesses  also  hap¬ 
pen  to  be  great  places  to  shop,"  she  says. 

Tickets  to  the  March  20  auction  cost 
$30  and  will  buy  you  food,  beer  and  wine, 
and  a  rollicking  good  time.  Neighbors, 
friends,  and  prospective  Alvarado  parents 
are  all  invited.  The  party  runs  from  6  to 
1 1  p.m.,  at  the  Janet  Pomeroy  Center.  207 
Skyline  Boulevard. 

Don’t  forget  to  stay  until  10:30  p.m.. 
when  the  Grand  Raffle  drawing  takes 
place.  Rattle  tickets  cost  $10  each,  with 
a  price  break  for  those  who  buy  in  blocks 
of  five  or  10  tickets.  Winners  will  get  a 
Napa  getaway,  a  Netbook,  and  a  digital 
camera,  though  they  can  always  opt  for 
the  cash  prizes  of  $500,  $300.  and  $150. 
respectively.  Tickets  will  be  for  sale  at  the 
Saturday  Noe  Valley  Farmers’  Market  for 
the  three  weekends  before  the  auction. 

All  proceeds  from  the  auction  and  raf¬ 
fle  go  to  the  PTA  and  help  fund  the 
school’s  educational,  arts,  and’  outdoor 
programs. 

For  more  information,  raffle,  and  auc¬ 
tion  tickets,  or  to  donate  an  item,  visit 
www.alvaradoschool.net.  You  are  also 
welcome  to  contact  Alvarado  School,  625 
Douglass  Street,  at  695-5695.  ■ 


BayAreate 


Bring  music  into  your  family  life  using  songs, 
movement,  rhythm  chants  &  instrument  play! 
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UoCityKlJs.com 


Register  NOW  for  Spring! 


Jo  £l*L  started,  email  u«*at 
ofliee  @  nuigsie  logetliersf.com 


(i+\5)  S76  02-77 


12  week  semester  from 
March  8,hto  May  29th 


Enter  a  drawing  for  a  FREE 
Baby  Jogger  City  Mini  Stroller! 


Worth  $250.00 


Anyone  who  purchases 
merchandise  valued 
at  $50  or  more  between 
now  and  March  1,  2010 
gets  a  chance 
at  a  free  stroller. 


SMALL  FRYS 


4066  24th  Street  in  the  Heart  of  Noe  Valley 
Open  every  day  •  (415)  648-3954  •  www.smallfrys.com 
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St.  Paul’s  School 


Where  Tradition  and  the  Future  Meet 
To  Insure  Academic  Excellence  for  Our  Children 


For  over  90  years,  St.  Paul’s  School  has  been  educating  the  children  of  Noe  Valley  and 
the  Mission.  It’s  reputation  for  academic  excellence  is  unsurpassed.  And  now,  adding  to 
the  richness  of  this  legacy,  St.  Paul’s  proudly  educates  its  students  in  the  most  modern 
school  building  in  Noe  Valley. 

Opened  in  1999,  the  new  St.  Paul’s  School  is  designed  from  the  ground  up  for  the 
educational  needs  of  the  21st  century.  Fully  Cat  5  wired  for  the  Internet,  St.  Paul’s 
offers  your  child  the  teachers  and  the  tools  to  excel  academically  in  a  warm,  friendly 
and  welcoming  environment.  We  invite  you  and  your  family  to  come  visit  and  see 
for  yourself.  Become  part  of  a  great  community  committed  to  ensuring  the  finest 
education  possible  for  our  children. 

To  learn  more,  or  to  schedule  a  school  tour,  ST.  PAUL’S  SCHOOL 

call  us  at  415.648.2055  1690  Church  Street 

Or  visit  us  on  the  web  at  www.stpaulsf.net  San  Francisco,  CA  94131 


ALVARADO,  Noe  Valley’s  Public  K-5  School, 
invites  the  Community  to  the  17th  Annual 
Alvarado  Not-So-Silent  Auction 

^<jUjb(L  <L Aa<  di  dsL  dxbb 

A  NIGHT  of  FOOD,  DRINKS, 

RAFFLE,  and  SILENT  &  LIVE  AUCTION 

Saturday,  March  20,  2010 
6pm-llpm 

Janet  Pomeroy  Center 
AUCTION  ITEMS: 

Dining,  Art,  Gifts,  Jewelry,  Getaways, 

Children’s  Classes,  Camps  and  much  more. 

Currently  Accepting  Donations 

Raffle  Tickets  Available  in  February  ($10  each) 

For  more  information: 

www.alvaradoschool.net/auction2010.html 

alvaradoauction@yahoo.com  or  415-350-3024 


Funds  raised  will  support  Art,  Literacy,  Science  and  PE  Programs  at 
Alvarado,  to  help  offset  ongoing  state  and  district  budget  cuts. 


UCSF  Buchanan  Dental 
Center 

Call  today!  415-476-5608 

Fillings  ~  Crowns 
Bridges  ~  Dentures 
Root  Canals 
Whitening 


ew 
Patients  & 
walk  in 
Dental 
Emergencies 
Welcome  A 


Implants 


We  offer  payment  plans  and  accept  most  major  credit 
cards!  For  an  appointment  call  415-476-5608 
http://dentistry.ucsf.edu/ 


Of  course,  the  Number  1  way  to  build 
trust  is  to  consistently  show  that  you're 
there  to  help  for  all  the  right  reasons. 

That's  what  you  get  when  you  work 
with  Michael  and  Oliver;  from  small 
things  like  being  on  time  and  returning 


calls,  to  more  important  matters  like 
delivering  sound  advice  on  property 
value  and  financing. 


Michael  and  Oliver  know  that  when  it 
comes  to  your  dreams,  it  all  begins  with 
trust. 

Michael  Ackerman 
If  1  Oliver  Burgelman 

It  ~  *  415.695.2715 


8141  DING. 


TRUST 


www.zephyrsf.com 


ZEPHYR 

REAL  ESTATE 
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MORE  GROUPS  TO  JOIN 


Castro  Area  Planning  +  Action 

Contact:  Linton  Stables,  541-0344,  ext.  230 
Email:  capa@home4us.org 
Meetings:  Second  Thursday,  Eureka  Valley 
Recreation  Center,  100  Collingwood  St., 
7:30  p.m. 

Castro  Farmers’  Market 

Wednesdays,  4  to  8  p.m.,  on  Noe  between 
Market  and  Beaver 

Sponsor:  Merchants  of  Upper  Market  & 
Castro;  www.CastroMerchants .com 

Diamond  Heights  Community 
Association 

Contact:  Betsy  Eddy,  239-5776 
Mailing  Address:  P.O.  Box  31529, 

San  Francisco ,  CA  94131 

Meetings:  First  Thursday,  7:30  p.m.  Call  for 

location. 

Dolores  Heights  Improvement  Club 

Email:  dhicl23@gmail.com 
Website:  www.doloresheights.org 
Meetings:  Board  meetings  bimonthly;  mem¬ 
bership  semi-annually. 

Duncan  Newburg  Association  (DNA) 

Contacts:  Pat  Lockhart,  282-9360; 

Diane  McCamey,  824-0303;  or 
Deanna  Mooney,  82 1  -4045 
Mailing  Address:  560  Duncan  St., 

San  Francisco ,  CA  94 1 3 1 
Meetings:  Call  for  details. 

Eureka  Valley  Promotion  Association 

Contact:  Scott  Wiener,  President,  437-9414 
Mailing  Address:  P.O.  Box  14137,  San 
Francisco,  CA  94114 
Meetings:  7:30  p.m..  Third  Thursday  of 
January,  March,  May,  July,  September,  and 
November,  at  Castro  Meeting  Room,  501 
Castro  St.  (upstairs) 

Website:  www.evpa.ofg 

Fair  Oaks  Neighbors 

Contact:  Joyce  Kurtz,  401-6362 
Mailing  Address:  261  Fair  Oaks  St.,  San 
Francisco,  CA  94110 
Note:  The  annual  Fair  Oaks  Street  Fair  is 
held  the  day  before  Mother’s  Day. 


Fairmount  Heights  Neighborhood 
Association 

Contact:  Gregg  Brooks 
Email:  sflyric@yahoo.com 
Mailing  Address:  P.O.  Box  31059,  San 
Francisco,  CA  94131 
Meetings:  Email  for  details. 

Friends  of  Billy  Goat  Hill 

Contact:  Mo  Gitotbi  ,821-0122 
http://friendsofbillygoathill.blogspot.com 

Friends  of  Dolores  Park  Playground 

Contact:  Eli  Merritt,  285-3774 
Email:  emerr@earthlink.net 
Mailing  Address:  3786  20th  St.,  San 
Francisco,  C  A  94110 
Meetings:  Email  for  information. 

Friends  of  Glen  Canyon  Park 

Contact:  Richard  Craib,  648-0862 
Mailing  Address:  140  Turquoise  Way,  San 
Francisco,  CA  94131 
Meetings:  Call  for  details. 

Friends  of  Noe  Courts  Playground 

Contact:  Laura  Norman 
Email:  laurandr@yahoo.com 
Mailing  Address:  c/o  Friends  of  Noe  Valley, 
P.O.  Box  460953,  San  Francisco,  CA  94146 
Meetings:  Email  for  dates  and  times. 

Friends  of  Noe  Valley  (FNV) 

Contact:  Richard  May,  298-2344 
Website:  www.friendsofnoevalley.com 
Mailing  Address:  P.O  Box  460953,  San 
Francisco,  CA  94146  . 

Meetings:  Occasional  (call  to  confirm):  at 
St.  Philip's  Parish  Hall,  725  Diamond  St. 

Friends  of  On  Lok’s  30th  Street 
Senior  Center 

Contact:  Marianne  Hampton,  601-7845 
Mailing  Address:  225  30th  St.,  San 
Francisco ,  C A  94 1 3 1 
Meetings:  Occasional.  Call  for  details. 


Friends  of  Noe  Valley  Recreation 
Center  and  Park 

Contact:  Alexandra  Torre 
Email:  noe __park@atorre .com 
Website:  www.noevalleyreccenter.com 
Meetings:  Email  or  check  website. 

Liberty  Hill  Neighborhood 
Association 

Contact:  John  Barbey,  695-0990 
Mailing  Address:  P.O.  Box  1921 14, 

San  Francisco,  CA  94119 
Meetings:  Quarterly.  Call  for  details. 

Noe  Screenwriting  Discussion  Group 

Contact:  Kendall  Callas,  821-1310 
Email:  kendall@microcouttsel.com 
Meetings:  Monthly;  e-mail  for  details. 
Pre-requisite:  Completed  a  screenplay  or  a 
screenwriting  course. 

Noe  Strolls  “Playgroup  on  Wheels” 

Contact:  noestrolls@aol.com 
Weekly  Stroll:  Thursday  at  11  a.m., 
departing  Holey  Bagel,  3872  24th  St. 

For  details,  visit  www.noestroils.com. 

Noe  Valley  Association-24th  Street 
Community  Benefit  District 

Contact:  Debra  Niemann,  nemo@rcn.com 
Dispatch:  To  report  spills,  debris,  or  garbage 
on  24th  Street,  call  559-8492. 

Also  see  www.noevalleyassociation.org. 

Noe  Valley  Democratic  Club 

Contact:  Andy  Fleischman,  641 -5838 
Meetings:  Third  Wednesday,  St.  Philip's 
Church,  725  Diamond  St.,  7:30  p.m. 

Parking  available  in  lot  off  Elizabeth.  Call  to 
confirm  meeting  dates. 

Noe  Valley  Farmers’  Market 

Open  Saturdays,  8  a.m.  to  1  p.m.,  on  24th 
Street  between  Vicksburg  and  Sanchez. 
Contact:  Leslie  Crawford,  248-1332 
Mailing  Address:  4101  24th  St.,  #401 .  San 
Francisco,  CA  94114 
Meetings:  Second  Thursday,  Noe  Valley 
Ministry  (co-sponsor),  1021  Sanchez 
St.,  8  p.m. 


Noe  Valley  Library  Campaign 

Contacts:  Kim  Drew.  643-4695, 
kkdrew@yahoo.com ;  Marian  Chatfield- 
Taylor,  626-75 12,  ext.  103 
Mailing  Address:  Friends  of  the 
San  Francisco  Public  Library,  391  Grove  St 
San  Francisco,  CA  94102 

Noe  Valley  Merchants  and 
Professionals  Association  (NVMPA) 

Contact:  Robert  T.  Roddick,  641-8687 
Email :  info@noevalieymerchants.com 
Meetings:  Last  Wednesday,  Bank  of 
America,  4098  24th  St.,  9  a.m. 

Mixers:See  www.noevalleymerchants.com. 

Noe  Valley  Parent  Network 

An  e-mail  resource  network  for  parents- 
Contact:  Mina  Kenvin 
Email:  minaken@gmail.com 

Noe  Valley  Preparedness  Committee 

Contact:  Maxine  Fasulis.  641-5536 
Email:  mfasUlis@yahoo.com 
Meetings:  Call  for  details. 

Outer  Noe  Valley  Merchants 

Contact:  Jim  Appenrodt,  641-1500 
Mailing  Address:  294  29th  St.,  San 
Francisco ,  CA  94 1 3 1 
Meetings:  Call  for  details. 

San  Jose/Guerrero  Coalition  to 
Save  Our  Streets 

Contact:  Don  Oshiro,  285-8188 
Email:  contact@sanjoseguerrero.com 
Website:  www.sanjoseguerrero.com 
Meetings:  See  website. 

See  Jane  Run 

Weekly  runs  from  the  store 
Information:  415-401-8338 
Email:  sf@seejanerun.com 
Address:  3910  24th  St.  (at  Sanchez) 
Website:  http://www.seejanerun.com 

Upper  Noe  Neighbors 

Contact:  Vicki  Rosen,  285-0473 
Mailing  Address:  169  Valley  St.,  San 
Francisco ,  C A  94 1 3 1 
Meetings:  Third  Thursday  of  the  month. 
Upper  Noe  Recreation  Center,  Day  and 
Sanchez,  7:30  p.m. 


RESTAURANT 
Hunan  and  Mandarin  Style 


The  Finest  in  Chinese  Cuisine!  •  Take-out  Available 

*WE  USE  NO  MSG 

1599  Sanchez  Street  (at  29th  Street)  in  Noe  Valley 
415-282-8999  •  www.alicesrestaurant.citysearch.com 


Lunch  and  Dinner:  Monday  -  Thursday  11  a.m.  -  9:30  p.m. 
Friday  and  Saturday  11  a.m.  -  10  p.m.  •  Sunday  12  noon  -  9:30  p.m: 
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Robert  T.  Roddick 

ATTORNEY  AT  LAW 
www.NoeValleyLaw.com 
1330  Castro  at  24th  Street  •  San  Francisco 


Living 

•  Wills 

•  Estate  Planning 

•  Probate 
Specialty  Trusts 
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Adda  Clevenger 
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K-8th  Oracle 


-  Where  children  get  more 
from  their  time  spent  in  school 


m  Teaching  future 

top  performers  in 
~  academics  and  arts 
for  30  years. 


tSo  Fair  Oaks  Street,  San  Francisco,  CA  94110  X 

u.addaclevenger.org  info@addadevenger.orq 
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St.  Philip  School 

Now  accepting  applications  for 
Grades  2  through  8 


Located  in  the  heart  of  San  Francisco's  Noe  Valley,  St.  Philip  School 
offers  a  K  through  8  educational  experience  that  nurtures  each 
students’  individuality. 

In-curriculum  Spanish  and  a  mobile  technology  laboratory  enrich 
traditional  educational  programs,  and  an  on-site  reading  specialist,  as 
well  as  a  math  intervention  program,  ensures  that  every  student  is 
given  the  tools  they  need  to  reach  their  potential. 

A  wide  variety  of  afterschool  enrichment 
programs  allow  students  who  utilize  the 
extended  care  program  to  develop 
additional  skills  such  as  study  hall,  circus, 
dance,  drama,  chess,  sports  league  and 
science. 


Annual  events,  such  as  open-space 
clean-up  s;  Jump  Rope  for  Heart  and 
our  Walk  for  Fitness,  as  well  as  the 
year  round  Junior  St.  Vincent  de  Paul 
program,  encourage  students'  personal 
growth  and  graduates  students  who 
are  well  prepared  for  high  school  and 
college. 


To  request  information  or  schedule  a  tour,  please  contact 
665  Elizabeth  Street,  San  Francisco  CA  94114  •  (415)  824  8467 
www.saintphilipschool.com 


w 

UNIVERSITY  of 
SAN  FRANCISCO 


Center  for  Child  &  Family  Development 

36  Monterey  Blvd,  San  Francisco,  California  94131 


Counseling  to  Adults,  Couples, 
Adolescents,  Children  &  Families 


•  Depression 
'  Anxiety 
'  School 
Difficulties 
Peer  Pressure 
Bullying 


1  Relationships 
1  Life 

Transitions 

Grief/Loss 

Anger 


415-239-9300 

www.usfca.edu/familycenter 

usftherapist@gmail.com 

Sliding-Scale  Fees 


Conveniently  located  close  to  Glen  Park  BART  station.  Freeway  and  MUNI  lines 


mm 


tou  can  learn  a 
from  a  chicken 


At  Childrens  Day  School,  chickens — and  eggs — are  some  of  our  best  teachers.  As 
the  only  preschool  through  eighth  grade  school  in  San  Francisco  with  an  actual  farm 
and  organic  garden,  we’ve  made  the  environment  a  core  component  of  a  rigorous 
curriculum  that  is  project-based  and  integrated  across  academic  disciplines.  We’re 
growing  minds  and  more:  individuals  instilled  with  a  passion  for  learning  and  a  love  for 
the  world  around  them. 


To  learn  more  about  our  approach  to  education,  visit  www.cds-sf.org. 
Or  call  Aimee  Giles  at  (415)  861-5432  to  schedule  a  tour  to  come 
meet  our  dedicated  educators. 
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MORE  BOOKS  TO  READ 


By  Noe  Valley  Librarian  Susan  Higgins 


It’s  a  new  year,  and  with  the  cold  and  rainy  weather  you  may  be  spending  more 
time  at  home,  thinking  about  “de-cluttering”  your  environment,  getting  better  orga¬ 
nized,  or  planning  home  improvements.  Need  help  with  ideas?  Try  these  resources, 
all  available  through  your  local  public  library. 


Resources  to  Organize  Your  Life 

■  The  Only  127  Things  You  Need:  A  Guide 
to  Life's  Essentials,  by  Donna  Wilkinson, 
offers  advice  on  how  to  simplify  your  life 
and  reduce  clutter.  Authorities  on  health, 
fashion,  housing,  and  psychology  recom¬ 
mend  what  to  keep  and  what  to  throw  away. 

■  The  Urban  Homestead:  Your  Guide  to 
Self-Sufficient  Living  in  the  Heart  of  the 
City,  by  Kelly  Coyne  and  Erik  Kiiutzen, 
contains  step-by-step  projects  for  growing 
and  preserving  your  own  food  within  the 
limitations  of  small  city  spaces. 

■  Cut  Your  Energy  Bills  Now  by  Bruce 
Harley  contains  150  projects  and  tips  that 
will  make  your  home  more  comfortable  and 
green.  Contains  many  color  photographs. 

■  Haley's  Hints  Green  Edition,  by  Graham 
and  Rosemary  Haley,  offers  more  than  1 ,000 
hints  for  cleaning  and  home  repair  using 
nontoxic  household  products. 


Read  Consumer  Reports 
For  Free 

Did  you  know  that  articles  from  Con¬ 
sumer  Reports  magazine  are  available 
on  the  San  Francisco  Public  Library’s 
website?  With  your  library  card  num¬ 
ber  and  PIN.  you  can  search  for  articles 
in  the  current  and  back  issues  from  any 
computer  with  Internet  access.  Here’s 
how: 

•  Go  to  www.sfpl.org. 

•  Click  on  the  link  to  Articles  and 
Databases. 

•  Scroll  down  the  list  of  Articles  and 
News  databases  and  click  on  EBSCO- 
Host  Magazines  MasterFILE  Premier. 
You  will  be  asked  to  enter  your  library 
card  number  and  PIN. 

•  Now  you'll  see  the  home  page  for 
EBSCOHost  Magazines.  Click  on 
Advanced  Search. 

•  Type  your  topic  in  the  box  at  the 
top  of  the  screen,  for  example,  toasters. 
Then  scroll  down  to  the  box  labeled 
Publication,  and  type  Consumer 
Reports.  Then  click  the  blue  Search 
button  at  the  bottom  of  the  page. 

•  You’ll  see  a  list  of  articles  contain¬ 
ing  the  word  toasters.  To  read  an  arti¬ 
cle,  click  on  its  PDF  full  text  or  HTML 
full  text  link. 

The  library  also  has  print  copies  of 
the  last.  1 8  months  of  Consumer 
Reports,  which  you  can  use  while 
you're  in  the  branch. 

— Susan  Higgins 


BRANCH  HOURS 

Noe  Valley-Sally  Brunn  Branch  Library 

451  Jersey  St.,  355-5707 

Sun 

Mon  Tues  Wed  Thurs  Fri 

Sat 

1-5 

10-9  1-9  10-6  1-6 

10-6 

CROSSWORD  SOLUTION 


Noe  Valley  Star  Map  by  Michael  Blake 


New  Books  for  Children  and  Teens 

Picture  stories  for  young  children: 

■  Chicken  Soup  by  Jean  Van  Leeuwen  is  a 
delightful  farm  story  for  reading  aloud. 

■  Herb  the  Vegetarian  Dragon  by  Jules 
Bass  is  a  story  about  how  meat  eaters 
learned  to  live  in  peace  and  harmony  with 
a  garden-loving  dragon. 

■  In  Oh  My  Gosh,  Mrs.  McNosh  by  Sarah 
Weeks  a  dog  chases  after  a  mischievous 
squirrel  and  literally  crashes  a  wedding. 

Fiction  for  older  children: 

■  Kristen  Tracy's  Camille  McPhee  Fell 
Under  the  Bus  is  the  humorous  story  of  a 
resilient  fourth-grader  who  copes  with  a 
variety  of  challenges.  Grades : ? -5. 

■  Return  to  Groosham  Grange  by  Anthony 
Horowitz  is  the  sequel  to  the  humorous  hor¬ 
ror  story  at  boarding  school  Groosham 
Grange.  Grades  5-7. 

■  Return  to  the  Hundred-Acre  Wood  by 
David  Benedictus.  Winnie-the-Pooh  enjoys 
new  adventures  with  Christopher  Robin  and 
his  friends  in  a  new  book  that  captures  the 
spirit  of  the  original  works  of  A.  A.  Milne. 
Giades  1-4. 

Fiction  for  teens: 

■  The  Glass  Maker's  Daughter  by  V.  Brice- 
land  offers  magic,  suspense,  and  a  strong- 
willed  heroine  in  a  medieval  setting. 

■  A  14-year-old  boy  is  determined  to  be  the 
last  member  of  his  family  to  die  from  light¬ 
ning  strikes,  in  Jolted:  Newton  Starker's 
Rules  for  Survival,  by  Arthur  Slade. 

■  Secret  Keeper  by  Mitali  Perkins  is  a 
novel  set  during  the  turmoil  of  1970s  India 
that  explores  relationships  between  mothers, 
sisters,  daughters,  and  women  and  men. 


LIBRARY  EVENTS 


Toddler  Tales  and  Story  Time 

■  Kids  18  months  to  3  years  old  will 
love  the  songs  and  rhymes  at  Toddler 
Tales,  held  Tuesdays,  Feb.  2,  9.  16.  and 
23,  from  10:15  to  10:40  a.m.  Family 
Story  Time,  for  children  of  all  ages,  fol¬ 
lows  on  most  days  at  1 1  a.m. 

Talk  About  Books 

■  The  Noe  Valley  Library's  Book 
Discussion  Group  meets  on  Wednesday, 
Feb.  1 7,  7  to  8:30  p.m. 

Rooftop  Gardening  Made  Easy 

■  Want  to  grow  llowers  or  vegetables  on 
your  deck?  Tips  on  rooftop  gardening 
will  be  presented  in  partnership  with  the 
Garden  for  the  Environment  on 
Saturday.  March  6.  2  to  3  p.m. 

All  events  take  place  at  the  Noe  Valley- 
Sally  Brunn  Library.  451  Jersey  Street 
near  Castro  Street:  415-355-5707. 
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VALLEY 

CYCLERY 


4193  24th  Street 
415-647-0886 


Tues.  —  Sat.  1 1  - 

Sun.  II  —  5 


Since  1976 
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" Good  service,  good  coverage,  good  price  — 

That's  State  Farm  Insurance 

Susan  Levinson,  Agent 

STATE  FARM 

1501  Church  Street 

San  Francisco,  California 

California  license  #0685450 

415-647-3007 

INSURANCE 

Like  a  good  neighbor. 

State  Farm  is  there.  ® 

STATE  FARM  INSURANCE  COMPANIES  •  HOME  OFFICES:  BLOOMINGTON,  ILLINOIS 

I  1111  I  iMI 

I  _ 1 


"WHERE  THE  BEAN  MEETS  THE  VINE" 


N  O  E  T  E  C  A 

CAFE  •  WINE  BAR 


VALENTINES  DAY 

BITTER/SWEET 
$35  PRIX  FIXE 

1551  DOLORES  ST 
AT  VALLEY 
4  1  5  -824  -  5524 
noetecacafe.com 

Bring  this  ad  in  &  save  $5  on 
food  &  drink  purchase  over  $25. 
Excludes, alcoholic  beverages. 

One  coupon  per  party  per  visit. 


mu  I  ■ 
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San  Francisco 
Mystery 
Bookstore 

¥175  1  ¥th  Street 

sfMyrteryfcooffs^aof.coivi 
0*>en  Sunday  -Tburrday 

11:00  a.Nu  -  6:00  p.M. 

Friday  ^  Saturday 

11:00  a. i*.  -  7 :oo  p.ivu 

7he  Bert  Place  on  the 
Planet  to  buy  Mysteries 
Is  the  San  FrancUc o 
Mystery  Bo  off  Store? 
t^e  oldest  Mystery 
book  store  In  the  0.S.J 
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Pat  Trainor  Drywall  Inc. 

We  match  all  existing  finishes 

Commercial  •  Residential 
Remodels 
New  Construction 
Wall  Texturing  &  Patching 

ALL  WORK  GUARANTEED 

(415)  456-3550 

License  # 795763 


9^ w/uc/i 

ijfwecbt  nei<jf/i/)or/wo</& 
awe  mae/e. 


BEST  PRICE 
BEST  PRODUCT 

Carpentry  •  Fences  •  Decks 
Stairs  •  Windows  •  Doors 
Tile  Setting  •  Bathroom  Remodeling 

HANDYPERSON  SERVICES: 
JUST  FIX  IT  NOW! 

CA  State  Contractor  License  #888938 

415.282.5406 


Q  Painting  Inc. 


www.QPAINT.com 

4i5.4i2.l642 


The  Garage  Store 

Merchandise  Lounge 

Furniture,  Lamps,  Friendly 
Service  and  Clowns! 

Come  on  Down  to  the  Lounge 

OPEN  THURS-MON  (415)  550-6641 
1104  Sanchez  at  24th  Street 


PLEASE  NOTE 

Some  services  advertised  in 
the  Noe  Valley  Voice  may  be 
performed  by  individuals  and 
companies  not  licensed  by 
the  State  of  California. 
The  Voice  is  not  responsible 
for  the  services  of  these 
individuals  and  companies 


J.  Newell  Construction 

EMERGENCY  SERVICE  AVAILABLE 

Remodeling  Kitchens  &  Bathrooms 
Decks,  Fences  &  Repairs 
Free  Estimates  •  Insured 
Lie  #881297 

Call  Jeff  415-305-5950 


The  Noe  Valley  Voice 


BROOKLINE  ARIES 

ELECTRIC  CO 


I  bnul 

u 


Residential  and  Commercial 
Full  and  Prompt  Service 


(415)  239-5393 
SMALL  JOBS  WELCOME 

Prompt  Service  Today.  Lie. #273651  Since  1972 
Reference  Ph.#s  &  Insurance  Provided 
Very  Reasonable  Prices  are  Standard 
121  Santa  Rosa  Ave.,  SF  Resident  39  Years 
BrooklineElectric.com  for  sample  bids,  etc. 


NOE  VALLEY 

ROOFING  SPECIALISTS 

Serving  Noe  Valley  for  over  10  Years 
REASONABLE  PRICE'S  -  SENIOR  DISCOUNTS 


ALL  FORMS  OF  RESIDENTIAL  ROOFING 


FREE  ESTIMATES 

onded  and  Insured  -  ValueStar  Rated 

Call  Mike  (Noe  Valley  Resident) 
at  Highland  Roofing 

415.240.9366 

Stole  license  626953 


www.npiweb.com/stocker 

Every  inspection  includes 
a  free,  customized 

C-reen  Evaluation 
of  your  home.  Y 

-  ^ 

iV/ 

"Go  Green  I 
with  Dean"L^<C 

leap. 

650-571-5300 V- 

'  Property- 

herrnet@gmail.com 

Inspector 

Kofman  Painting  Co. 

(415)  504-7166 
cell  (415)  203-5412 

Interior  /  Exterior 
Wood  &  Drywall  Repairs, 
Crown  Moldings 

Lie  707984  Fully  Insured 
Established  in  San  Francisco  1991 


Qardens 

Design,  Renovation  and 
Gardening. 
Sensitive  approach  to 
'•y  creating  and  caring  for 

^  your  special  retreat  space. 
En  vironmentally 
appropriate  plantings  and 
organic  garden  methods, 
lie.  #651703 

Call  Michele  Schaal 
(415)  282'  16 12 


si 


ROBERTS 
QUALITY 
PAINTING 

Interior  •  Exterior 
Serving  Noe  Valley  since  1985 

'NO  JOB  TOO  SMALL" 

Lie.  #526359 

(415)  675-0464 


# 


£)  Morrow 
Construction 

Specializing  in 
Wood  Fences 

License  No.  343633 

Tom  Morrow  (650)  994-6892 


CAS  Construction 
Company 

Lie.  708239 

Kitchens  •  Bathrooms 
Additions  •  Foundations 
General  Construction 

(415)  863-9167 

Serving  the  Bay  Area  Since  1988 


Valley06* 
Handyman 


Pavel  Knik 


Reasonable,  Reliable 
^  Respectful 


At  your  servii 
for  general 
household  jol 

:  a 

(415)  490  8294 

V 

Buckner  Painting  Co. 

Gavin  Buckner  Owner/Operator 
Interior  -  Exterior 
Commercial  -  Residential 
References  Available 

415-584-0244 

Lie.  #738848 


Recipient  of  the  Better  Business  Bureau 
HONOR  ROLL  AWARD 


May  the  sun  shine 
bright  on  our 
Noe  Valley  home. 


M 


HAMMERHOUSE  CONSTRUCTION,  INC. 

Certified  GREEN  Builder 

performing  all  aspects  of  construction  from  start  to  finish. 


KITCHENS  •  BATHROOMS 
GARAGE  CONVERSIONS  •  FLOOR  ADDITIONS 
PAINTING  •  ELECTRICAL  •  PLUMBING 
CARPENTRY  •  DECKS  &  FENCES 


Lie  #804459  T:  415  516-7399  F:  415  753-0444  www.hammerhouseconstruction.com 


J.  Newell  Construction 

EMERGENCY  SERVICE  AVAILABLE 

Remodeling  Kitchens  &  Bathrooms 
Decks,  Fences  &  Repairs 
Free  Estimates  •  Insured 
Lie  #881 297 

Call  Jeff  415-305-5950 


Yoel's 

Hauling 

•Yard  and  Garage  Clean-Up 

•  Dump  Runs  •  Fully  Insured 

•  Honest  and  Very  Reasonable 

(415)  282-2023 
Pager:  202-6572 


BLOOM  PAINTING, 
INC. 

(415)  821-3752 


bloompaintinginc.com 


CA  Lie.  #  833578 

Member  Better  Business  Bureau 

And  P.D.C.A. 


TUGGEY'S 

Hardware  for  the  Handyperson 
Denny  Giovannoli 

Weekdays  9  -  5:30 
Saturday  9-5 
Sunday  11-3 


Tltaf 


3885  24th  Street 
San  Francisco,  California  94114 
415-282-5081 


Jk  LANDSCAPE 
M  CONTRACTOR 

jffpr  ExPerienced-  Licensed 
Decks.  Fences.  Patios. 

K  Lawns,  Planting.  Irrigation, 
Lighting,  Maintenance. 

CALL  FOR  FREE  ESTIMATE! 

CAFFREY  LANDSCAPES  •  415-279-8469 


NEW! 

Solve  the  Voice  Crossword  online! 
Get  hints,  peek  at  answers,  or 
print  out  an  old  puzzle  to  work 
with  pencil  and  paper. 

Go  to 

www.noevalleyvoice.com. 


Support 

Local 

Business 
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Neighborhood  Services 

The  Noe  Valley  Voice 


L  E  S 

SONS 

ALL  AGES, 

ALL  LEVELS] 

1400  Castro  St.  |  415-920-1956 
co  nnie@wa  l  kershaw.com 


a 


INST1NT  IWTGRWRS 

Relax  in  Style 

We  specialize  in  unique  and  affordable: 

•  One-day  Makeovers  •  Color  Consultations 

•  Interior  Architecture  •  Full  Service  Design 

(415)  824-4440  almostinstant@gmail.com 


SHOE  REPAIR 

by 

The  Pioneer 
Renewer 

4501  18th  St.  at  Douglass 

415-255-4576 


"They're  the  only  place  we'll  go  for  repairs!" 
Jerry  -  Owner  of  Gimme  Shoes 

"Not  just  a  shoe  repair  but  a  good  old  fashioned 
cobbler."  Veronica  -  Astrid's  Rabat  Shoes 


NEW! 

Solve  the  Voice  Crossword  online! 
Get  hints,  peek  at  answers,  or 
print  out  an  old  puzzle  to  work 
with  pencil  and  paper. 

Go  to 

www.noevalleyvoice.com. 


[stitch] 

www.stitchsf.com 


FABRICS  &  HARDWARE 

CUSTOM  WINDOW  TREATMENTS 
FURNISHINGS  FOR  THE  HOME 

BY  APPOINTMENT  415.641.6081 


Got  News? 

Send  your  press  release  to 
the  Noe  Valley  Voice,  1021 
Sanchez  Street,  S.F.,  CA 
94114.  Better  yet,  e-mail 
editor@noevalleyvoice.com. 
Please  include  a  phone 
number.  Thanks. 


NOTICE  TO  READERS 

California  law  requires  that  contractors  taking 
jobs  that  total  $500  or  more  (labor  and/or 
materials)  be  licensed  by  the  Contractors 
State  License  Board.  State  law  also  requires 
that  contractors  include  their  license  numbers 
on  all  advertising.  Check  your  contractor's  sta¬ 
tus  at  www.cslb.ca.gov  or  800-321-2752. 
Unlicensed  persons  taking  jobs  that  total  less 
than  $500  must  state  in  their  advertisements 
that  they  are  not  licensed  by  the  Contractors 
State  License  Board. 


on-the-spot. garden  design 


by: 

.  deanna  glory 


garden  design 

oy  an  award-winning 
designer  at  an 

affordable  price 


/j  415.695.9400  f  deanna@glorydesign.com 
www.  glory  design .  com 


grassroots 

^  interior  design  studio 

space  planning 
color 
lighting 
furniture 

window  coverings 
bathrooms  and  kitchens 
drafting 

san  francisco  tel/fax  (4 1 5)  242-6 1 98 


Ayurvedic  Living 

Rita  Cruz-21aterlca  C.A.S.,  P.K..S 

Ayurvedic  Specialist,  Iyengar  Yoga  Instructor 
Jyotish  Astrologer,  Vastu  Design  Consultant 
Tor  a  private  consultation  call  or  e-mail 

4-1 5-959-1770 
yoepyurveda@hotmail.com 


from  vowr  c  * 


Ikebana 

lessons 


Japanese  floral  arranging. 
All  Levels. 

Noe  Valley  Location. 
Shusei  :  415.706.4171 
Shuseiflower@amail.com 


Rosen  Methotl  Movement 

Noe  Valley  Ministry 
Friday  mornings  8:30  to  9:30 

Theresa  Garcia 

415-812-9917  ttygarcia@aol.com 
http://home.earthlink.net/~tgrosen/irosenhome.html 


Who  Do  You  Call? 


Business/Home  PC  Support 

PCs/Macs 
N  Wireless 

Networks 

xm*  '  \  House  calls 

30  years  experience 

Bill  Haught 

415/265-2780 
whodoyoucall.us 
^  info@wdyc.us 


SHOP 

WORK 

EAT 

PLAY 

IN  NOE  VALLEY 


McDonnell 

& 

Weaver 

ATTORNEYS  AT  LAW 

4091  24th  Street 
NOE  VALLEY 
(415)  641-0700 


Quit  Smoking  in  One  Session 

Dr.  Jonathon  D.  Gray  •  Hypnosis  •  San  Francisco  •  415-563-2333 

Addictions  •  Stress  Reduction  •  Pain  Control  •  Weight  Control 
Phobias  •  Optimum  Performance 


ROGER  R.  RUBIN 

Attorney  and  Counselor  at  Law 

(415)  441-1112 

Law  Chambers 
1155  Pine  Street 
San  Francisco,  CA  94109 


DESIGNS  »Y  WENDY  l.  MILLER 

Custom  Sewing  Since  1980 
One-of-a-Kind  Bridal,  Formal 
and  Career  Wear 
Slipcovers  and  Soft  Furnishings 
for  the  Home 

415.648.8514  for  appointment 


REPAIRS  with  a 
WOMAN'S  TOUCH 


A  Non-Intrusive 
Presence  in  Your  Home 

Sensitive  to  Your 
Needs 


Julie  Panger  (415)  517-4013 

No  Job  Too  Small 


81 


Quit  Smoking  in  One  Session 

Dr.  Jonathon  D.  Gray  •  Hypnosis 
San  Francisco  •  415-563-2333 

Addictions  •  Stress  Reduction 
Pain  Control  •  Weight  Control 
Phobias  •  Optimum  Performance 


Peter  Rothblatt 

Massage  and  Bodywork 


75  Minutes 
$80 


L 


For*  More  Info 
415.845.0678 


GRACE  M.  SANTANA 
PLUMBING  CONTRACTOR 

LIC  #525396  info@gracesantanaplumbing.com 
www.gracesantanaplumbing.com 

Mobile: 

(415)  350-6574 
Office:  Service, 

(415)  641-4740  Repairs,, 

Small  Jobs 


PURPLE  IRIS 

Jill  A.  Sweringen  L.Ac 
Barb  Schoeffel  MPT 

Acupuncture,  Physical  Therapy 
Shiatsu,  Holistic  Healing 

1404  Church  St.  @  26th 
415-642-7442  purpleiris.net 


Rick  Collins 

Macintosh  Help 

Troubleshooting/Tutoring 
Tune-Ups/Upgrades 
SFMacMan.com 

(415) 821-1792 


mm 


Linda  G.  Rose,  lcsw 
Psychotherapy 

moving  towards  emotional,  physical, 
mental,  and  spiritual  ivell-being 

415  •  643  ♦  3996 

www.lindagrose.com 

SAN  FRANCISCQ  •  NOE  VALLEY  OFFICE 
BCD.  ADTR  •  LCS  15026 


fix 


redesign  for  your  home 
one  day  decorating  using 
what  you  already  own 


Alycia  Freeman  » 

415-726-0156  mj 

Alycia@FixRedesign.com 
www.lixredesign.com  ** 


46  The  Noe  Valley  Voice  •  February  2010 


CLASS  ADS 


Furnished  Office  for  Rent.  Dolores  Street  at 
29th.  Commercial  office  space  with  recent 
renovations.  Private  office  available  approxi¬ 
mately  l()x  10  feet  with  shared  conveniences. 
Monthly  rent  includes  utilities/internet/clean¬ 
ing,  and  security  system.  Lease  terms  to  be 
discussed  in  person.  Creative,  fun  firm  occu¬ 
pies  the  other  offices  and  is  seeking  similar 
tenant.  282-4560. 

Would  You  Like  to  Have  a  House  Really 
Clean?  We'll  be  happy  to  help  you.  Yolanda 
and  Jose.  4J  5-27 1-4905. 


How  to  Place  a 
Class  Ad 

It’s  easy.  Just  type  or  print  the  text  of 
your  ad.  multiply  the  number  of 
words  by  40c'per  word,  and  send  us 
a  check  or  money  order  for  the  total. 
(Note  that  a  phone  number,  including 
area  code,  counts  as  one  word.)  Then 
mail  your  ad  text  and  paylnent.  made 
out  to  the  Noe  Valley  Voice,  so  that  we 
receive  it  by  the  15th  of  the  month 
before  the  month  in  which  you'd  like 
to  advertise.  The  address  is  Noe  Val¬ 
ley  Voice  Class  Ads,  1021  Sanchez 
Street.  San  Francisco.  CA  94114. 
(Sorry,  the  Voice  is  unable  to  accept 
Class  Ads  by  phone  or  e-mail.) 

10  for  10  discount:  The  Noe  Valley 
Voice  publishes  10  months  a  year. 
(We're  on  vacation  in  January  and 
August.)  If  you  place  the  same  class 
ad  in  10  issues,  you  are  entitled  to  a 
10  percent  discount.  To  figure  your 
cost,  deduct  10  percent  from  the  total 
amount  due  for  10  issues. 

The  next  Voice  will  be  the  March 
2010  issue,  distributed  in  Noe  Valley 
the  first  week  of  March.  The  dead¬ 
line  for  Class  Ads  is  Feb.  15.  Note: 
The  issue  will  be  on  the  streets  one 
month,  and  will  also  be  displayed  on 
our  site,  www.noevalleyvoice.com. 

Advertisers  should  keep  in  mind  that 
only  the  first  few  words  of  their  ad 
(not  to  exceed  one  line)  will  be  set  in 
bold.  Also,  receipts  and  tear  sheets 
will  be  provided  only  if  your  order  is 
accompanied  by  a  self-addressed, 
stamped  envelope.  Refunds  are  not 
granted  unless  we  have  made  an  error. 
Thank  you  for  your  support. 


New  Year's  Resolutions  Support.  We  have 
the  best  of  intentions  when  we  create  our  res¬ 
olutions.  Studies  show  that  goals  shared  with 
others  are  more  likely  to  be  achieved.  Let  me 
help  you.  I’m  a  certified  yoga/meditation  in¬ 
structor  teaching  locally  and  living  in  Noe  Val¬ 
ley  for  20  years.  I'll  provide  you  with  com¬ 
passionate  support  and  coaching  to  keep  you 
accountable  to  your  goals,  particularly  in  the 
area  of  fitness  and  well-being.  Let  my  disci¬ 
pline  and  focus  guide  you  to  success.  Contact 
( Ms. )  Ernie,  415-845-7436.  erniev@  sattvic.com. 

Daily/Weekly  Rental:  Noe  Valley  studio 
apartment.  Located  on  Vicksburg  near  23rd 
Street,  it’s  an  alternative  to  hotels  and  motels. 
Private  entrance  in  a  garden  setting.  The  unit 
offers  a  queen-sized  bed,  full  kitchen  with  din¬ 
ing  area,  cable  TV.  and  three-quarter  bath.  No 
pets,  no  smoking.  Call  Jim  at  415-285-6433 
or  (cell)  415-215-2617. 

Garden  Cottage  in  the  heart  of  Noe  Valley. 
Perfect  for  visiting  friends  and  family.  Se¬ 
cluded  and  detached  with  private  deck.  Com¬ 
pletely  furnished.  Queen  bed  and  twin  sleep¬ 
er  couch.  Fully  equipped  kitchen.  Short-term 
rental.  Minimum  two  nights.  Non-smoking. 
http:llwww.sanfranciscogardencottaye.com. 
415-225-6905. 

Handyman  Mike,  415-756-9896.  Carpentry, 
kitchen  cabinets,  caulking,  decks,  dishwasher 
installation,  doors,  dry  rot,  drywall  patching, 
basic  electrical,  fences,  foundation  bolting, 
furniture  assembly,  garbage  disposal,  locks, 
painting,  plumbing,  pressure  washing,  shelving, 
stairs,  tile,  toilets,  windows,  woodworking. 

Garden  Consultant.  Need  a  little  help  or  in¬ 
spiration?  I  will  help  you  solve  garden  prob¬ 
lems,  visualize  yourdream  garden,  implement 
your  ideas,  or  learn  about  gardening,  includ¬ 
ing  gardening  organically,  natural  pest  con¬ 
trol.  and  so  much  more!  Carlin's  Gardens — 
15  years  in  Noe  Valley.  Call  Carlin. 
415-826-3127;  email  carlinel@fastmail.fm: 
www.carlinsgardens.com.  Carlin's  Gardens — 
Your  Nature  Connection! 


Noe  Valley  Voice 

Class  Ads 

400  a  word! 

The  deadline  is  the  15th  of  the  month. 
Write  Voice  Class  Ads.  1021  Sanchez 
Street.  San  Francisco,  CA  941 14. 


iMac  for  Sale.  Mac  OSX.  version  10.4.11. 
Has  speakers  but  no  keyboard.  $1 10  or  best 
offer.  Saumya  at  4 1 5-282-9990. 

Flxpert  Garden  and  Landscape  Services: 

We  do  design  and  installation:  regularly 
scheduled  property  and  garden  maintenance: 
tree  pruning,  planting,  and  removals:  irriga¬ 
tion  and  low-voltage  lighting  systems  instal¬ 
lation  and  repair:  stonework  and  hardscaping; 
cleanups  and  staging.  No  job  too  big  or  too 
small.  Extremely  detail  oriented.  16  years  in 
the  business.  Serving  Noe  Valley  and  the 
greater  Bay  Area.  Excellent  references.  Call 
David  at  415-846-7581;  httpd/www.shapeof 
theearth.com. 

Gift  Certificates/Painting  Workshops.  One- 
day  watercolor  workshops.  Great  for  a  gift  or 
just  to  indulge  yourself  in  learning  all  the  ba¬ 
sics  of  watercolor.  Small  class  size.  No  mate¬ 
rials  required.  EmaHsfclarky@comcast.net  or 
call  415-641-8882. 


F’eeling  Depressed  or  Angry  in  a  relationship 
or  work?  Perhaps  someone  suggested  you 
seekjielp?  I  will  work  with  you  to  understand 
the  current  situation  and  past  contributing  fac¬ 
tors.  I  have  much  experience  working  with 
clients  from  families  of  origin  with  mental  ill¬ 
ness  and  substance  abuse.  I  also  have  exper¬ 
tise  working  with  clients  in  long-term  recov¬ 
ery  from  substances  and  childhood  trauma  as 
well  as  codependency.  Castro/Noe  Valley 
area.  Audrey  Adelson.  LCSW.  415-260-0337. 

Fog  City  Dog  Walking  in  Noe  Valley.  A  tired 
dog  is  a  happy  household.  Louis,  710-0513. 

Hypnotherapy/Psychotherapy  for  Excellence. 

Live  the  life  you  want  to  live;  be  all  you  can 
be  using  hypnosis  and  brief  therapy  for  stress 
and  pain  management,  phobia  and  habit  con¬ 
trol.  weight  and  eating  issues,  personal  devel¬ 
opment,  IBS,  addictions,  childbirth  (certified 
HypnoBirthing  and  HypnoBirthing  fertility 
therapist ).  For  more  information,  contact  Tara 
Economakis.  Dip.Adv.Hyp.  (N-SHAP).  MN- 
RHP,  UKCP  registered.  UK.  European,  and 
USA  trained  and  qualified.  415-920-9956. 
Email:  larabecon@hotmail.com.  Website: 
www.Utstingchanges.co.uk. 


Homeopathy  Can  Transform  Your  Health 

and  well-being.  This  holistic  medicine  is  great 
for  children,  teens,  and  adults  of  all  ages. 
Allow  your  body  and  mind  to  heal  itself  to 
resolve  chronic  health  issues,  anxiety  and  de¬ 
pression,  and  acute  illness  through  hom¬ 
eopathy.  Kathleen  Scheible,  Certified  Home¬ 
opath  practices  in  Noe  Valley  and  Bernal 
Heights,  kathleen@bernalhomeopalhy.com. 
http:llwww.bernalhomeopalhy.com.  4 1 5-647- 
7919,  ext.  2. 

Vacation  Room  Rental.  Upper  Noe  Valley. 
Clean,  quiet,  safe.  Ideal  for  visiting  family. 
415-821-4890,  Sue.  emarsh510H@aol.com. 

Grow  Your  Own  Organic  Vegetables  and 

herbs.  Be  sure  it’s  pure!  Great  for  you,  for 
kids,  for  the  environment.  Can  grow  in  con¬ 
tainers,  too.  Let  me  teach  you  how.  Call  Car¬ 
lin.  415-826-3127;  carlinel@fastmail.fm; 
www.carlinsgardens.com.  Carlin’s  Gardens- — 
Your  Nature  Connection! 

Vacation!  Cabo!  New  three-bedroom,  two- 
bath  condo,  www.vrho.com/224562.  Kent, 
415-468-9400. 

Charlie  the  Phone  Guy:  Residence,  busi¬ 
ness,  home  office  telephone  wiring.  Fax/mo¬ 
dem  lines,  DSL.  Ethernet,  VOIP!  Dead  jacks 
brought  back  to  life!  Remodel  planning.  On- 
time  appointments!  Free  estimates.  Noe  Val¬ 
ley  resident.  Charlie@sfphonegtiy.com.  415- 
641-8410. 

Piano  Lessons  in  Noe  Valley:  Supportive,  pa¬ 
tient  teacher  with  many  years  of  experience. 
Lessons  tailored  to  individual  goals.  Ear  train¬ 
ing.  theory,  classical  or  popular  repertoire. 
Barbara  Bannett,  415-648-1007. 

Overwhelmed  by  Clutter?  Closets?  As  fea¬ 
tured  on  HGTV,  NPR.  and  the  San  Francisco 
Chronicle.  ShipShape  offers  expert,  simple 
solutions  to  what  goes  where.  We  cut  through 
clutter,  defrazzle  moves,  install  cjosets,  and 
restore  simplicity  and  peace  of  mind  to  busy 
lives.  Home,  office,  packing,  closets,  and- 
more.  4I5-_550-0658.  www.shipshape.com. 

Free  Introductory  Qigong/Tai  Chi  class  ses¬ 
sion.  Chris  Sequeira  offers  a  free  introducto¬ 
ry  class  in  tai  chi  and  qigong.  Monday,  6  to 
7:30  p.m.,  Noe  Valley  Ministry,  1021  San¬ 
chez:  or  Wednesday  and  Friday,  1 0:30  a.m.  to 
noon,  Glen  Park  baseball  field.  Elk  &  Chen- 
ery.  Half-price  discount  for  first  month.  Call 
415-773-8185.  Livingtaichi@yahoo.com. 
Livingtaichiprinciples.blogspot.com. 

Attract  Birds  and  Butterflies  toyour  garden! 
Take  simple  steps  to  delight  your  senses  and 
bring  vibrant  life  to  your  yard.  And  birds  eat 
lots  of  insects!  I'll  design  and  plant  or  show 
you  how.  Call  Carlin,  415-826-3127;  car- 
Unel@fastmail.fm;  www.carlinsgardens.com. 
Carlin’s  Gardens — Your  Nature  Connection! 


FINGER-PRINTS,  SNOWFLAKES,  & 
OUR  SECTIONALS. 


Start  with  hundreds  of  sofa,  sectional  and  fabric  options. 

Throw  in  our  design  experience.  And,  well  deliver  an  orginal  piece  that 
reflects  your  personalty  and  imagination. 

KOHLER  h|  JONES 

CUSTOM  fURNITUM  &  DHlQN 


& 

Please  join  us  in  our  support for  Haiti 

Lovejoy’s  will  donate  10%  of  February 
profits  to  Oxfam  and  Doctor’s  without 
Borders  for  their  relief  efforts  in  Haiti 

1351  Church  Street  at  Clipper 
415-648-5895 

Reservations  Recommended  •  Catering  Available 

Wednesday  -  Sunday  1 1 :00  a.m.  -  6:00  p.m. 

Closed  Mondays  and  Tuesdays 


1747  CHURCH  @  DAY  •  MON-  CLOSED  -  TUES  -THURS  11  -  6  .  FRI-SAT-SUN  11  -5  -415  643  6309 
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CLASS  ADS 


Hatha  Flow  Yoga  in  Noe  Valley.  Saturdays, 
8:15  to  9:15  a. m.  Beginning/Intermediate 
class  encourages  healttjy  alignment,  use  of 
breath,  and  body  awareness.  Teacher  is  regis¬ 
tered  with  Yoga  Alliance  and  holds  B.F.A  in 
dance  from  Juilliard.  MoBu  Dance  Studio, 
1605  Church  Street  at  28th  Street,  jitlie.yoga 
class@gmail.com. 

Cleaning  Professional.  24  years  experience. 
Apartments,  homes,  or  offices.  Roger  Miller, 
415-794-4411. 


Your  Trees  are  part  of  your  investment,  and 
part  of  your  habitat.  They  deserve  expert, 
quality  care.  Beautiful  work  and  personal  tree 
service  by  ISA  Certified  Arborist.  Free  esti¬ 
mates.  Licensed  and  insured.  Call  Martin 
Arnest  at  415-882-1109.  Email:  treepro@ 
comcasl.net;  www.sftreepw.com.  CA  Lie. 
#829012. 

Adriano  Hauling  &  Cleaning:  Need  help? 
We  can  help!  We  love  cleaning  your  yard, 
garage,  and  attic.  We  remove  and  dump  any 
construction  debris,  appliances,  new  and  old 
furniture,  and  much  more!  Need  space  in  your 
garage  or  basement?  Call  us  for  a  free  esti¬ 
mate!  Seven  days  a  week!  Ten  years  in  the  Noe 
Valley  area.  Call  Adriano,  415-990-4062. 

Catsitting  at  negotiable  rates  in  Noe  Valley 

and  adjacent  neighborhoods.  Responsible, 
playful  animal  lover,  30-year  Noe  Valley  res¬ 
ident,  10-year  local  catsitter.  Return  to  a  con¬ 
tented  cat,  a  secure  home,  and  a  thriving  gar¬ 
den.  References  on  request..  Lucy, 
4 1 5-282-3676,  Inmar9@cin.net. 

Bed  &  Breakfast  “Cottage  Gate."  Charm¬ 
ing  studio  with  queen  bed,  kitchenette,  break¬ 
fast  choices.  Private  entrance  (no-steps),  bath, 
cable;  20th  and  Douglass  streets.  415-626- 
6497.  JimDiDL@aol.com.  Photos  at  www.va- 
cationrentals.com/vacation-rentalsll096l  html. 

PC  Tutoring:  Introduction  to  Windows. 
Word,  Excel,  PowerPoint,  and  Internet  by  a 
very  patient  community  college  teacher.  Spe¬ 
cial  offer:  one  and  a  half  hours  for  $45.  415- 
820- 1670;  cfebcom@gmail.com. 

DogWalkingServiceOfSanFrancisco.com. 

415-731-0120. 

Telephone-Computer-Audio  Jacks  and 

wiring.  Home  entertainment,  video  surveil- 
lance-CCTV-telephone  systems,  intercoms. 
Sales,  service,  repair.  Since  1999.  BBB  Lie. 
#796389.  www.allwired.net.  Kent,  415-468- 
9400. 


Wallpapering  and  Painting.  No  job  too  big 

or  too  small.  Services  available:  wallpaper  in¬ 
stallation,  wallpaper  removal,  wallpaper  re¬ 
pair,  painting,  wall  prep — for  paper  or  paint. 
Installation  of  all  types  of  wall  covering  with 
attention  to  detail,  and  quality  workmanship 
is  always  top  priority.  Discounts  given  on 
many  major  brand  wallpapers.  Free  estimates. 
Call  Susan.  4 15-8 1 0-2889. 

Submissions:  The  Noe  Valley  Voice  invites 
submissions  of  stories,  poems,  and  essays. 
Email  laslpage@noevalleyvoice.com  or  send 
manuscript,  plus  name,  phone,  and  email,  to 
Noe  Valley  Voice,  102 1  Sanchez  St..  San  Fran¬ 
cisco,  CA  94114.  Include  a  self-addressed, 
stamped  envelope  if  you  need  your  materials 
returned.  Thank  you. 

Garden  Cleanups  and  Makeovers.  Is  your 
garden  sad  and  weary?  Let  us  transform  it  to 
vibrant  health  and  beauty!  Carlin's  Gardens — 
15  years  in  Noe  Valley.  Call  Carlin,  415-826- 
3127;  carlinel@fastmcdl.fm;  www.carlin.sgar- 
dens.com.  Carlin's  Gardens — Your  Nature 
Connection! 

Old  House  Repairs  for  walls,  doors,  win¬ 
dows,  and-  floors.  Assemblies,  installations, 
renovations  and  more.  Call  on  the  experienced 
Victorian  handyman  specializing  in  plaster/ 
paint  repairs.  Olivier,  415-786-4534. 


Do  You  Need  Housecleaning?  We  will  do  it. 
Just  call  Sara  and  Marco,  415-310-8838. 

Piano  Lessons.  Specializing  in  theory,  tech¬ 
nique,  and  classical  repertoire.  Levels  begin¬ 
ner  to  advanced.  Member  of  the  MTAC.  Con¬ 
tact  me.  Heather  Carothers,  at  4 1 5-238-7714. 

Tax  Preparation  and  Planning  Services  for 

individuals  and  self-employed  persons.  Over 
20  years  of  experience,  especially  in  dealing 
with  issues  of  artists,  consultants,  and  non-til¬ 
ers.  Free  initial  phone  consultation.  Please 
contact  Alan  Steger,  Enrolled  Agent,  at  415- 
387-3057. 

Expert  Digital  Restoration  &  Retouching. 

Give  new  life  to  your  old  photos  and  docu¬ 
ments.  Archival  prints,  digital  files,  cus¬ 
tomized  services,  www.intagesrevived.com. 
415-595-0372. 


Piano  Lessons — Now  Accepting  Students. 

Experienced  music  teacher,  having  success¬ 
fully  taught  piano  to  students  of  all  ages  for 
over  25  .years.  Reasonable  rates  for  half-hour 
lessons  either  at  my  home  or  student’s  home. 
Call  415-875-9715  for  more  information 
and/or  to  schedule  lessons. 

Edible  Landscaping.  I  will  help  you  create 
an  organic  edible  landscape  or  make  one  for 
you.  No  need  to  give  up  your  flower  beds — 
we  can  incorporate  lovely  and  delicious  food 
plants  into  your  existing  garden.  Carlin’s  Gar¬ 
dens — 15  years. in  Noe  Valley.  Call  Carlin, 
415-826-3127;  email  carlinel@fastmail.fm; 
www.carlinsgardens.com.  Carlin's  Gardens — 
Your  Nature  Connection! 

Driver  Available:  Doctor  appointments,  gro¬ 
cery  shopping,  errands.  Bill:  415-826-3613. 

Stay  in  SF  Short-Term  Rental.  Large,  two- 
bedroom  fully  furnished  flat  in  Noe  Valley  for 
vacation  rental.  Restaurants,  coffeehouses, 
markets,  transportation  all  outside  your  door. 
Sleeps  six  comfortably.  Great  for  families! 
Daily,  weekly,  monthly  rates  available.  No 
pets.  No  smoking.  Leave  a  message  at  415- 
309-4909  or  email  stayinsf@hotmail.com.  For 
a  look  around,  go  to  stayinsf.googlepages. 
.com.. 

Transform  Your  Jungle  into  a  Paradise. 

Twenty-three  years  in  Noe  Valley.  Pruning, 
cleanups,  maintenance,  lawns,  flagstone  pa¬ 
tios.  irigations,  planting.  Call  Jorge  at  415- 
826-7840  for  free  estimates.  Remember  this 
is  pruning  time. 

Noe  Valley  Guest  Quarters.  Quiet,  private, 
and  clean.  Sleeps  two.  Private  entrance,  him 
queen  bed,  bath  with  shower,  local  television, 
wireless,  efficiency  kitchen  for  light  house¬ 
keeping.  Walk  to  24th  Street,  Muni,  and 
BART.  $100  per  night,  two-night  minimum. 
kchwch@gmail.com. 

Words  Wanted:  The  Noe  Valley  Voice  wel¬ 
comes  your  letters,  essays,  and  op  eds  on  Noe 
Valley.  E-mail  editor@noevalleyvoice.com. 


The  Voice  website 

has  news  and  photos  from  the 
current  issue,  and  searchable 
archives  dating  back  to  1996. 

www.noevalleyvoice.com 


Seeking  Parking  Space  (open  or  covered) 
near  Elizabeth/Sanchez.  202-966-0064. 

Vacation  Retreat  for  Noe  Valleyans.  Calis- 
toga/St.  Helena.  Three  bedrooms,  two  baths, 
s'leeps  six  (maximum).  Decks  with  view  of 
stream,  woods,  and  meadow.  Fireplace  wood 
supplied.  30  acres,  trails,  all-year  stream.  Dogs 
okay.  Three-night  weekend  =  $500.  Seven 
nights  =  $900.  Additional  nights  after  seven  = 
$  1 00.  Discount  for  repeat  guests.  Photos  at  http: 
Ilspot02.googlepages.com.  4 1 5-647-3052. 


How  to  Place  a 
Class  Ad 

It's  easy.  Just  type  or  print  the  text  of 
your  ad,  multiply  the  number  of 
words  by  40«  per  word,  and  send  us 
a  check  or  money  order  for  the  total. 
(Note  that  a  phone  number,  including 
area  code,  counts  as  one  word.)  Then 
mail  your  ad  text  and  payment,  made 
out  to  the  Noe  Valley  Voice,  so  that  we 
receive  it  by  the  15th  of  the  month 
before  the  month  in  which  you'd  like 
to  advertise.  The  address  is  Noe  Val¬ 
ley  Voice  Class  Ads.  1021  Sanchez 
-Street.  San  Francisco,  CA  941 14. 
(Sorry,  the  Voice  is  unable  to  accept 
Glass  Ads  by  phone  or  e-mail.) 

10  for  10  discount:  The  Noe  \  alley 
Voice  publishes  10  months  a  year. 
(We're  on  vacation  in  January  and 
August.)  If  you  place  the  same  class 
ad  in  10  issues,  you  are  entitled  to  a 
10  percent  discount.  To  figure  your 
cost,  deduct  1 0  percent  from  the  total 
amount  due  for  10  issues. 

The  next  Voice  will  be  the  March 
2010  issue,  distributed  in  Noe  Valley 
the  first  week  of  March.  The  dead¬ 
line  for  Class  Ads  is  Feb.  15.  Note: 
The  issue  will  be  on  the  streets  one 
month,  and  will  also  be  displayed  on 
our  site,  www.noevalleyvoice.com. 

Advertisers  should  keep  in  mind  that 
only  the  first  few  words  of  their  ad 
(not  to  exceed  one  line)  will  be  s-et  in 
bold.  Also,  receipts  and  tear  sheets 
will  be  provided  only  if  your  order  is 
accompanied  by  a  self-addressed, 
stamped  envelope.  Refunds  are  not 
granted  unless  we  have  made  an  error. 
Thank  you  for  your  support. 


Cjiriger  %arels 

%ea[  ' Estate  ‘Expert 


CaCC 415-297-4492 


or  9\[oe@aof.com 


Hidden  Cottage  Bed  &  Breakfast 

415-282-4492 

www.hidden-cottage.com 


^ — 


WWW.RABATSHOES.COM 
shoes  •  clothing  •  men  •  women 
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New  Mailing  Address  for  the  Noe  Valley  Voice 


Dear  Readers,  Advertisers, 

Subscribers  and  Writers, 
friends  all, 

We  haven't  yet  moved 
from  1021  Sanchez  Street, 

San  Francisco,  CA  94114, 
but  you  could  be  among 
the  first  to  grace  our  new 
post  office  box  at  24th 
Street's  Noe  Valley  station, 
where  in  a  few  months,  all  The  Noe  Valley  Voice 
your  “snail  mail"  will  be  PO  Box  460249 
directed.  San  Francisco,  CA  94146 

Supporting  snail  mail  since  a  first-class  stamp  cost  13<t 
THE  NOE  VALLEY  VOICE 


We  actually  love  letters  (and 
checks)  written  by  hand,  placed  in 
a  paper  envelope,  with  an  often 
lovely  stamp  affixed.  Remember 
sealing  wax? 

We're  not  suggesting  a  return  to 
the  19th  century,  but  not  every¬ 
thing  needs  to  be  a  digital/elec¬ 
tronic  communication.  Write  us  a 
letter  today.  Slower  can  be  fun! 


JANET  MOYER 


Landscaping 


Janet  Moyer 
Landscaping  is  a 
full-service 
landscaping  company 
specializing  in 
sustainable  landscapes 


One  of  the 
“100  Fastest  Growing 
Private  Companies” 
in  the  Bay  Area 
SF  Business  Times, 
2008  &  2009 


Award  winning  design - 
“Outstanding 
Achievement”  Award 
California 

Landscape  Contractors 
Association,  2007  &  2008 


415-821-3760  •  1031  Valencia  Street,  San  Francisco  •  jmoyerlandscaping.com 

Landscape  Contractor  License  853919  ■  Pest  Control  License  36389 

V - - - - - ) 


“When  did 
I  become 
that  guy?... 

...That  guy  who  listens  to  NPR 
at  every  available  opportunity? 

I  V @KQED” 

-@seanosteen  VIA  TWITTER 

Make  a  real  connection  KQ  E  D 

www.KQED.org/radio  public  radio  88.5  FM 


COLDWELL  BANKER 


californiamoves.com 


FABULOUS  CONDOMINIUM 


EXQUISITE  HOME 


STUNNING  CONDOMINIUM 


This  is  a  bright  one  bedroom  condo  located  in  Dia¬ 
mond  Heights  Village. This  unit  faces  south,  which 
provides  great  light  and  views.  Kitchen  has  lots  of. 
cabinets  and  big  counter,  great  for  entertaining. This 
condo  also  has  double  pane  windows,  gas  fireplace, 
walk-in  closet  and  one  car  parking.  HOA  includes 
water,  garbage  and  outside  maintenance.  Amenities 
include  year  round  heated  swimming  pool,  exercise 
room,  pool  tables,  Jacuzzi  and  sauna. 

$449,000 


Dan  McLean 
415.850.7613 


This  property  is  a  stunning  example  of  famed  Palace 
of  Fine  Arts  architect  Bernard  Maybeck.Witb  aTu- 
dorish  exterior  of  shingles  and  steep,  gabled  roofs, 
and  the  exquisite  reflection  of  the  Arts  &  Crafts  era 
within  its  gracious  interior,  this  unique  four  level, 
four  bedroom  and  three  and  one-half  bath  home  is 
situated  atop  a  landscaped  knoll  providing  a  sense 
of  secfusion.This  is  a  very  rare  opportunity  to  own 
acclaimed  architecture  in  a  storybook  setting  that 
provides  for  gracious  entertaining  and  sophisticated 
living. , 


$2,199,000 


Steven  Fitzpatrick 
415.203.8561 


Jim  Laufenberg 
415.269.4997 


Lisa  Camozzi 
415.412.3120 


RESIDENTIAL  BROKERAGE 


Coldwell  Banker 
San  Francisco  Market  Street 
2355  Market  Street 
415.437.4500 


Complete  top  to  bottom  Renovation!  Open  floor 
modem  concept  design.Top  floor  end  unit  with 
views!  Open  beam  ceilings  throughout.  Expanded 
Chefs  kitchen  with  custom  wood  cabinets,  1 6- 
feet  of  granite  slab  countertops  and  Energy  Star 
stainless  steel  appliances. The  kftchen  also  includes 
Bertazzoni  oven/hood  and  a  Bosch  dishwasher. The 
bathroom  is  renovated  with  a  double-wide  sink 
and  dual  faucets.  Glass  mosaic  tiles  and  a  frameless 
glass  shower  surround  the  Bamboo  flooring.  This 
unit  boasts  a  designer  carpet,  Solid  core  doors 
with  nickel  hardware,  custom  solar  shades,  and  Elfa 
closet  systems.  FHA  approved  complex! 

$549,000 


Jim  Demourkas 
415.377.7082 


©2010  Coldwell  Banker  Real  Estate  LLC.  All  Rights  Reserved.  Coldwell  Banker®  is  a  registered  trademark  licensed  to  Coldwell  Banker  Real  Estate  LLC. 


An  Equal  Opportunity  Company.  Equal  Housing  Opportunity.  Each  Coldwell  Banker  Residential  Brokerage  Office  Is  Owned  And  Operated  by  NRT  LLC.  DRE  License  #  0031 34*6 
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and  now  for  the 

RUMORS 

behind  the  news 


Noe  Bashing 


By  Mazook 

THE  BIG  BUZZ  in  Noe  Valley  last 
month  was  the  online  mayhem  creat¬ 
ed  by  two  stories  in  the  San  Francisco 
Chronicle.  The  first  article  (Jan.  7),  by 
freelancer^  Anna  Marie  Hibble,  was 
provocatively  titled,  “Noe  Valley:  Only 
for  Strollers  Made  of  Gold.”  The  second, 
published  a  week  later  by  Chron  colum¬ 
nist  Robert  Selna,  had  the  news:  “Blocks 
Hungry  to  Fill  Storefronts  with  Eateries.” 

Hibble’s  piece  talked  about  the  high 
home  prices  in  our  neighborhood  and  our 
snobbish,  entitled  attitudes.  According  to 
Hibble,  some  non-Noe  Valleyans  are  re¬ 
luctant  to  come  to  the  neighborhood  be¬ 
cause  they  fear  “being  shoved  aside  in  the 
Cheese  Shop  by  the  more  determined 
hand  of  a  young  mother  intent  upon  that 
Dutch  Edam  sample  for  the  mouth  of  her 
squalling  child.” 

Selna  covered  the  Planning  Commis¬ 
sion  hearing  on  Jan.  14,  and  the  current 
neighborhood  debate  over  repealing  lim¬ 
its  on  the  number  of  restaurants,  food-ser¬ 
vice,  and  to-go  businesses  that  can  open 
in  Downtown  Noe  Valley  (see  Corrie  An¬ 
ders’  front-page  story). 

You  can  see  Selna’s  and  Hibble’s  sto¬ 
ries  by  googling  “Noe  Valley”  or  going  to 
www.sfgate.com. 

When  you  get  there,  scroll  down  to  the 
bottom  and  see  the  hundreds  of  comments 
by  readers  ( 185  re  stroller  s  and  294  re  the 
food  issue).  Evidently,  out  there  in  the  bl- 


ugospueic,  uui  quaim  nine  uaimci  is  an 
object  of  scorn. 

Don’t  get  me  wrong.  There  were  many 
Noe  Valleyans  and  others  who  came  to  the 
defense  of  the  neighborhood. 

But  most  comments  ranged  from  just 
sarcastic  to  pretty  ugly.  Here’s  a  sample: 

“Noe  =  Neighborhood  Overflowing  with 
Easterners.  Like  many  precious  parts  of 
the  city,  Noe  Valley  has  become  just  an¬ 
other  conversational  bauble  to  flash  for  the 
Carpetbagger  clique  that  has  infested  SF.” 

Try  this  one:  “Those  huge  baby  SUV 
strollers  are  almost  as  obnoxious  as  the 
people  pushing  them.” 

How  about:  “I  can  only  assume  that  the 
arrogant,  elite,  narcissistic,  self-indul¬ 
gent,  overpaid,  and  functionally  illiterate, 
selfish  people  who  do  not  need  to  live  in 
Noe  Valley  they  simply  like  to  associate 
with  others  like  themselves.” 

Then  there  was:  “This  is  the  only 
neighborhood  where  women  push  baby 
strollers  while  talking  on  the  cell  phone 
and  don’t  look  both  ways  before  crossing 
the  street  AND  give  attitude  when  some¬ 
one  calls  them  out  for  being  so  foolish. 
They  expect  everyone  to  stop.  Sure,  it’s 
the  law,  but  what  about  that  one  driver 
who  is  distracted?” 

Someone  else  wrote,  “Who  the  hell 
would  want  to  live  in  Noe  Valley?  I  grew 
up  here  and  I  had  not  heard  of  it  until 
1997.  Wasteland  as  far  as  Fm  concerned.” 

Another  labeler  called  us  “Snobaholic 
Annonymous  [sic].” 

This  anecdote  was  a  real  zinger: 
“Around  1996, 1  was  having  a  conversa¬ 
tion  with  a  building  contractor  who  said 
he  was  turning  down  Noe  Valley  clients. 
I  asked  him  why  he  didn’t  like  the  neigh¬ 
borhood.  His  reply:  “White  mothers.” 

And  then  there  was  the  comment 
hurled  at  this  Voice  columnist  for  being  a 
“busybody,”  which  I  take  as  a  compli¬ 
ment,  by  the  way. 

To  echo  longtime  Noe  Valley  resident 


Tiuiiuei  c-rtroriicie  wmei  auu  cuiiem 
Voice  contributor)  Tim  Innes,  “Does  it 
mean  you  have  arrived  when  you  become 
an  object  of  scorn?  As  for  me.  I’ve  yet  to 
be  menaced  by  a  latte-crazed,  cell  phone- 
yakking,  stroller-pushing  yuppie.” 

0  0  0 

E-MAILS  BOMBARDED  Castro  Street 
bookstore  Cover  to  Cover  last  fall,  when 
the  shop  was  mentioned  in  another 
Chronicle  story  (Nov.  19),  by  Steve 
Rubenstein,  headed,  “Bay  Area  Not  Mav¬ 
erick  Enough  to  Read  Palin  Book.” 

Pointing  out  that  there  were  no  copies 
of  Sarah  Palin’s  book  Going  Rogue  at 
Cover  to  Cover  (among  other  indepen¬ 
dent  bookstores)  the  week  it  was  released, 
Rubenstein  quoted  Cover  to  Cover  staffer 
Emily  Stackhouse  as  saying,  “Anything 
like  that  we  wouldn’t  carry....  We’re  a 
small  store  and  it  would  probably  gross 
us  all  out.” 

Stackhouse  says  Rubenstein  misquot¬ 
ed  her  on  the  “gross”'part.  “What  1  said 
was  the  reason  we  were  not  carrying  the 
book  was  because  we  are  a  small  store  and 
that  it  wouldn’t  sell  that  well  in  our  neigh¬ 
borhood.” 

“Oh  boy,”  says  Cover  to  Cover  co-own¬ 
er  Mark  Ezarik.  “After  that  came  out,  we 
started  getting  e-mails  from  across  the 
country,  and  some  were  very  nasty,  call¬ 
ing  us  things  like  ‘book  burners’  and  ac¬ 
cusing  us  of  censorship. 

“For  me,  it  was  a  business  decision,  not 
a  political  one,”  says  Ezarik.  “We  would 
have  been  selling  the  book  for  $25  when 
you  could  have  picked  up  the  book  at  a 
box  store  for  as  little  as  $5.” 

At  last  count,  the  number  of  comments 
on  SFgate.com  on  that  story  was  794. 

0  0  0 

BLOG  JAMS,  CONT’D:  In  December,  I 
reported  that  SFGate.com  had  established 
a  special  Noe  Valley  blogspot  last  Sep- 


lemoci,  as  pan  ui  us  j.r.  iNcignoonioous 
coverage.  Well,  the  Noe  Valley  Blog  has 
now  gone  “poof.”  All  stories,  including 
the  most  recent  one  about  Whole  Foods’ 
opening  (!),  have  been  removed,  along 
with  the  reader  comments. 

Says  SFGate  news  director  Vlae  Ker- 
shner,  “Yes,  it  has  been  disabled  for  the 
time  being,  and  we  are  still  looking  for 
[freelance]  bloggers.” 

Meanwhile,  as  you  neighborhoodies 
know,  Noe  Valley  has  a  plethora  of  alter¬ 
native  sources  for  blogging  and  tweet¬ 
ing— blogspots  and  websites  to  keep  us 
moving  down  the  information  highway 
between  issues  of  the  Voice. 

One  place  that  has  a  ton  of  stuff  is  the 
www.everyblock.com  site.  There  you  can 
•get  Noe  Valley  news,  real  estate  listings, 
permit  appl ications,  police  incidents,  etc., 
plus  all  the  pictures  locals  post  on  the  In¬ 
ternet.  Everyblock  now  has  started  pub¬ 
lishing  “Valuepak”  coupons,  which 
Everyblock  calls  “local  deals.”  Listed  on 
Jan.  27  was  a  $3  discount  at  Haystack,  $3 
off  a  dinner  combo  at  Hamano  Sushi,  and 
$  1  off  any  meat  burrito  at  Casa  Mexicana. 

Another  is  the  NoeValleySF  blog  (noe 
valleysf.blogspot.com),  self-described  as 
“a  hyper-local  guide  to  Noe  Valley — with 
attitude.”  While  somewhat  snarky,  the 
blog  keeps  the  news  coming  and  has  a 
neighborhood  posting  wall. 

An  interesting  item  duped  on  NoeVal¬ 
leySF  in  January  was  a  “Reader  Rant: 
Dogs  Need  Places  to  Poo,  Too.”  It  gener¬ 
ated  50  more  rants  and  raves  on  Noe  Val¬ 
ley  doggie  etiquette.  Remember,  there 
may  be  as  many  dogs  in  Noe  Valley  as 
there  are  children.  OMG. 

NVSF  also  linked  us  to  the  January 
New  York  Times  story  on  the  top  10  Net- 
flix  movie  rentals  for  2009  in  zip  codes 
in  1 2  major  metropolitan  areas,  including 
San  Francisco.  The  results  for  Noe  Val- 

CONTINUED  ON  NEXT  PAGE 


^Mexican  Grille 


Lean  Mexican  Cuisine 

Including: 

¥  Broiled  Salmon  Burritos  ¥  Delicious  Chicken  Mole  ¥ 
¥  Wonderful  Enchiladas  ¥  COCHINITA  PlBIL  Pork  ¥ 

¥  Cactus  Burritos  ¥  Fantastic  Grilled  OUESAOILLAS* 
¥  Grilled  Seafood  Specials  ¥ 

Great  Tacos  ¥  Variety  of  Vegetarian  Dishes 

,  ^f  New  Maya  Tamales  * 

()/(’</  //y  Out  .  facusi  — 

,  T^or  t/e  .  7y'/\y/  CTl/t/c// 

¥  Great  Atmnspliere!  ¥ 

Open  Everyday  *  11  am  -  10  pm 

3917  24th  Street 

at  Sanchez 

415-648-0477 


San  Francisco 
Auto  Repair  Center 

(415)285-8588 


OPEN  7  DAYS  A  WEEK 

Smog  Check  &  Repair  Available  7  Days 


FOREIGN  AND  DOMESTIC  AUTO  REPAIRS 
OFFICIAL  CALIFORNIA  SMOG  STATION 
12  MONTH  WARRANTY  ON  ALL  REPAIRS 

Free  Shuttle  Service  to  &  from  BART,  Downtown  &  Nearby 
Neighborhoods  ♦  Basic  Auto  Repair  Classes  ♦  "Do-It-Yourself" 
Membership  Available  ♦  Dependable,  Guaranteed  Work  at 
Honest  Prices 


State  of  California 

LICENSED 


INSPECTION  & 
REPAIR  STATION 


•  Used  Car  Prepurchase  Diagnostic  Inspection  Service 

•  Emissions  Systems/Smog  Test  Failure  Diagnosis  &  Repair 

•  Tune  Up/Lube  Service/Regular  Maintenance 

•  Cooling  Systems  •  Radiators  •  Overheating 

•  Timing  Belts  •  Brakes  •  Clutches  •  General  Repairs 

•  Air  Cohditioning/Heaters  •  Check  Engine  Light 

•  Electrical  Problems/Rewiring/Short  Circuits 

•  Windows/Doors/Vandalism  Repairs  •  Four-Wheel  Drive  Service 

•  Struts/Shocks/Suspension/Steering  •  CV  Joint  &  Axle  Service 

•  Computer  Diagnostics  •  Driveability  Problems 

•  Engine  &  Transmission  Rebuilding  &  Replacement 


SHIELD 


AUTOMOnve 


bbb 

I 


since  1978 

(415)  285-8588 

61 1  FLORIDA  STREET  (Near  18th),  S.F.,  CA  94110 
Between  Harrison  &  Bryant  Streets 
All  Major  Credit  Cards  &  ATM  Accepted 


OFFICIAL  GROSS  POLLUTER 
CERTIFICATION  STATION 

We  can  repair  &  retest 
smog  failures  from 
"Test-Only"  Stations 


SMOG  INSPECTION 


FREE 

($60  Value) 

BRAKE  &  SAFETY 
INSPECTION 


OIL  CHANGE 


SO  The  Noe  Valley  Voice  •  February  2010 


A  tribute  to  Helen  Weinschenk  sprung  up  in  the  window  at  Ambiance  clothing  store 
on  24th  Street  after  employees  learned  that  the  former  shopkeeper  and  cherished 
friend  had  died  on  Jan.  1 9.  Photo  by  Pomelo  Gerard 


RUMORS 


CONTINUED  FROM  PREVIOUS  PAGE 

ley’s  94 131  and  94114  should  be  no  sur¬ 
prise:  Doubt  and  Milk  were  at  the  top. 
Other  Netflix  hits  in  our  zips  were  Ben¬ 
jamin  Button,  Slurndog  Millionaire, 
Rachel  Getting  Married,  Burn  After 
Reading,  and  Vicky  Cristina  Barcelona. 

The  Times  story  prompted  me  to  ask 
our  neighborhood  store  Video  Wave  (on 
Castro  above  Jersey)  to  report  on  its  top 
10  movie  rentals  in  2009.  Owner  Gwen 
Sanderson  says  first-place  honors  went  to 
Burn  after  Reading.  Then  came  Vicky 
Cristina,  Slurndog,  Rachel,  Grand  Tori¬ 
no,  Doubt,  The  Reader,  Milk,  and  in  ninth 
place,  Revolutionary  Road. 

“Outside  of  those  top  Oscar  titles,  1 
would  also  include  Tell  No  One,  I've 
Loved  You  So  Long,  and  Let  the  Right  One 
In,  all  of  which  are  remarkable  foreign 
films,”  says  Sanderson. 

Also,  we  had  high  rentals  of  Julie  and 
Julia,  Frost/Nixon,  Pineapple  Express, 
and  He ’s  Just  Not  That  Into  You.  The  most 
wanted  TV  videos  were  True  Blood, 
Breaking  Bad,  Dexter,  and,  of  course. 
Mad  Men. 

s  s  s 

HEINZ,  HOSTESS  &  HAMBURGER 
HELPER:  There  is  no  doubt  what  the 
neighborhood  thinks  of  our  newest  gro¬ 
cery  store.  The  lines  of  customers  at  the 
checkout  stands  at  Whole  Foods  on  24th 
Street  have  been  long,  healthy,  and  or¬ 
ganic,  from  the  minute  the  store  opened 
Sept.  30.  Says  store  team  leader  (manag¬ 
er)  Melanie  Holt,  “Business  has  been  very 
good,  and  this  store  is  in  the  top  five  in 
California  for  sales  per  square  foot.”  Holt 
adds  there  is  especially  high  demand  for 
“spices  in  jars,  bread,  bottled  water,  toi¬ 
let  paper,  and  cloth  bags.” 

It  would  appear  that  since  the  arrival  of 
Whole  Foods,  there  also  has  been  an 
uptick  in  business  for  other  Noe  Valley 
stores,  including  the  venerable  Shufat 
Market  (24th  and  Church). 

“Oh  yes,  for  sure  we  have  seen  a  rise 
in  sales  of  many  items,”  says  Shufat’s 
Omar  Khalil.  “The  first  that  comes  to 
mind  is  Progresso  and  Campbell  soups, 
then  Kellogg’s  cereals,  Pepperidge  Farm 
cookies,  the  original  flavor  A-l  steak 
sauce,  lots  of  Best  Foods  mayonnaise, 
Folgers,  and  Taster’s  Choice  coffee,  and 
Stouffer’s  frozen  dinners,  and  also  much 
more  Windex  and  Reynolds  Wrap.” 

-  Could  these  possibly  be  items  not 
found  at  Whole  Foods? 

SSS 

STORED  DRECK:  At  last  count.  Down¬ 
town  Noe  Valley  had  nine  vacant  stores. 
The  owners  of  the  storefronts  that  once 
housed  Phoenix  Books  (corner  of  24th 
and  Vicksburg)  and  Streetlight  Records 
(24th  near  Noe)  want  to  sell  their  build¬ 
ings,  and  each  is  asking  over  $2  mil.  The 
Real  Food  store  has  been  closed,  vacant, 
and  not  for  sale  or  rent  since  2003,  and  it 
seems  it  will  remain  so  forever.  The  oth¬ 
er  retail  stores  for  rent  would  be  the  space 
where  GNC  was;  Riki’s  old  space,  where 
the  owner  has  done  some  foundation  and 
remodeling  work;  the  space  on  Diamond 
vacated  by  Just  Awesome  Games;  and  of 
course  the  storefront  across  from  Whole 
Foods  just  vacated  by  Artsake.  The  last 
two  vacant  spots  are  both  restaurants, 
Bistro  24,  which  is  closed  and  still  for 
sale,  and  the  spot  where  Mi  Lindo  Yu¬ 
catan  restaurant  was.  That  space  is  cur¬ 
rently  under- construction  with  a  “For 
Rent”  sign  posted  by  Retail  West.  The 
Chron  used  a  big  picture  of  that  sign  to  il- 
lustrate  the  aforementioned  restaurant 
story. 

The  owner  of  the  Artsake  building,  Joel 
Coopersmith,  says  he  is  willing  to  rent  the 


900-square-foot  space  for  $3,000.  He 
says  he  has  received  “a  couple  of  calls, 
one  of  which  was  a  proposed  nail  salon.” 

As  for  the  new  restaurant  space  offered 
by  the  owner’s  agent  Retail  West,  it  ap¬ 
pears  that  the  construction  will  be  fin¬ 
ished  by  June  and  ready  for  occupancy, 
according  to  Retail  West  broker  Matt 
Holmes. 

“We  have  excavated  and  extended  the 
ground  floor  back  to  the  property  line,  in¬ 
creasing  the  1,200  square  feet  to  3,000. 
The  rent  is  based  on  $4  per  square  foot, 
which  adds  up  to  $12,000  a  month.  That 
may  seem  high,”  says  Holmes,  “but  for 
restaurants  in  this  city,  the  rent  is  only 
anywhere  from  5  percent  to  1 2  percent  of 
the  total  [monthly  expense], 

“We  have  had  about  30  telephone  calls 
inquiring  about  the  space  in  the  past  few 
months,  but  what  we  are  looking  for  is  a 
restaurant  that  is  chef-driven,  which  we 
find  can  be  very  successful,"  says 
Holmes.  That  could  be  said  about  any  of 
the  popular  DNV  dinner  spots. 

s  s  s 

HAMSTRINGS  &  OFFSPRING:  The 
store  vacated  by  Cary  Lane,  next  to  Shu¬ 
fat  Market,  has  been  transformed  into 
Cardio-Tone.  The  new  place  is  offering  a 
very  Noe  Valley  combination  of  services: 
exercise  programs  and  classes,  and  child¬ 
care  on  an  hourly  basis. 

Store  founder  Rachel  Aram  and  her 
husband  moved  to  Noe  Valley  two  years 
ago  from  Miami,  Florida,  where  she  was 
a  CBS  TV  local  news  reporter.  Before 
that,  she  was  a  fitness  instructor. 

“Since  I  have  moved  to  Noe  Valley,  I 
have  had  two  children  and  now  started 
this  business  doing  what  I  loye  to  do.  We 
have  seven  types  of  adult  Fitness  classes 
and  seven  kids  classes,  and  we  provide 
childcare  while  the  parents  are  taking 
their  classes,”  she  says.  “We  also  provide 
hourly  care  if  the  parent  or  parents  want 
to  go  shopping  or  out  for  a  meal  in  Noe 
Valley.” 

The  childcare  providers  are  staffed  by 
a  licensed  childcare  agency,  Wondersitter, 
and  the  hourly  rates  are  $6  when  the  par¬ 
ent  is  in  the  class,  and  $10  when  the  par¬ 
ents  are  offsite. 

“We  chose  Noe  Valley,  after  looking  all 
over  the  city,  to  live  in  and  then  looked  at 
every  empty  store,  and  this  was  the  place,” 
she  says,  “and  since  we  have  moved  here, 
we  feel  so  much  community  support  and 
how  friendly  everyone  is.” 

©  S  © 

HISTORY  IN  THE  MAKING:  Noe  Val¬ 
ley’s  most  prolific  author.  Bill  Yenne,  has 
been  attending  many  book-signi  ng  parties 
these  past  three  months.  His  newest  re¬ 
lease  is  a  non-fiction  book.  Tommy  Gun: 
How  General  Thompson’s  Submachine 
Gun  Wrote  History.  Then  there’s  Conva- 
ir  Deltas:  From  Sea  Dart  to  Hustler,  the 
true  story  of  an  airplane  that  made  Air 
Force  history,  and  a  novel.  For  God  and 
Country  (written  under  the  pen  name  of 
Jerome  Prescott),  about  a  military  chap¬ 
lain  in  Iraq. 

Yenne,  who  settled  in  Noe  Valley  in 
1974,  will  release  in  April  yet  another 
epic  military  biography,  titled  Alexander 
the  Great.  The  foreword  is  written  by  re¬ 
tired  Army  general  Wesley  Clark.  Yenne’s 
book  has  also  been  favorably  rev  iewed  by 
John  Negroponte,  former  U.S.  ambas¬ 
sador  to  the  U.N.  Negroponte  describes 
Yenne’s  latest  as  “an  excellent  survey  of 
Alexander’s  exploits  and  a  vivid  reminder 
that  the  geopolitical  landscape  hasn't 
changed  that  much  over  the  millennia.” 

Says  Yenne:  “Alexander’s  empire  was 
the  largest  the  world  had  yet  seen  [in  the 
fourth  century  B.C.J.  It  was  nearly  as 
large  as  the  Roman  Empire,  which  took 
two  centuries  to  build  to  the  point  that  it 
took  Alexander  to  build  in  12  years.” 
Alexander  died  at  age  32. 

Although  Yenne  will  not  say  exactly 


how  many  books  he  has  written  or  com¬ 
piled— we  all  have  his  San  Francisco 
Then  &  Now  and  San  Francisco’s  Noe 
Valley,  and  maybe  even  his  recent  hit  Sit¬ 
ting  Bull— he  admits  that  the  number  is 
now  over  a  hundred. 

S  ®  S 

THE  WHOLE  NEIGHBORHOOD  is 
mourning  the  loss  of  one  of  our  most 
beloved  residents,  Helen  Weinschenk, 
who  passed  away  on  Jan.  19  at  age  98. 
Helen  and  her  husband  Arthur  moved  to 
Noe  Valley  in  1949  and  bought  and  oper¬ 
ated  a  shoe  repair  shop  called  Mission  Re¬ 
newal,  located  where  Ambiance  is  now. 
They  lived  in  an  apartment  behind  the 
store.  Arthur  died  in  1964,  and  Helen  con¬ 
tinued  on  as  the  shop’s  cobbler  until  1977, 
when  she  sold  the  business  to  Barry  and 
Patti  Wood,  who  renamed  it  the  Wooden 
Heel.  The  shop  moved  to  its  current  lo¬ 
cation  on  24th  Street  near  Castro  in  198 1 , 
and  the  Woods  sold  the  business  in  2002. 
Helen  worked  at  the  Wooden  Heel  until 
retiring  in  2004  at  age  92. 

Patti  Wood  describes  Helen  as  “the 
kindest  person  you  will  ever  know— she 
never  had  a  bad  thing  to  say  about  any¬ 
body.  Her  business  ethic  was,  simply,  the 
customer  is  always  right.” 

Our  neighborhood  historian.  Bill 
Yenne,  wrote  a  tribute  to  Helen  back  in 
2002.  In  it,  he  noted,  “Some  days  it  would 


LETTERS  to  the  EDITOR 


The  VOICE  welcomes  your  letters 
to  the  editor.  Write  the  Noe  Valley 
Voice,  P.O.  Box  460249,  San 
Francisco,  CA  94146.  Or  email 
editor@noevalleyvoice.com. 

Please  include  your  name, 
address,  and  phone  number. 
(Anonymous  letters  will  not  be 
considered  for  publication.)  Be 
aware  that  letters  may  be  edited 
for  brevity  or  clarity.  We  look 
forward  to  hearing  from  you. 


take  Helen  a  couple  of  hours  to  walk  the 
two  and  a  half  blocks  from  her  apartment 
on  24th  and  Sanchez  up  to  St.  Philip’s 
Church.  It  was  not  that  she  wasn’t  a  fast 
walker— no,  actually  she  was  quite 
speedy  (and  a  great  line  dancer).  It  was 
because,  as  Helen  would  say,  ‘When  1 
walk  down  the  street,  there  are  so  many 
people  who  wanna  say  hello.’” 

Bye-bye,  Helen.  And  ciao  for  now,  Noe 
Valley. 


Born  in  1 908,  Helen  Weinschenk  was  a 
longtime  resident  and  proprietor  of  the 
Mission  Renewal  shoe  repair  shop,  located 
at  one  time  on  24th  near  Noe  Street. 
Friends  say  she  warmed  the  hearts  and 
"saved  the  soles”  of  untold  numbers  of  Noe 
Valley  residents.  Photo  courtesy  Patti  Wood 


The  Garage  Store 

Merchandise  Lounge 

Furniture,  Lamps,  Friendly 
Service  and  Clowns! 


Come  on  Down  to  the  Lounge 

OPEN  THURS-MON  (415)  550-6641 
1104  Sanchez  at  24th  Street 
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Noe  Valley  $1 ,475,000 

A  gracious  Noe  Valley  Victorian  home  with  gorgeous  period  detail.  The  floor  plan  of  this  home  features 
all  the  rooms  on  one  level.  There  is  a  large  living  room  with  fireplace,  formal  dining  room,  two  remodeled 
bathrooms,  beautifully  remodeled  kitchen,  family  room  with  fireplace  and  French  doors  opening  onto  the 
deck  and  garden.  The  lower  level  includes  basement  for  storage  and  garage  parking  for  two  cars.  A 
fantastic  location  near  Church  &  Dolores  Streets. 

www.414-27thStreet.com  John  Roach  415.874.5010 


Noe  Valley  $899,000 

Victorian  Architecture  +  Smart  Design  +  Chic 
Cottage  =  Posh  Noe  Pad.  2  Bedrooms  +  Den,  1 
Bath,  Stainless  +  Marble  Custom  Kitchen.  Mature 
garden  and  beautiful  period  details. 

Wendy  Storch  415.738.7031 


Noe  Valley  $725,000 

This  wonderful  top  floor  2+  bd/1  ba  Victorian  condo 
features  gracious  living  room  with  a  large  bay  win¬ 
dow  and  a  spacious  dining  room  with  direct  access 
to  a  sunny  private  deck.  Parking  and  storage! 

A.  Gershberg  |  D.  Boutiette  41 5.  738.7203 


V 


Levi  Plaza  Van  Ness 

415.738.7000  415.565.0500 


PARAGON 

REAL  ESTATE  GROUP 


www.paragon-re.com 

a 


Millenium 

Kombucha  & 
**  Synergy  Drinks 

1 6  oz.  -reg  a59  +CRV 

2/$5 


Green  Forest 

Bathroom  Tissue 

12  ct.  -reg  6.99  +tx 

$3.99 


/mi  Clover  Dairy 

Organic  Milk  Gallons 

jH  I  128  oz  -reg  6.99 


OOVEft  i 

.esl*  i 


$5.99 

jOOOTR® 

LOW  FAT 

Organic  Cottage  Cheese 

$3.99 

Organic  Kefir 

all  flavors 
32  oz.  -reg  4.59 

tote  $3.59 


Wallaby 

Organic  Low  fat 
Yogurt 


all  flavors 
6  oz.  -reg  1.19 


4/$3 


*.i  ca  Capricorn  Coffee 

Organic  Dark 
French  Coffee 


Prairie  Fresh 

Boneless  Pork  Chops 

all  natural 

center-cut  -reg  5.99  lb. 

$3.99  lb. 


PRAifUEFR£SH 


Pork  Tenderloin 

all  natural 
-reg  6.99  lb. 


$4.99  lb. 


16  oz.  -reg  4.£ 


^  F  Fair  trade 

16  oz.  -reg  8.S 


$6.99 


Amy's 

Frozen  Pizzas 

all  varieties  except  rice  crust 
11-15  oz.  -reg  8.99 

$5.99 


fc> 

f hmf 


R.W.  Knudsen 

Recharge  Sport 
Beverage 


fife 

..i  '.  .  -T#’  J 


all  flavors 

jgfif  1 6  oz.  -reg  1 .99  +CRV 


Organic  Large 

Brown  Eggs  $4.19 

dozen -reg  5.19  • 


Sale  Prices  effective 
February  1  -  21, 2010 


Free  Parking 


Across  the  Street 


In  our  Very  Own 


Parking  Lot  ! 


Store  Hours: 

8:00  am  -  9:00  pm 

Every  bay! 


Kettle  Foods 

Potato  Chips 


$1.99 


Planet 

Ultra  Liquid 
Laundry  Detergent 

100  oz.  -13.49  +tx 

$7.99 


Breyer's 

Ice  Cream 

all  flavors 
48  oz.  -reg  6.99 

2/$7 


We  Accept: 

ATM  Cards 
Discover  Cards 
MasterCard  &  Visa 
Elec.  Food  Stamps  &  EBT 

448  Cortland  Avenue  •  Bernal  Heights  •  San  Francisco  •  941 1 0 
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In  December  of  last  year,  for¬ 
mer  Noe  Valley  Voice  writer 
Erin  O’Briant  debuted  her  first 
novel,  ( Hitter  Girl,  in  a  most 
modern  way.  Instead  of  putting 
out  a  paperbound  book,  she 
made  the  novel  available  free  as 
an  audiobook  podcast  on  the 
website  Podiobooks.com. 

“I’d  had  some  difficult  deal¬ 
ings  with  the  publishing  indus¬ 
try,  both  in  trying  to  publish  this 
novel  &nd  some  nonfiction  work, 
and  1  was  tired  of  waiting,"  says 
O  Briant  of  the  unconventional 
route. 


She  first  learned  of  online 
audiobooks  from  one  of  her  San 
I  rancisco  ( iity 'College  col¬ 
leagues  (she  teaches  full-time) 
and  immediately  liked  the  con¬ 
trol  it  gave  her  over  the  publish¬ 
ing  process. 

“Publishing  Glitter  Girl  this 
way. gave  me  a  sense  of  power, 
and  the  confidence  that  people 
actually  do  want  to  read  this 
book,"  says  O’Briant,  36.  “Now, 
every  time  I  check  mv  email,  I 
have  another  message  from  a 
(Hitter  Girl  fan.  Its  such  a  thrill. 
It  makes  all  those  years  of  work¬ 


ing  on  my  novel  worthwhile.” 

Subscribers  to  Podiobooks  can 
download  half-hour  "epi¬ 
sodes" — which  sometimes 
include  more  than  one  chap¬ 
ter — onto  their  computers  of* 
MP3  players.  O’Briant  says  she 
had  some  coaching  before 
recording  the  book  herself. 

Glitter  Girl  is  the  story  of  two 
sisters,  Gloria  and  Angie  Soren, 
who  at  first  seem  as  different  as 
night  and  day.  Angie  is  a  born- 
again  Christian  and  anti-abor¬ 
tion  activist  living  in  Georgia. 
Gloria,  a  San  Francisco  resident. 


is  a  lesbian  and  freelance  writer 
who  has  committed  a  cardinal 
sin:  plagiarism.  Unable  to  find 
work  in  her  field,  Gloria  settles 
for  selling  glitter  spray  at  Macy's. 

Is  the  story  autobiographical? 

“1  was  a  glitter  spray  salesgirl 
in  2001,”  O’Briant  confesses. 
She  had  returned  to  San  Fran¬ 
cisco  after  a  stint  in  Atlanta,  and 
couldn’t  find  a  job.  “(Selling  glit¬ 
ter  spr.iyl  was  a  nightmare.  I 
kept  myself  sane  by  writing 
down  bits  of  dialogue." 

O’Briant  points  out  that  she, 
like  Gloria,  is  also  gav,  “but  I’m 


not  a  plagiarist!”  she  says  with  a 
laugh. 

A  former  resident  of  Noe  Val¬ 
ley,  O’Briant  now  lives  in  Bris¬ 
bane,  Calif. 

To  download  Glitter  Girl  or  to 
find  out  more  about  O’Briant’s 
work,  visit  her  website  at 
www.erinobriant.com.  You  can 
also  become  a  fan  of  Glitter  Girl 
on  Facebook.com  or  follow  her 
on  lwitter.com  at  (^erinobrianj;. 
There's  also  her  good,  old-fash¬ 
ioned  email  address:  e_ob riant  @ 
yahoo.com. 

— Olivia  Holer 


An  excerpt  from  the  novel 

Glitter  Girl 

BY  ERIN  O'BRIANT 

San  Francisco.  December,  2001 

a  h  my  God,  1  am  totally  kicking 

m  M  your  ass  in  glitter  spray  sales  and 

^  W  this  is  a  very  high-traffic  area  and 

that  is  just  ridiculous.”  Tiffany,  the 
counter  manager,  flounced  Gloria’s  way. 

Gloria  nodded  politely  but  could  not  smile.  She 
pulled  back  her  shoulders  to  ease  the  clench  in  her 
chest.  Gloria  hated  being  a  Beauty  Advisor. 

“You’ve  got  to  pull  every  customer,  ask  everyone 
to  try  the  glitter  spray.  There’s  no  reason  for  your 
sales  to  be  this  low.  Also,  your  lipstick  looks  weird.” 

Gloria  marveled,  as  she  often  did,  that  she  worked 
for  someone  ten  years  her  junior.  Gloria,  who  had 
been  courted  by  Harper’s  and  the  New  York  Times 
Magazine ,  now  sold  glitter  spray  for  a  living.  Worse 
still,  she  worked  for  a  cosmetics  line  so  tacky  and  ob¬ 
scure  that  the  sales  people  had  to  hustle  their  cus¬ 
tomers.  Surviving  work  each  day  was  a  hard-won  tri¬ 
umph  over  humiliation.  And  sometimes  she  lost. 

While  she  worked,  she  repeated  a  silent  mantra: 
“I’ll  only  stay  through  Christmas.  I’ll  find  a  new  job 
at  the  beginning  of  the  year.” 

Gloria  checked  her  make-up  in  one  of  the  many 
mirrors  and  fixed  her  lipstick.  Good:  the  zit  that  had 
appeared  on  her  forehead  that  morning  wasn’t  show¬ 
ing  through  the  layers  of  concealer. 


Gloria  resumed  her  post  four  feet  in  front  of  the 
escalator  that  deposited  Macy’s  Christmas 
shoppers  near  the  splashy  pink  and  yellow  Bourjois 
Cosmetics  counter.  Techno  music  blasted  over  the 
speakers,  drowning  out  the  Christmas  carols  playing 
in  the  rest  of  the  store.  Two  other  Beauty  Advisors 
were  spaced  evenly  on  either  side  of  Gloria.  All  three 
wore  the  regulation  prune-colored  V-neck  shirts  and 
gold  lame  chokers  with  rose-shaped  appendages. 
The  shirt  was  too  short  for  one  girl,  who  was  long 
and  thin,  but  it  fit  the  other’s  tiny  body  perfectly. 
Gloria’s  was  a  little  tight. 

Shivering  in  the  draft  from  the  open  doors,  Glo¬ 
ria  held  the  can  of  spray  in  her  hand  and  kept  her 
index  finger  on  the  trigger..  She  hoped  no  one'she 
knew  would  see  her.  To  each  woman  who  stepped  off 
the  escalator,  she  inquired,  “Would  you  like  to  try 
some  glitter  spray  in  your  hair?” 

Gloria  couldn’t  see  the  women  on  the  escalator 
until  they  were  about  halfway  down.  When  they 
came  into  her  line  of  vision,  she  smiled  at  them. 
Their  shoulders  stiffened  and  they  averted  their  eyes. 
Only  the  crazy  or  the  uninitiated  smiled  back  at 
her — some  out-of-tqwners  didn’t  know  that  if  they 
tried  some  glitter  spray,  they  would  be  cheerfully 
forced  to  buy  it.  Beauty  Advisors  could  be  brutal. 
The  shoppers  marched  out  into  the  streets.  They’d 


do  anything,  it  seemed,  to  get  away  from  glitter- 
mongering  Gloria.  She  understood  the  customers’ 
reactions — she  avoided  panhandlers  herself — but  it 
hurt  to  spend  the  whole  day  being  avoided. 

All  morning  she  repeated,  “Would  you  like  to  try 
some  glitter  spray?”  to  each  customer.  To  relieve  the 
boredom,  Gloria  began  asking  customers,  “Would 
you  like  to  test  some  glitter  spray?”  She  hoped  the 
word  “test”  would  sound  more  clinical  and  official 
than  “try.”  It  didn't  work.  “Come  try  some  glitter 
spray,”  she  ordered  several  women.  The  imperative 
didn’t  draw  them,  either. 

Tiffany  rolled  her  eyes  at  Gloria  and  grabbed  a  can 
of  glitter  spray.  “Watch  me.”  She  jumped,  grinning, 
out  into  a  particularly  dense  throng  and  shrieked, 
“Try  some  glitter  spray!  It’s  fun!”  Tiffany  was  always 
this  enthusiastic;  it  was  annoying  and  amazing.  Her 
supervisor’s  youth  might  be  some  explanation,  but 
Gloria  wondered. 

She  watched  as  Tiffany  paused,  ducked  her  head, 
and  quickly  rubbed  each  nostril  with  the  back  of  her 
left  index  finger.  Then  she  sniffed.  No  wonder  she 

can't  stand  still.  The  ges¬ 
ture  felt  familiar;  she’d 
probably  seen  Tiffany 
do  it  dozens  of  times 
without  really  noticing. 
Come  to  think  of  it, 
she’d  seen  the  other 
Beauty  Advisors  sniff¬ 
ing  and  wiping  their 
noses,  too.  Gloria 
looked  over  at  the 
empty  tissue  dispenser 
on  the  counter.  So  that’s  why  we’re  always  out  of 
Kleenex.  I  work  with  a  bunch  of  druggies. 

Tiffany  straightened  up  and  resumed  her  cry.  “Try 
some  glitter!”  A  couple  of  blonde  teenage  girls 
stopped.  Tiffany  sprayed  them  and  then  fawned  over 
their  sparkly  hair.  “It’s  so  cute  on  blondes,”  she  told 
them  in  a  confidential  tone,  raking  her  acrylic  fin¬ 
gernails  through  the  yellow  extensions  in  her 
bleached  hair.  “I  just  love  mine  for  parties.” 

“How  much  is  it?”  the  girls  asked. 

“It’s  $18  for  the  can.” 

Gloria  knew  Walgreens  had  a  similar  product  for 
$1.50.  “You  get  500  sprays  per  can.  I  think  you  def¬ 
initely  need  some  of  this,  you  look  great.”  Tiffany 
smiled,  or  something  like  it.  Her  eyes  flitted  about 
and  the  stench  of  aerosol  lingered. 

Gloria  looked  back  at  the  escalator  as  Tiffany  led 
her  customers  to  the  cash  register.  Just  then  an  espe¬ 
cially  insensitive  customer  shouldered  Gloria  into 
the  gift  sets.  Gloria  staggered  back  against  one  of  the 
tall  makeup  chairs  and  snagged  her  tights  on  a  rough 
spot.  She  looked  down  at  the  new  fist-sized  hole  the 
chair  had  ripped  in  her  stocking.  The  sight  of  her 
pale  skin  through  the  jagged  edges  of  black  nylon  was 
one  degradation  too  many,  and  the  tightening  that 
was  usually  a  prelude  to  tears  clogged  her  throat.  As 
Gloria  tried  to  swallow  them,  Tiffany  finished  the 
sale  and  sidled  over. 

“You’re  going  to  have  to  do  better  than  this.” 


As  hard  as  she  tried  not  to  care  about  the  job,  her 
lagging  sales  made  Gloria  anxious.  She  liked  to 
tell  people  at  parties  that  she  was  a  “recovering  per¬ 
fectionist,”  but  she  hadn’t  recovered  much.  Even 
with  an  emaciated,  underage  speed  freak  as  her  boss, 
even  when  an  average  day  at  her  job  was  so  awful  that 
a  hole  in  her  stocking  could  make  her  cry,  she 
wanted  to  succeed. 

“I’ll  try,  Tiffany.”  Gloria  resolved  to  look  as  wel¬ 
coming  as  possible. 

“Would  you  like  to  try  some  glitter  spray  in  your 
hair?” 

“Would  you  like  to  try  some  glitter  spray  in  your 
hair?” 

“Would  you  like  to  try  some  glitter  spray  in  your 
hair?  It’s  really  cute  for  parties.”  No  one  answered. 

Finally  a  fifty-something  woman  wearing  an  an¬ 
gora  sweater  and  a  gold  cross  pendant  agreed  to 
try  the  glitter.  Relieved  to  have  a  few  minutes’  break 
from  the  repetitive  question,  Gloria  led  the  customer 
to  a  chair  and  spritzed  the  tiny  metal  flakes  onto  her 
hair.  “Do  you  like  it?  I  think  it’s  really  cute  on  you,” 
Gloria  lied. 

The  customer  turned  her  head  from  side  to  side  as 
she  smiled  at  herself  in  the  mirror.  “It  does  look  nice, 
doesn't  it?”  She  sat  up  a  little  straighten 

Gloria  looked  at,the  wrinkled  skin  around  the  cus¬ 
tomer’s  eyes,  her  gold  wire-rimmed  glasses,  the  gray 
half-inch  at  the  roots  of  her  hair.  Gloria’s  grin  mus¬ 
cles  began  to  twitch.  “It  looks  fantastic.  Sparkles  are 
so  flattering.” 

“Okay,  I’ll  take  a  can.” 

“Great!"  Gloria  tried  not  to  act  surprised.  “I’m 
sure  you’ll  enjoy  it.” 

The  woman  turned  away  from  the  mirror  and 
squinted  at  Gloria  intently. 

Gloria’s  heart  thudded.  Shit.  Does  she  know  me? 
“You  could  be  really  pretty,  you  know.” 

Thank  God.  Just  the  usual  insults  from  a  well- 
meaning  older  woman — Gloria  could  handle  that. 
The  woman  continued,  “Your  face  is  a  little  round 
for  that  short  hair,  but  you  have  nice  eyes.  I  just  love 
green  eyes.  Have  you  thought  about  growing  your 
hair  out?  Are  you  a  natural  redhead?” 

Gloria  smiled.  “Who’s  a  natural  anything  these 
days?"  She  dashed  off  to  ring  up  the  sale  before  the 
customer  could  change  her  mind.  After  the  woman 
left,  Gloria  wrote  “$  1 8”  on  the  otherwise  blank  sales 
log  under  her  name.  She  experienced  a  shallow,  fleet¬ 
ing  combination  of  satisfaction  and  relief.  • 

After  the  relative  excitement  of  the  sale  was  over, 
Gloria  realized  how  tired  she  felt.  She  leaned  for  a 
moment  on  the  counter.  Should  I  grow  my  hair?  No, 
the  in-between  stage  would  look  worse.  Gloria  looked 
up  to  see  Tiffany  glaring.  “If  you  have  time  to  lean,” 
Tiffany  sometimes  told  the  Beauty  Advisors,  “you 
have  time  to  clean.” 

Gloria  walked  back  to  the  front  of  the  counter. 
After  all,  she  didn’t  want  to  get  fired.  Again.  ?> 

Excerpt  printed  with  author’s  permission  from  Glitter  Girl  by 
Erin  O'Briant.  Available  for  free  podcast  at  Podiobooks. com. 


The  Noe  Valley  Voice  invites  you  to  submit  fiction,  literary  nonfiction,  images,  or  poetry  for  publication  on  the  Last  Page.  Please  send  submissions,  which  should  be  no  longer 
than  1,500  words,  to  the  Noe  Valley  Voice,  1021  Sanchez  Street,  San  Francisco,  CA  94114.  Or  e-mail  lastpage@noevalleyvoice.com.  Don’t  forget  to  include  your  name, 
address,  and  phone  number,  and  an  SASE  if  you  want  your  materials  returned.  We  look  forward  to  hearing from  you. 


